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e  Arheiſtical Doctrine taken, 
x Be ARISTOTLE, AVERROES, Car- 


baxus and POMPONATIVSS Philoſophy. 
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Confaraiion of the 3 and Mr. Bars 
Arguments in Behalf of Vail compleatly 
4 _ anfwered. . 
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AN undoubtedly will ævon- 
: Lier, how any Body would un- 
IM dertake to worite: the Life - of 
Vanini; 4 Perſon who merit- 
— ed rather to be buried iu per- 
petual. Oblivion, and whoſe Name has 
| been. both, infamous 10 Chriftianity, aud 
abhorred by all the honeſt and well mean 
ing part of Mankind. But if it be 


cCconſſdered, to what - purpoſes bis | miſe. 


' rable End has been converted, and what. 
tſe bas been made of it, by oppoſing bis © 
Sham-Martyrdom to an infinite. Number 


| of true ones, in order to depreciate the 


moſt excellent Religion, and to eſtabliſb 
and propagate the modiſh Doctrine of 
thoſe oulgarly (though wrongfully). called 
Free-Thinkers: I am perſuaded, I ſay, 
upon this Conſideration,” the neceſſity ill 
appear, that thoſe Faits ſhould be repre- 
emed in à fair and honeſt manner, to 
, A'S. - vn 
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ix To the READER: 


 Aſperſuons. 3 
That this Piece has all the Charafers 
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lue, the peruſal will ſufficiently teſtify. In 


tial Juagmem, free from all Inſinuations 
or Suppofitions, that either dirty or 
: conſequentially ſavour of prejudice of Edu- 

cation: Our Author ſeems to be ſb cautiotts 
of avviding- ſuch an Imputation (not ouly 
in this, but all his other Writings) when 
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gainſt the Chriſtian Belief falls in bis 
way ; that he, with the greateſt imparti- 
ality illuſtrates it, urging it with the ut- 
mit Energy and Force, to leave the Read- 
41. entirch ſatisfied with his reply, and to 
_ - eradicate compleatly the moſt dangerous 
i _ Doubts and Perplexities, ' _ © 


* * 


_ over Europe for his ſopbiftical Writings, 
which were new and uncommon in their 
kind, and particularly adapted to the 
Tafte of that Age. T hey Were wrote in 
a good Latin Se, and 'fo artfully con- 
trived, that under the pretext of defend- 
zg Chriſtianity and Morality, he ſlily in- 

* inuated the rankeft atheiftical Princi- 
ples, aiming at nothing leſs, than 'to. de- 


roy all Religion, even the Natural not 


excepted. The Hardſhips be "underwent 
on that Account, are by ſome'cried up. for. 
PISS is | | $ £5 | Martyrdom, 


_  vindicate the righteous Cauſe from baſe 
requiſite-to diſtinguiſh its worth and c. 


it 4s perceivable an atturate and impar-' i 


an opportunity ere, or an objettion a- 


Vanini in His life time tons famous al 


. | 


) 


1 Martyr dim, th 
_ Gramond, 200 was. then fs 
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22 F wr my believe . 
Preſidem 
of the Parfiamem of Thodlehſe, be ,.“ 


Bad fecumeu ꝛbben he found Sentence o 
Death was paßt on him; ddbich was re- 
_ geted, 70 Eben vim to be a malicious 


ö Di 
YAY dut from Naples with gelb- G. 


feuer utes, as reprobate as bimſelf, to au 
ſperſe all over the World, in the munher of 
the Apoſtles, bis pernicions Dadtrine. Tun 
N find bim a Main of Leurning, v 
AmbBrivtis, Subtle; of an eaſy Addr, Y 
I i» Conver[ation; and. 17 of 2 fre 
a Aﬀtioity, which rhe var ions a 
Aae Dhres of Hir Life 
; and endowed with farh brigbr 2 
— Facuis, rhat Hifory can ſcarce 
Prodfice his Equal: But as be mia} ied 
his Talent, Prodieterce made bim as no- 
Hotohs in his Prin ent ; bis Execution 
being ſo terrible that one "cant read it 


— bu being ſhock d. 


He was a © A Diſciple of Plato, 


Ariſtotle, Averroes, Cardanus aud Pompo- 


natius, zwhom He copies every where, up- 


on the Creation, the origin of Man, and 


other Matters relating io natural Philo- 


Pb. But when de quotes em, to decide 


in religious Haine, Be 4s quite abſurd 
and we, rg ; i the famous Ho- 
roſcope from Cardan, who pretended to 
Hate the nativity of "Chriſt, thereby to 


oO "OO 


Io the READ ER. 
2 E11 Lal 
prove, that bis extraordinary Qualities 
Were not owing to his divine Nature, 
but the Conſtellation, that prevailed at 


Bis Birth; which was calculated to ſub- 


gert the Chriſtian Religion. 4 
 Fhis Writings were numerous, as ap- 
pears from the Catalogue at the end of 
this Piece. Moſs of them are laſt, and 


rhoſe that are now remaining, Viz. bis 
Amphitheatre and Dialogues, he Author 


Bas taken Care to examine and confute 
in their ſtrongeſt Arguments. In ſhort 


you'll fee, how the various Syſtems of the 
chief atheiftical Writers have been ap- 
plied to account mechanically for the 


miraculous Performances in the Old and 


New Teſtament, and the abſurdity of ſucb 


Solutions "expoſed. And, I may venture 


to affirm, you'll find in this Piece not 


only Entertainment for the Unlearned, 


but alſo many Obſervations and Tradts 
ua unworthy the moſt Curious. 
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Odo me more Honour than The Occa- 
I deſerve, when you ask me A- 0 this 
gain for what T had collected AE 
concerning Lvcttio VANINI's 
Lite. You remember that ſince 
che Year 1710, I was to have 
mem continued F Hiſtoire des Ouvrages 
des Savans, which Work was always interrupted 
by the learned Diſtractions of the Author, and 
finally ſtopped by his laſt Illneſs ; and by the 
Occupations of his Brother , wh6 had ſuſtained 
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. Mr. Baſnage, Miniſter of the French Church at the Hague, * 
made ſeyeral Abſtracts for his Brother the Advocate, who | 
i GEE 


Mill in 1709. 


and a few Months after from Amſterdam to 
England. 5 3 5 ; 
Among thoſe Materials deſigned for the 
Hands, you had heard me ſpeak of a Latin 
ook printed in Germany, under the Title of 


Mr.schram* The Life and Writings of the famous Atheift 


Jorivs CXSAMA Vanini; wherein the Au- 
thor treats of his Birth, his Behaviour, his Edu- 
cation, and of his tragical End; the Whole taken 

from his Writings, or other Authors worthy of Credit. 
I made an Abſtract of that Book, and being 


at Work about it, I often wiſhed to ſee with 


my own Eyes, the ſtrong and weak Side of 


Vanini, I mean by reading all his Works. 


By good Luck I found them in your Library, 
you was pleaſed to lend them me, Iread them from 
one end to the other, and I made uſe of em 


to give my Abſtract all the Certainty required. 


from a faithful Journaliſt. I read my MS. 


to ſome of my Friends, who approved it; I 


do not now remember, if I did not ſhew it, 
to you likewiſe, Be that as it will, having ſince 
left your City, and Mr. Mortier, for whom I was 

to have continued at Amſterdam, les Nouvelles 
des la Republique des Letres, being dead, my Ab- 
ſtract was baniſned among my old Papers. 


— 


tractatus ſingularis, in quo Genius, & Mores & Studia cum 
ipſa Morte Horrenda d Scriptis ſuis rarioribus & alits fide dignis 


Authoribus ſelecta ſunt, &, ne cui offendiculo forent, errores 


alligs ſimul ſunt refutati, à Johanne Mauricio Schramm. 
Cuſtrini. Typ. & ſumpt. Godotredi Heininchii, Regis Regin. 
Neo- March, Ty pographi, 1709. 1 4 
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2 Type Liſe f Luc II IO VAK IXI. 
dthat Burthen from time to time, and would no 
longer be troubled with it. I had then collected 
ſome Materials for the Continuation of a Work 
which deſerved my whole Attention, when Pro- 
vidence called me from your City to Amſterdam; 


* De Vita et Scriptis famoſs Athei Julii Cæſaris Vanini 


The Life of LVCILIIO VAN INI 3 

A new Book, which appeared the Tear Mr. de Is 

following, did not at all encourage me to take Cree 

it from thence. Mr. de la Croft publiſhed his Work. 
Entertainments upon divers Subjects of Hiſtory, 
Literature, Religion and Criticiſm *. The 

fourth of his Entertainments is 4 Diſſertation 

upon Atheiſm, which is well worth reading. 
He ſpeaks there of ſeveral Atheiſts, and 
VANINI is introduced in his turn. I muſt 
_ own I was a little diſpleaſed when I read that 
Paſſage of his Diſſertation, becauſe it ſeemed to 
me, that the Anthor had compiled there with 
pretty good Judgment, the chief things to 
be known concerning that Infidel, and taken 
from me Materials, which I thought the 
more entertaining and curious, becauſe no one 

had ever given us any thing in Fench upon that 
Subject. I condemned therefore my MS. to 
nn remain where I had put it, and it was going 
to rot there at Eaſe, if you had not asked me 
for it again in your laſt Letter. I ſhould yer 
refuſe it you by a Principle of Modefty ; but 
the Friendſhip and Obligations I owe you, will 
not permit it. I chuſe rather to reviſe my 

MS. to reform it, to correct and even to 

augment it, than to diſappoint you a ſecond time. 
Beſides, Mr. de la Croſe has omitted ſeveral im- 
portant Remarks, which I have ſupplied, and 
perhaps ſome will rather read Vanini's Life, 
in a little Volume by itſelf, than in the middle 
of a tedious Diſſertation. After all, Sir, you are 
Maſter of the MS. read it with ſome Atten- 
tion, and if ic doth not pleaſe you, do with it 
as they did with Vanini; I aſſure you ] ſhall 
not take it ill in the leaſt. 
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The Book is printed at Amſterdam, by Roger. 1711. 
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Panini's | 
Birch, his ,oſazo $ in the Kingdom of Naples, and not 
at Naples itſelf, as all the Editions of Moreri's 
andParents. Dictionary intimate, not even excepting the laſt 


native 


Cor:ntry 


- The Lif: of L Ver L 10 V4 NI N 1. 
what I have to tell yon about our Neapolitan. I 


, 


ſhall at firſt ſpeak of his Birth, and his Parents, 


then of his Learning and | ræceptors; after- 
wards. of his Travels, then of his Writings, 
f and of the Impiety hid in them, which diſ- 
covers itſelf by Degrees; and conclude with his 
 rragical Death, and a View of his Character, 


in oppoſition to the Apologies of his Advocate, 


and the careleſsneſs of a celebrated Au- 
thor, Who in his Penſces Sur la Comete +, has 


cried up our VANINI for an honeſt. Man 
and a true Martyr of Atheiſm : This laſt Ar- 
ticle will perhaps be curious enough. And this 
is the Method I mtend to obſerve in this Let- 
ter: I wiſh you may not have Reaſon to repent 
your Curioſity, nor 1 my Complaiſance. _ 

HI. Lucitio VANINI, was born at Tau- 


by M. Du Pin. I place his Birth in the Year 


1585, and not 1579, as by an overſight Mr. La 
The Day and Month are not 


Croſe has done. | 
known, and I gueſs only at the Year, from a 


Paſſage of his Dialogues upon Nature, where our 


Infidel makes Alexander his Admirer ſay to him, 
you are hardly, thirty Years old, and you have 


' enriched the Publick already with I do not know 


_ * M. pe. Apologia pro Julio Ceſare Vanini, Neapolitand. 
Coſmopoli. Typis Philaletheis. 1712. 0 9h + 


" 


+ Tome 1. Pag. 356. & ſuivantes de Peiifion de 1704. | 


- & *Tis himſelf that acquaints us of it in the 56th 72 
1- 


logue, pag. 424. Ego cum Tauriſanum patriam meannobi] 
mam & velut in orbis annulo gemmam, peterem. Mr. de le 
Eroſe calls it the City Tauriſano; but I find no ſuch City in 


the Maps, but a Market Town of that Name, a few Leagues 
from Caſtro ER. ns | 8 
er The Edition of 5 Vol, Fol. 1713. 


how 
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The Life of T.v'ett1o VANTINL 
how many ilteftrious Monuments of Learning, 
ich have acquired you a great denl of 'Ho- 
nour | Thoſe Dialogues having been printed at 
paris in 1616, it is probable, if he fuys true 
chat lie came into the World towards the end . 
1585, or the beginning of the Year following. 
His Fathers Name. was John Bapriſta Vaning, His Fathers 
lM Steward to Don Francis de Co, Duke ef Taunus 
_ roſario, Viceroy of Naples, and afterwards Am- | 
 baffadotr of Spain to the Court of Rome. His His Mo- 
Mother was called Beatrix Lopes de WNogwera, cher. 
+ and if we may believe her Son, who omits 
nothing to make himſelf eſteemed, mne was of a 
Spatiſh Family of Diſtinction. J would not re- A Heu- 
late here what he tells us of his Father, if it unte 
did not give us to underſtand how much Va- of his Fa- 
nity and Puerility there was in the Genius of tber? 
our Atheiſt. He fays that his Father be- enn. 
ing near his End, and the Phyſicians having 
acquainted him with it, ſnewed ſuch a De- 
ſire for an immortal Life exempt from all Lan- 
wiſhing and Slothfulneſs, that he aroſe imme 
iately from his Bed, pronouncing theſe Words ; 
of rp afian, it doth not behove me to die any otherwiſe 
than ftanding. As if a Staying did not looſe 
of its Elegancy in paſſing from the Mouth 
of an Emperor into that of a Steward or 
JJ 3 . 
His Son, being born, was called 'Lv c1L1 o, Hischriſti- 
but he became too arrogant to be contented an Name. 
with an ordinary Name, and we ſnall ſoon ſee 
how he was induced to take up another 85. 


o a 


IV. He was a great lover of Learning from HisStudies. 
his Infancy, and applied himſelf to 7 to | 


: . 13 bs * 4 — 4 T. ” 
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+ Dial. 424. 3 OS 
F Amphit. p. 153. Vid. Sueton. in Veſpaftan. Cap 24. 
9 'Garaſe ſays, That the miſerable Lucilio changed his 
Name three or four times, according to the Country-- _ 
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Dee Liſe ef Lvcitio VAN I! 
ſuch a that it ſoon filled him with 
Preſumption. His Father ſent him to Rome, 
to ſtudy there Philoſophy and Divinity: His 

| Maſter was a certain Carmelite Fryer, called 

. Argotti, Barthelemi Argotti, who at that time was very 

famous. Vanini brags of it very much in 
his Works; he tells us of his Wiſdom, and 
of his ſedate Behaviour, and cries him up for 
a Phenix of the Preachers of his time f. In the 
ſiame manner he mentions another Carmelite, 

J Bacon, called John Bacon, an Ornament ſays he, to the 

| AvuzRRorsT'sS, formerly my Preceptor, and of 
avhom I have learned to ſwear by none but Aver- 
xoES. This he tells us in his Amphitheatre q; a 
ſine Expreſſion for an Author, who propoſes 
there to refute the antient and modern A- 

| theiſts! ; | 

Panini ftu- From Rome he returned to Naples, accord- 

Pa Agde ing to Mr. Schramm 's Conjecture, **, where he 

continued his Study of Philoſophy. He de- 
lighted much in Natural Philoſophy, and out of 
love for that Science, he applied himſelf ſome time 
to Pick, which is one of its Branches. Aftro- 
nomy alſo imploy'd him confiderably, which 
inſenſibly flung him into the Whimſies of Af- 
trologers. But he beſtowed beft part of his 


* 


t. for being in Gaſcony he called himſelf Pompeio, and among 
the Nobility he was known by no other Name. In Holland 

* his Name was Julius Ceſar: When he was about printing 

„ his Book at Paris he ſtiled himſelf Falio Ceſare Vanino; 

and printing his Amphitheatrum at Lyons, he added to it 

« Tauriſano; and at Tholoſe, when he was tried, he was 

* called Sieur Lucilio. Garas. Do. Cur. p. 1024. 

+ Dial. p. 205. Virum optimum ( ſapientiſſimum. 

9 P. 17. Duce Averroe, in cujus verba jur are eum Joan. 

nes Bacconius, Averroiſtarum princeps meritiſſimus, olim pra- 

geptoy coegerat. ; . AS 5 5 
** De vita & Scripts Julii Cxſaris Vanini. p. 6. 
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The Life of Lucitio VAN INR 7 
time upon Divinity, ſuch as it was then, and 
is till now taught in that Country. He doth 
not ſeem to be well pleaſed with it in his 
Books, and he flips no Opportunity of giving 
a ſevere rub to the Scholafticks, THOMAS A- 
QUINAS, among others, although very much 
reſpected by Men of his Party, ſeems to him 
but a weak Reaſoner againſt Impiety. He com- 
plains in his Preface to the Amphitheatre, that 
although that Father's Work againſt the Pagans 
was very learned; yet none of the Objections of 
the Atheiſts was there either well ſtared or con- 
fared *®. Nevertheleſs, he proteſts, he is of 
Opinion with Pope John XXII. who in the 
Conſecration of this Saint, pronounced free- 
ly; he had done as many Miracles, as he 
had decided of hard Queſtions. Tis pity 
that Miracles ſhould have failed him, when 
he wanted them moſt, I mean againſt Atheiſts : 
But probably VAN INI would give us to under- 
ſtand, that the Miracles of his Church are of no 
great Efficacy againſt Libertines  _ | 

V. When he had finiſhed his Studies, he got He is made 
himſelf received a Prieſt, and as he had a great : Prieſt. An 
deal of Fire he ſoon came to be a Preacher. — 
I ſhall. nor take upon me to tell you, whether Preaching. 
his Sermons were excellent or no: But yon 
will judge very advantageouſly of them, if you 
(i take his word for it. They were none of thoſe 
Monks Sermons, drawn from Phebus and em- 
broidered with continual Miracles, after the 
manner of the Orators, on the other ſide of 
| is pu 1 Bur they were elaborate Diſcourſes, 
dull of Juice, and nouriſhed in ſome meaſure 
ö with the Subſtance of Truth. You may judge 
of it, by a Fragment, which he gives us in 
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3 The Life of Lvcitio VANI Ri. 
| his thirtieth Dialogue. He remembers, ſays he, 
| 1 that preaching one Day upon the Queſtion, L 
| ea made Mm he relolved it by the famous 

Scale of Avzzrons by virtue of which it 

was neceſſary there ſhou'd be 3 gradation from 

the loweſt of Beings: to the moſt high. Ut 

Nempe efſet aliquid quod imterceſſione ſua ſummis 

ima coaptaret, Aſterwards he himſelf propoſes 
| this Scale according to the Ayzrzo1sTs; for 

it is permitted to every. Philoſopher to make 
his own, as 10 Divines to lay out beit com- 
mon Places, 


— 1. The firſt matter 3 to our babes, 
is the. ſele Power, the pure AF, to wit God. 

2. Next to 4 are the 3 Sub- 
Janes. | | 
3. Next to Martor, i is the form of Carporeity, | 

4. Betwixt theſe two are two Animal Souls, 
. the one Pegetative, the other Senſitive, 

J. Above them are the Underſtanding, being 
fs than the Intelligences ; for exiſting in Mat- 

ter, it is immaterial and ſeparable from Mat- 
ter; diſtia&t from it by its Eſſence, and con- 
Fuſed with it for as much as it informs or 
ions it * 

Wat I obſerve. partieuler en this Head, 

is, hens _—_  celchrared Dies, among FR 
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7 * 8 olim Cs, Vaglpl gent) conciogando b hanc queſto 
| 8 nem reſblvi, Cur homo à Deo Fei creatus? Ut nempe alt- 
ES} Th eſſet, quod interceſſione fua ſummis ima coaptaret, —— 

teria prima ſecundum Averroiſtas, ſola parentia, actus pu- 
| =: 4+: ſolus Deus. Prope Deum Sub/tantiz immortsles. Prope 
: Materiam forma Cor poreitatis. Inter hac anime brutæ duæ, 
1 15 Vegetaus & Sentirus; & ſuper has potior Intellefius, minor In. 
| B | felligentis, Etenim in materia exiſtens immaterialis, ſed A 


materia ſeparabilis; ſeparatus per eſſentiam, non n ; 
informationem. Naa. p. 234. | 
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The Liſe of Luci I VANINIT. 
Proteſtants have adopted Plato's Scale, after 
what Mr. Fontenelle has ſaid of it, to ſhew 
forth its Invalidity. Some are mightily em- 
barraſſed about the infinite Space, which is 
© between God and Human Creatures (ſays that 
bright Man) and they fill it up with Genius s and 
_ * Demons; but with what ſhall be filled up that 
©*. infinite Space there is between God and thoſe 
* Genius's and Damons ? For the diſtance from 
* God to any Creature whatever, is infinite. 
As it is neceſſary, in a manner of ſpeak- 
ing, for God's Action to traverſe an infi- 
nite Vacuum to reach thoſe Dæmons, it might 
as well come at once to Men, ſince they 
are but a few Degrees diſtant from them, 
and there is no proportion at all to the 
* firſt Diſtance. When Cod treats with Men 
„by means of Angels, that is not to ſay, 
* that Angels are neceſſary for this Com- 
_ © munication, as Plato pretended ; God employs 
them for Reaſons, which Philoſophy will ne- 
*.ver be able to diſcover *”,. Nevertheleſs 
our Vanini would - penetrate every thing, 
and that in his Sermons. AvzeRrRotzs held 
there St. PAUL and St. Tromass Place. It 
is true the Hearers did not comprehend much 
of it; but that was to them a reaſon for ap- 
proving his Diſcourſe; for many People readily 
ſacrifice their Reaſon to the ſound of ſome hard 
Words and obſcure Terms. 


cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
ce 
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VI. Now our VANINI wanted nothing but He ſtudies 


the Study of the Law, to give his Learning 
that Air of Univerſality, which ſo many Men 
are fond of. He calls himſelf Doctor in utroque 

Jure, in the Title Page of his Dialogues, and 


— 


and is made 


2 
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Fontenelle Hiſt. des Oracles. Ch. vi. p. 74. 
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it appears indeed, that he was not a Novice 


in the Civil Law, nor even the Canonical. 


His ay at VII. From Naples he went to Padua, where 


Padua, and the goodneſs of the Air, the ſoftneſs of the 
oP cron able Climate, and eſpecially the Converſation with 
ert y. Men of Letters, detained him ſome Years. He 

there repeated all the Sciences which he had 


run over, and although extreamly poor, he 


ſtudied with all the Ardour which a Diſpoſition 
hot of it Self, and moreover inflamed by a pro- 
digious Ambition, can furniſh; All is warm, 
* ſays he, to thoſe that love ; have 1 not ſuſtained 
at Padua the greateſt Froſt in Winter with a poor 
and thin Dreſs, animated only with a Defire of 
' Learning ?. He ſays in his Amphitheatre, that 
having finiſhed his Studies in that City, he found 
himfelf in a Capacity to go through all Europe, 10 


vi at the Univerſities and aſſiſt at the Aſſemblies and 


Conferences of the Learned f. He boaſts afterwards 
that he had done it and perfected himſelf in 
all kind of Learning. =; % » 
His Favou- 
rite Au- 


'Thoſe Names are ſufficiently known ; M. Bayle 

- has given us a faithful pourtrait of them in 
his Critical Dictionam, and it may be ſufficient 
here to obſerve in what Efteem our V a nini 
held them. 


Aristotle. As to Ariſtotle, that went even to Admiration; 


he calls him the God of Philoſophers, De 
Dictator of human IWiſdom, and the Sovereign 
Pontiff of the Sages. He owns that he devoted 
himſelf entirely to him, and that he had him 
continually in his Hands, before his Eyes, and 


EMS. 


Dat p. 352. | 
I See the Preface of his Amphitheatre, 
De Amirand, Natur. Arcan. Dial. 11. 


ö in 


VIII. His favourite Authors were Az13ToTLE, 
thors, AvEeRRots, Carkpan and Pour ON AT IVS. 
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in his Mind. He borrows from him in ſeveral 
Places, without naming him, and if it was worth 
while, I could eaſily make it appear, that he 
is not the Inventor of all thoſe notable Inquiries 


5 the Myſteries of Nature, which he retails 


ith ſo much Oftentation, and about which 


ALEXANDER is introduced admiring him, as 


if they were all new Diſcoveries. 
The Syſtem of Avzrrozs, which is but 
a Branch of that of Ariſtotle, was ſo much to his 


liking, that he took care to recommend this Au- 


thor to his Diſciples in their beginning, and even 
when they had no Tincture of Philoſophy at all. 
He 15 acquaints us with this Particularity, 
in his Dialogues ft. ben the Buſineſs was, 
ſays he, ſpeaking of one of his Scholars, zo 
initiate him in the Myſteries of Philoſophy, 1 took 
great Care, that he ſwore to no ones Name; I con- 
tented my felf with putting into his Hands A.vtr- 
ROES'S Books, which he read with ſuch Greedineſs, 
aud by which he profited ſo much, that he ſoon took upon 
him to confute the Impertinencies of the Scholaſticks, 
who talk Juperficially upon Mattern. 
PomponaTius, a famous AvEtRRoiST, 


had left behind him at Padus, many Followers 


and ſeveral Writings. Our VANINI read 

them greedily, and confirmed himſelf ſoon in 

the ſame Sentiments. Mr. Schramm believes ,,z,.,.,. 
VANINI had ſtudied under Pompora- Miſtake. 


tius at Boulogua *, and that they had 
ſeen each other; but he doth not take Notice 


that Pomponatius was born in 1462, and that 


| Vauani died in 1619, but 34 Years old accord- 


ing to my Calculation. Be that as it will, he 
calls him always his Divine Maſter, Divinum 
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++ Amphith. p. 350 3 
ehr amm de Vita & Scriptis Vanini. p. 27, \ 
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"The Life of Lucitio Vanivr.. 
Preceptorem, and beſtous great Encomiums upon 


about Enchantments, and which was looked upon 
as a dangerous one, ſeemed to him a Golden 
Treatiſe : Liber aureus. Another about Deſtiny 
charmed him, and a third about Cauſes and 
Natural Effects, deſerved alſo his higheſt Ad- 
miration. In ſhort he had hardly any Doubt 


left, but the Soul of Averroes had tranſmigra- 


tte into Pomponatius's Body (). 

i 1 omg CARDAN is alſo one of thoſe Authors, whom 
he was z VANINE had ftudied much. He praiſes him 
Fool or an and finds fault with him in ſeveral Places. In 
Atheiſt? one place, he gives him the Character of a Man 
ol great Senſe, and giving little Credit to Su- 
perſtition ff. NA up R doth not agree to the firſt 

Article, for he maintains that he was perfectly 


ſtupid; which appears ſufficiently from his own 


Writings, when he relates the Tranſactions of 
his Life. Mr. Bale, a Man of a clear Under- 
ſtanding, finds in him 
a Superſtitious Man, than of an Atheiſt, and he 
agrees with Naude, that Cardan's chief Chara- 
Ger was Folly **, of which, as he pleaſantly ex- 
preſſes it, his Underſtanding could paſs for no- 
thing but an Appendix. And truly how can a 


Man like Caxzpan,(who out of a ſtupid Ingenuity 


owns himſelf guilty of the moſt heinous and 

dle Vizes, without excepting even that 
| of Prophanation) paſs for one in his Senſes 
with thoſe who have preſerved theirs 5. 


— 
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+; Divinus Præceptor in Aureo opuſculo de incantationibus. 
Dull . 
*Ampbit. Diſſertat. VI. p. 36. 
W ww. 
** See Dict. Crit. The Article of Cardan. 
§Idem ibid. . 
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his Works f. The Book where he treats 


ther the Character of 
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Another Folly : Cardan and Pomponatius had Cardan 
both writ upon the [mortality of the Soul, and 20d Pats 
oppoſed it when they ſeemed to eſtabliſhit. Pom- boch writ 
ponatius began it, and made himſelf many Ene-'onthe Im- 
mies, by advancing this very delicate Propoſition, mortality 
vix. That ſince it was impoſſible to prove it b e 
Natural and Philoſophical Reaſons, the · ſureſtt i 
way was. to have recourſe to Revelation F. =_ 
Cardan maintained the ſame thing, and copied = | 
Pomponatius. Theſe two uniform Treatiſes up- 
on the ſame Matter, gave them a very bad 
Repute ; and the truth of the Matter is, that 
they did not manage their Orthodoxy with any 
Conduct. They are not contented to attack 
there the Spirituality and Immortality of our 
Souls, by the Principles of Ariſtotle's Philoſophy 3  - 
but alſo defend Atheiſts, as being honeſt Men, 
whoſe diſintereſted Virtue is more Praiſe- 
worthy, than that of the moſt couragious De- 
fenders of the Immortality. Some would have 
advanced in our times, that Atheiſm is not worſe 

than Idolatry; I do not know if they have not 
ſtopped there, becauſe they dared not go an 

farther. CAR DAN being bolder, made the : 
Scales to turn in Favour of Atheiſm ; the Paſ- 
ſage is ſo remarkable, that I cannot help tran- 

| lating it here, ſo much the rather becauſe . 
Mr. Bayle has not quoted 1t, ro my Knowledge, 

in the Continuation of his Various Thoughts upon 

Comets, © Let us now ſee „, ſays he, whe- 
ther the Belief of Immortality makes Men 
* more-virtuons and happy. As for my part, 

II édo not perceive it contributes any thing b 

towards it. We ſee in Cicero and Diogenes 
Luaertius, that the Epicureans were more up- 
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+ See, Di#. Kiftor. & Critic. The Article of Pomponatius. 
„ Cardanus De immortal. anim. Cap. 2. fol. 33. 
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Tube Liſe of Lucil 10 VANINI. 
right and honeſt, and had more true Good- 
© neſs towards Men, than the Stoicks or Pla- 
* eonicks. The Reaſon is, if I miſtake nor, 
©. what Galen advances, that Mer grow good or 
* bad by Cuſtan ff. But no Body truſts them 
© who make no Profeſſion of an unſhaken Up- 
©® righteouſneſs ; and therefore they are obliged 
to obſerve more their Honour than others, 
e and to prove themſelves ſuch to the Publick, 
* for fear Men ſhould think their Practices 
* are according to their Sentiments. Hence it 
is that few Men now a-Days equal the Faith 
* of Uſurers; which otherwiſe lead a very 
* bad Life. Let it be obſerved alſo, that the 
« Set of Phariſees, who believed in the Re- 
© ſurrection and Immortality of the Soul, never 
& ceaſed proſecuting Jeſus Chriſt ; and that the 
© Saducees, another Sect, which rejected both 
<* theſe Articles, attacked him but very ſeldom, 
© once or twice at moſt, and in ſuch a Manner 
© that it cauſed him no great Uneaſineſs. A- 
** gain, if you compare the Lives of Pliny and 
'* Seneca, their Lives I ſay, and not their Words, 
© you will »find that Pliny with his Belief of 
 * the Mortality of the Soul, ſurpaſſes Seneca 
in his moral Behaviour as much, as he Pliuy 
jn his Diſcourſe upon Religion and Virtue. 
The Epicurearns cultivated Honeſty, they en- 
* tertained very officiouſly the Children of their 
* Pupils, and maintained at their Charges the 
% Families of their deceaſed Friends. They 
«were looked upon every where as honeſt 
Men, altho they did not regard much the 
Worſnip of the Gods, and denied their Ex- 


— 2 


A 
—_ 


1 That contradicts his Principle, proving the Tnequality- 


tence 


more crael than thoſe of Caſſius. For the laſt 
treated the Rhodians, altho great Enemies of the 


„ 


1 TREE. did not deny. it abſolutely, but only ſtammered 
upon this Article. E 
... "+ Dual. p. 395. 
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© iftence very ftrongly*, It happens alſo from 
© thar flattering Opinion gf another Life, that 


« ed yer _ room 3 exert their Paſſions; 
« the G r many thingy contrary to the 
Welfare of Society; and the Laws ſuſtain 
* a confiderable Shock, in as much, as upon 
©* Conſideration of Religion, they are fofrened 


to ſuch a Degree that often the very Foundation 
of the Publick Good, and the Eaſe of Man- 
„ kind lies at Stake. Neither doth it ſeem to 


* me, that this Behef of Immortality, makes 


Men more couragious. For Brutus was no 
more fo than Caſſius ; and if we will ſay the 


© Truth, the Actions of Bratus were rather 


** righteous Cauſe, in a more favourable man- 
ner, than Brutus had done the Cities where 


* he commanded, and which were in Alliance 
with him. And laſtly, what ſhall we ſay ? 


* Is it not Bratus, the fame Brutus the Stoick, 


** who delivered the Republick into Anthow's | 


© Hands, becauſe he had faved it to no pur- 
< -poſe, altho according to Law; after Caſſens 


had reſcued it by his good Condu&”. I have 


copied the whole Paſſage for ſeveral Reaſons. 
Firff, to make Cardans Character known, and 
the Value one ought to put upon his Writings, 


and efperially upon that about the Immortality 


of the Soul. Secondly, to expoſe Vanini s Cha- 
racter at the ſame time, who retails thoſe very 
Thoughts in his Dialogues, and no Doubt ap- 
proves them f. Thirdly, to make it appear that 
the Paradoxes which have been lately vented a- 
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The Life of LVCILIIO VAN INI. 
broad, and the Examples alledged to that Pur- 

poſe, are not ſo new as ſome may imagine. 
And laſtly, to have an Opportunity of ſnew- 
ing our Acknowledgment to Mr. Bayle, for that 
being ſupported by many Reaſons, furniſned 
him by Cardan, he yet was honeſt enough to 
keep an even Balance between Religion and A- 
theiſm ; maintaining againſt the Halian Philoſo- 
pher, that it was not true that Religion had 
done more harm than good in the World, as 


he expreſles himſelf in Section 131, of his various 


Thoughts, &c. He believes even that Religion in- 
ſpires more Courage than Atheiſm ; for ſays he 
in the ſame Place, With Cardan's Leave: A Society 
of Atheiſts, as being incapable of adminiſtring to 
each other Moti ves of Religion to make them coura- 
.geous, cou d eaſier be diſperſed than a Society of 
Men that worſhip ſome Deity. Behold here two 
famous Authors in a Contradiction, about the 
Power of the Influence of Atheiſm ! This is 
not a proper Place to examine theſe Sentiments ; 
let it ſuſſice that we have juſtified, in Part the 


Judgment of Mr. Naude upon Cardan's Philoſo- 


phy, one of the great Maſters of our Vanini. 
Pumponatius had already treated upon the ſame 
Topick. I ſhall quote here ſome Pieces out of 


this Book of the Immortality of the-Soul; by which 
vou may judge of the reſt *, He is very well 


perſuaded that the Doctrine of the Immortality 


of the Spirits, doth not diſpaſe Men to be 
wicked, and that ſince they naturally love Fe- 
licity and hate Miſery; to make them honeſt it 
ſuffices to ſhew them, that the Happineſs of Life 


.confiſts in the Practice of Virtue, and Miſery in the 
Practice of Vice. He adds, that thoſe who inculcate 


Mortality of the Soul, open a Way to the moſt per- 


— 


e dee Di&. Hiſt: Crit. Article, Pomponatis. 
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| felt Virtue, which is that which hath not in View 


am Recompenſe or Chaſtiſement. He alſo ſays, that 
thoſe Men are brutal, to whom the Immortality of the 


Soul muſt be propoſed as a Bribe : And that probably | 


there are ſome Authors who have taught that Doctrine, 
without believing it themſelves, and uſed that Stra- 
tagem to reſtrain the ſenſual Inclinations of brutal 
Minds. All thoſe Remarks, adds Mr. Bayle, 
do not remove the Difficulty. But here is a 
more reaſonable Thought, founded upon Facts. 
He ſays, that a great Number of wicked People 


believe the Immortality of the Soul, and that many _ | 


Saints and juſt Men do not believe it. Here is the 
whole Paſſage which Mr. Bayle has not tranſla- 
ted. And it is not generally true that they 


* are debauched People, who eftabliſh the Mor- 


« tality of the Soul; neither is it true, they are 
c all wiſe Men who believe the Immortality: For 
s {tis evident that abundance of ill Livers have 
“ Faith, but are led aftray by their Paſſions ; 


c“ and on the contrary we know for certain, that 
© a great Number of wiſe and juſt Men held 


_ © the Mortality of the Soul. Plato tells us in 
ce the firſt Book of his Republick, that the Poet 


&« Simonides, an excellent and divine Man in all 
“ Reſpe&ts, was of that Number. Homer, 


« according to Ariſtotle's Obſervation in his 
“ 'Treatiſe upon the Soul Ch. 2. made no Diſtin- 
» © &ion betwixt Senſe and Underſtanding: And 
“ who is ignorant of Homer's Merit? Hippo- 
© crates and Galen, Perſons whoſe Probity was 
“ no ways inferior to their Knowledge, were 
of the ſame Opinion. Alexander Aphrodiſeus, 
«© the great Alfarabus, Abubacer, Avempacius, 
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* Theſe are Mr. Boyles Words, Dict. Hiſt, & Crit, Art, 
Fomponatius. 5 2 
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«ind among the reſt Plinius and Seneca, nnd 
many others, are not far from this Sentiment”. 
Seneca in his 54th Epiſtle, Lib. VII. ſays in plain 


Terms, that the Soul is mortal. And he ex- 


preſſes himſelf yet clearer in his Epiſtle to Mar- 
cia, where he ſpeciſies the Names of a great 


who believed 


3 of other learned Men, 


Here it appears, how Cardan and Mr. Bayle do 
not agree about the influence of Atheiſm : Be- 
ſides, Pomponatius does not hold the ſame with 
Cardan concerning Seneca. Cardan, makes him a 


Stoick and a good Orator, but not a very honeſt 


Man: Pomponatius makes an Epicurean of him, 


in point of the Mortality of the Soul, and yet 


a very good Man. However thoſe three Au- 


thors, Cardan, Pomponatius and Bayle, agree in 


this Point; that Atheiſm does not make Men worfe 


78 
Mr. Bayle 


than they would be 'otherways. Now that Cardan 
and Pomponatius were profeſſed Infidels, notwith- 


ſtanding their preliminary Proteſtations in thoſe 


two Treatiſes, is ſtrenuouſly denied by Bayle ; 


has a better and indeed natural Equity demands that we 
Opinion of ſhould ſuſpend our Judgment upon Circumſtan- 


them than 


of Vanini. 


ces only, unleſs by manifeſt Prophanations Au- 
thors pull off the Mask, as Vanini and o- 
thers have done, VAN INI is not ſo equitable 
as Bayle, towards the two Talians juſt now men- 


ſo little diſtant from my Sentiments, that each 
them has given us a Treatiſe on the Immortality of 


the Soul. I own ingenuouſly, I don't know as yet their 


Sentiment upon that Head and the manner in which 
they have expreſſed themſelves, for thoſe two Books 


— 


" Pomponat. De immortalitate anime, p. 119, 
* Appphit. Diſſertat. 28. 


are 


' tioned. Pomponatius and Cardan *, ſays he, were - 
Aden full of Knowledge and Learning. They were 


The Life LVGII IO VAN INI. 19 | 
are not yet come to my Hands, nor have they an- SO | 
peared at the Fairs of Franckfort, or in the Shops 
of our Lutheran and Catviniſt Bookſellers, © After 
all, I do, not know, if they have not done as Agrip- 
pa, who has compoſed ſo many Books about the evo- 
cation and conjuration of Dæmons, although that 
arch Nuaue believed nothing of it, after the Ex- 
ga⁊mple of all theſe Necromancers, who impoſe on the 
Vulgar, See the firſt Book De vanitate Scien- 
tiarum, and the beginning of every Volume, 
where Agrippa openly. denies the Exiſtence of 
Damous. ee Fe” 
Thus our Atheiſt furniſhes us deſignedly with 
a Key to his pernicions Works. That Me- 
thod of attacking, when one ſeems to defend, 
is not new, Carneades uſed it ſometimes : Ci- 
cero did as much in his philoſophical Books; 
 Aerippa has imitated them; Cardan and Pom- 
ponatius are come ſince; and our Vanini has 
taken a model from them in his Diſſertations 
and Dialogues. By the privilege of Hiſtory, 
1 ſhould name here him, who with a. greater 
Talent and more light than rhoſe Taliaus, has 
built upon all the others; but as he is one of 
your Heroes, and the Opinions of Men are 
divided into the different Views they have af- 
ſigned him; you would perhaps never forgive 
oh 


— 
— 


ä me, if I put his Name in the Lift with f 
dan, 9 . 5 3 . 
= IX. Vanini having finiſh'd his Studies, re- 7*nini un- ih 
turned into his native Country, viz. to Tau- 2 = 
roſauo, probably to regulate his Affairs, an >= 
: to put himſelf in a ſituation of commencing F 
his Miſſion. To that end, after he had done = 
f a . | . a f 


* See Bayle's Di&. Hiſt, Crit. Article Agripps Melanch- 
ton in his Letter to Count à Erbach calls him 
lin. 8. p, 11. | | = 


rcerer, Ep. 
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The Life of Lucitio VAN INI. 
his Buſineſs, he returned to Naples, and twas 
there, as it is ſuppoſed, he formed the ſtrange 
Deſign of going with thirteen of his Compa- 
nions to ſpread in the World his Atheiſm. 
Some pretend even, he own'd this at Thou- 
louſe before the Parliament. P. Marſenne re- 
lates it in his Commentary upon Geneſis, where 
he refutes Vanini s Impieties, © Before he was 
* executed at Thoulouſe, he confeſſed before 
* the whole Aſſembly of the Parliament, that 
« at Naples, he and thirteen others, had re- 
* ſolved to go through the whole World, to 
* ſow the Doctrine of Arheiſm, and that 
c France, had fell to his Lot. An impious 
* Apoſtleſhip, adds Marſenne, which he exe- 
** cuted but too well at Paris and in other 
« places. Fa 5 
I quote this Circumſtance, becauſe it comes 
from a grave Author; but I do not think it 
probable for two Reaſons. Firſt, ſuppoſing 
the Fact to be true, that FVanini, to turn the 
Goſpel into ridicule, had affected an Apoſtle- 
ſhip of that Nature, I cannot think he would 
. haveownditin an abſolute Court of Juſtice, 
which could aggravate his Puniſhment ; unleſs 
one ſuppoſes, it was but a few Minutes before 
Execution, when he ſaw there was no hopes 
left for him. But Father Marſenne adds, he 
made that Confeſſion publickly before all the 
Judges. Was all the Parliament in a Body to 
accompany him to the place of Execution? That 
is not likely at all. The other Reaſon is, 
that Gramond, who was upon the Place, and 
| beſides, firſt Preſident of the Parliament, ſays 
nothing of it; nevertheleſs, the thing was re- 
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markable enough to be remembered, and of 
too great Importance to be forgot, upon ac- 
count of that impious Man, and of whoſe 
Death he relates the moſt minute Circumſtan- 

ces. If this negative Argument doth not per- 
| fuade all the Readers, we muſt own at leaſt 
that as Vanini gave a full Account of himſelf, 
before he died, Gramond was in the wrong to 
fuppreſs this particular. f 

However it be, the Diſtribution of theſe new 
Apoſtles being ſettled, and France being appoint- 
ed to our Vanini, he from that time quitted 
the name of Luci lio, and aſſumed that of Julius 
Cæſʒar. He thought perhaps, to make as conſi- 
derable ſpiritual Conqueſts among the Gauls, 
as Julius Cæſar had made temporal ones. But 
he was diſappointed; for he did not return to 
Naples with his Friends in Triumph, nor did 
he die ſo nobly as the Roman Dictator. . 

X. Here we ſhall follow him in all his His feint 
Courſes, according to the Method traced by — 

Mr. Schramm. You'll ſee the Marches and 5 
Countermarches of our turbulent Apoſtle. He 
croſſed firſt through a part of Germam, and 
advanced as far as Bohemia, where he had ſome 
diſcourſe with a Memnonite, and maintained ne 
obſtinately, that the Chriſtians diſputed among Objection 

themſelves about Trifles, and that all thoſe who againſt 
received the Creed of the Apoſtles with thoſe, chiſms. 
of Nice, of Conſtantinople and St. Athanaſius, 

had no reaſon to excommunicate and con- 
demn each other. Our Halian being ſatisfied 
to have railed at the Chriftians about their 
Doctrine and Schiſms, makes an Anabaptiſt an- 
ſwer coolely according to his Cuſtom, that 
the Roman Cat bolicks differ as much from the 
Hereticks, as Truth from Falſhood. 


, * Dal. p. 349. 


Having 
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Having travelled all over Germany, he had 
2 mind to ſee the Low-Countries, and he ſtopped 
at Amſterdam, where he had ſeveral Diſputes 
with an Atheift, whoſe Impieties he obſerves. 
But they are rather, as I think, his own 
Thoughts, which he only pats into the Mouth 
of another, to have the malicious Pleaſure of re- 
futing them ill; as we ſhall fee by what follows, 
When he had ſeen all Holland, and the prin- 
cipal Cities of Brabant, which he accuſes of be- 
ing full of Infidels, he came to Geneva, where he 
he had alſo, fays he, @ long Diſpute with a Dutch 
Atheiſt, whoſe Blaſpherhies and Filth, he confuted 
with a great deal of Force and Courage, even to the 
bazard of his Life *. As if there were any 
danger in a Proteſtant City, to launch out 
vigorouſly againft Libertines, for one who is 
a Papiſt? That may do well enough in Tah 
or Spain, or among ſome of the Peaſants, 
to whom Geneva is repreſented as a fafe 
Retreat of Jeus and Atheiſts. But ſuch is 
the Character of Vanini: Yon muſt not rely 
too much upon what he ſays, for according to 
Boi leau's Epigram, f his Words are frivolous, aud 
his Diſcourſes no Articles of Faith © 
XI. Since we mention Geneva, you cannot 
imagine, Sir, how much the Southern Nations 
are prejudiced againſt that City. I remember, 
that being lodg'd in Spain, at a Prieft's Houſe, | 
in the Kingdom of Valencia, the Governour of 
the City, where I then was, being ſick, ſent 
to all the Houſes in the Town to get ſome 
 Fowls for his Money. They refuſed him very 
rudely. He being piqued at this Refuſal, which 


1 — 


* Diab p. 328. | ff... 
1 Boileaus Epigr. contre un Athee, Oeuvr, de Boileau 
Tom. 1. ; 8 
. was 
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was at an unſeaſonable Time, becauſe the City _ 
which had ſurrender'd itſelf, had been rebel- 
hous to Philip V. he reveng'd himſelf with a 
great deal of Mildneſs: He commanded a Ser- 
geant and two Soldiers, to go into all the Court- 
yards, and to take by force, and without pay- 
mg, what had been refuſed him for a juſt Price. 
The Sergeant and Soldiers, began with the 
Prieſts, as being beſt ftack'd, and came toꝰ our 
Houſe. My Landlord, a venerable old Man, 
but very brisk, conteſted ſome time, but ſub- 
mitted at laſt, being overcome by his Nephew's 
and Houſe-keeper's Intreaties ; but not without 
a great deal of Paſſion. In ſhort, he could not 
contain himſelf any longer, when he ſaw that 
the Soldiers, ſhewing him his Fowls, laugh'd in 
his Face. Is that, ſays he, the Law of God? It 
it the Devil's Law! In Geneva itſelf there is no- 
mung done lite it. Eſſo es Ley de Dios ? Es Ley 
de todos los Diablos ! In Genievra no ſe haze 
tal Cofa! 1 a „ 
XII. Panini finding himſelf no longer ſecure Vazini's *? 
at Geneva, becauſe he perhaps acted there the Impriſon- 
Libertine, went to Lyons, and took upon him Dt 
alſo to hold forth there under Pretext of teach- for Mar- 
ing Philoſophy. But they diſcovered the Ve- tyrdom. 
| nom, and he was obliged to flee, to eſcape be- 1 
ing burnt. The Plan of his Apoſtleſhip was 
d mus often interrupted. He came to England, 


and made Acquaintance at London, with one 
Moravi, Chaplain to the Envoy of Venice, and 
by his Aſſiduity to the Catholick Faith, he drew 
| upon him, ſays he, the Perſecution of the Prote- 
ſtants. He was put in Priſon, where he remained 
. forty nine Days, well prepared to receive the Go 

of Martyrdom, which he wiſhed for, ſays he, with _ 
5 all the Ardour imaginable, This happened in 


I614, 
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pected in 
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1614, and is the ſecond Date we have found in 


his Life. + | | 


He is fC XIII. But ſuch a Martyrdom did not agree 


with an Atheiſt. They let him out of Priſon, 


nah, and he croſs'd the Sea, and took the Road for Italy 


again. Another Diſappointment in his Views. 


_ Genoa ſeem'd very proper for him to raiſe him- 
- Telf Diſciples. He therefore undertook to 
teach Youth, receiving Scholars of all Degrees: 


Unhappily for him they had no great regard 


there for Averroes. They look d upon him as 


an Arabian Philoſopher, a profeſs d Enemy of 
the Immortality of the Soul; he wrote againſt 


the Chriſtian Religion, which he look d upon as 


falſe, by reaſon of the pretended Myftery of 


the Euchariſt; the Jewiſh he called childiſh, 


for the many Rites and Ceremonies; And laſtly, 
the Mahometan, he ftiles a hoggiſh Religion, 
becauſe of the carnal Enjoyment which it per- 
mits and authorizes. Our Yanini nevertheleſs, 
was a perfect Averroiſt, as we have obſerv'd 


already. He commenced his firſt Le&tures 
with the Principles of that Philoſopher ; an 


unhappy Obftinacy, which accompany d him 


every where, and always drew upon him the 
ſame Suſpicion and Danger! Some complained 


of it, he was afraid, and returned to Lyons, 
where he endeavoured to skreen himſelf from 
the Perſecution of the Clergy, by a Book 
againſt Cardan, and other Atheiſts, wherein, un- 
der pretence of combating them with all his 
Might. he gives em, in ſome meaſure, the 
Victory, by the weakneſs of his Anſwers. We 


nnn. 
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+ Amphit. p. 118. Such is the Hypocriy which reign; from 
one End to the other of his Amphitheatre. [$9 
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* See Bayle's and Moreri's Dictionaries. Article. Averroes. | 


ſhall 


The Life of LVc II TO VANINI. 
ſhall ſpeak preſently of fis Amplitheatre, when Ken 
we have conducted our Atheiſt to the End of | 
his Courſe. 3 
XIV. But not truſting too much to his Books, Heis made 
in which the Venom is wrap'd up ſo careleſsly, e. 
that it could not eſcape the Obſervation of ofthecon- 
Men of Underſtanding, he went to Hay again, vent for 
where having been accuſed of reaſſuming his ſome bei- 
former Impieties, he return d into France, and Crime. 
took Orders upon him in Guienne, but it is not 
known in what Convent. The Patiniana tells 
us this Particularity f. F. Merſenne, who con- 
firms it, adds another, which, if i is true, is 
a great Reproach to the Life of our Atheiſt, viz. 
That he was turn'd out of the Convent for his 
| diſorderly Behaviour; and among the reſt, for 
a Crime deſerving of Fire and Faggot, which 
good Manners forbid to name, and the Minime 
dares not to expreſs himſelf but in Greek, I ſhall 
endeavour to tranſlate the whole Paſſage. * In 
that manner, ſays the Fryer, ſpeaking againſt 
* Infidels, tis one hears Atheifts talk: V' are 
* honeſt Men, we do nothing againſt our Cunſci- 
* ence, we would rather die than forſwear our 
* ſelves, or wrong am body. But with their leave, 
they don't ſay true. There is not a worſe 
* Man than an Atheift And I prove it even by 
e the Example of Panini, the Cæſar of the In- 
* fidels, who having taken upon him the Ha- 
* bit, and not being willing to diſhonour him- 
* ſelf by the Love of Women, thought to put 
* himſelf out of the reach of Infamy, by giv- 
ing into the Exceſs which is attributed to his 
Country; which being known in the Convent 
where he was, they turn'd him out as a vile 
* Monſter *. | 
+ Patmiana, p. 119. NN 
* Merſen. Comment. in Genes. p. 671. 
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VV. Being baniſh'd from the Convent he re- 
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tired to Paris: And as he always perſiſted in his 
Views, he neglected no Opportunity to inſinuate 
his Parodoxes. He endeavoured to introduce 
himſelf to the Pope's Nuncio, which was at 
that time Roberto Ubaldini, Biſhop of Polntio. 


To make his Court to him, and all the Clergy 
in general, he undertook to write Au Apology of 


the Council of Trent: The Nuncio gave him 
the Liberty of his Library, and free Power to 
conſult what Books he thought proper. This 
Circumſtance he tells us himſelf in his Works, 


that you may not be ſhock'd to ſee ſo many 


antient and modern Atheiſts alledged and refu- 


ted there; a Liberty which, every one knows, is 
not allowed to Prieſts. Patin tells us, that he 
affected to be Learned, but was not: But he 


ſpeaks only from Tradition. F. Merſenne, who 
was better informed about it, tells us, in the 
Place of his Commentary, quoted above *, that 


he did not acquit himſelf ill of the Function; 


of his impious Apoſtleſbip. He perverted a 


great many young People, he gained ſome Phy- 
ſicians, and had acceſs to the Marſhall de Baſ- 


ſompierre, who was not otherwiſe overburthen'd 
with Religion. I don't doubt but he was, at 


that time, known ro F. Garaſſe, a Jeſuit, who 


ſtiles him the Grand Patriarch of Atheiſts, and, 
relates ſome of his Converſations in his Doctrine 
curieuſe. You may judge, Sir, of our Vaninis 
Converſations, and of his Policy, by the Sam- 
ple Garaſſe gives us of it, and which I ſhall 
relate in his . own Words, becauſe I Know 
you love the old Stile, and that you find in it 
ſome Graces, and a keeneſs which is wanting in 


See above. p. 9. 
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ars. As to Men ( Vanini ſpeaks) they ſhould do, 
© as the Rangers, or Keepers do yearly in 
great Foreſts; they go to examine, and to 
* find out the withered Trees, and to clear 
* the Foreſt, cut down what is uſeleſs, and 
I ſuperfluous or hurtful ; keeping only the good 
Trees, and the young Branches of Hope. 
In like manner, ſaid chat wicked Atheiſt, 
every Year ſhould be held a rigorous Viſita- 
tion, of all the Inhabitants, in the great and 
© populous Cities; and every thing uſeleſs, 
* and what hinders the reſt from living ſhould 
% be put to Death. As for Example, thoſe 
© that follow no Buſineſs beneficial to the Pub- 
© lick, decrepid old Perſons, all Vagabonds 
and idle People: Nature ſhould. be lopp'd, 
the Cities clear d, and every Year at leaft a 
_* Million ſhould be killed; who are like wild 
* ö or Nettles, and hinder others 
+ from growing. * Thoſe are the Fruits of 
Cardar's and Averrees's School. 2 
XVI. He had his Dialogue about Nature He prints 
: printed in 1616, which he dedicated to the __ 
| Marſhall de Baſſompierre, whoſe Almoner he was, 


I oh 


3 ſays M. Patin, with a Salary of 200 Crowns a 
_ Year; f but probably he had this Place not till 
5 after this Dedication. For all that he was not 
d contented with this Place, which obliged him 
mW to be regular ; he loved better to ramble abour, 
3 and to make Converts; and in this manner he 


""Y loft himſelf. - 5 
XVII. His Books were every Day more The Book 


ov i . a | - ſuſpicious . 

wi had begun to draw in ſome Minds, by the to the 

7 in — - i — a a — — — — TACIT ha 4 Are. 
Doctrine curieuſe. p. 8 
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— K + In the Collection of M. Patin's MSS. quoted in Apologia 
| Pro Julio Cxſare Vanini, The Apologiſt ridicules the MS. 
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new Ideas and Paradoxes, which he ſubſtituted 
to the antient Tenets of common and ſchola- 
ſtick Divinity. But his Dialogues, much more 
impious, had defamed him to ſuch a degree 
among the Roman Clergy, (a Body of Men, na- 
turally very jealqus and miſtruſtful; and ſtill 
much more ſo in proportion to their Ignorance, * 

and the Character of the Errors whoſe Conta- 
gion they dread) ſo that they waited but for a 
plauſible Opportunity to accuſe and cut him off, 
They cou'd not condemn him upon his Books; 
for they were printed with Authority, approved 
by ſome Doctors, and he himſelf ſubmitted all 
his Writings to the Authority of the Holy See ; 
an excellent way to get clear of Embroils, by 
means of Recantation ! However it be, the Ve- 
nom was perceivable. Religion was there with 
Neck and Heels tied together, delivered up to the 
The Sor- Hands of the Profane and Atheiſts. The Sorbonne, 
_ ii of which two Doctors had approved his ſtrange 
Books to Dialogues, recalled that Book to a new Exami- 
be burat. nation, and condemn'd it to be burnt by the 
Common Hangman. Roſet I think is the only 
one who tells us this Circumſtance, ** but it is 
too probable to be omitted. We are told of 
another in the Patiniana t, which is, that Va- 
nini ſeeing himſelf forſaken by all the World, 


1 


fig -< Word is only applied to the Times when Ignorance 
reigned. | 
f This he doth in the Amphitheatre, at the End of the firſt 
Diſſertation, and in the laſt of his Dialogues, p. 495. 
* In his . Hiſtory, where he adds alſo this; he 
8 gagcuauſed to revive the wicked and abominable Book, called The 
Three Impoſtors, which is printed publickly, and to the great 
Scandal of the Chriſtians. He compoſed a Book about natural 
Cauſes, and dedicated it to M. Baſſompierre. He aſcribed to Na- 
ture, what belong'd properly to the Creator of the Univerſe. 
The Sorbonne condemn'd this Book to the Flames. 
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hated by the People, ſnunned by honeſt Men? 
perſecuted by the Clergy, and what touched 
him neareſt of all, under a continual Poverty; 
he launch d out into the firſt Action of Deſpair, 
which cou d not but prove fatal to him. He 
wrote to the Pope, that if they did not ſoon give 
him ſome Benefice, he was going to turn the whole 
Chriſtian Religion topſy-turvy, in three months time. 
Patin, who is made to ſay this, adds, that he 
knew a Man of Honour, who had ſeen that Let- 
ter, in which were many other Abſurdities, and 
ben very ſhocking Things, I am apt to believe, 
| that Vanini had couched this Letter upon Pa- 


per, to diſperſe: his Spleen, arid to divert him- 
x ſelf about it with his Friends, but there is no 


likelihood of his having ſent it to Rome. Princes 
have long Arms, and the Popes yet longer 
| than other Princes. Vanini was not yet ſo diſ- 
ordered in his Mind, as to inſult in ſo da- 
ring a manner, the Lieutenant of God upon 
Earth; he had too much reſpect and venera- 
5 tion for the Church. I would rather, ſays he, 
ö ſomewhere *, draw upon me the anger of Horace, 
than that of our Juquifitors, whom reſpect and 
; venerate as the Guardians of the Lord's Vineyard. 
= XVIII This is certain, that he left Paris He left Pa- 
in 1617, and returned to Toulouſe. He did us 
there what he had done every where elſe, with- o Toulouſe. ; 
out change of Method or Principles. He pro- ' © 
: feſſed there Phyfick, Philoſophy and Divinity, 
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tand took Scholars of all Sorts. Gramond ſays, 

be kept in cloſe Quarters for ſome time. 
" | He had Art enough to introduce himſelf to RF 
t the firſt Preſident, who charged him to inſtruct x 
i | - his Children: In which he ſucceeded too 4 
q well to his Misfortune ; for if we may be- | 


* Amphit, p. 109, | | 
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eve thoſe who told it to M. Lebuits, *, the 
Tbe Cauſe Attorney General animated the People againſt 
of bis death this miſerable Wretch, and proſecuted him 
2 2 with the utmoſt oft Rigour, an purpoſe to ven 
* hs the Preſident, who began to love him. 
XIX. There was a great deal of Impry- 
on in Vanini's Conduct. At the time when 
he is lifted up from the Dirt and che Oppreſſion 
of the ( „ and that he ſees bimtelf upon 
the drink of Preſerment, he endeavours ſe- 
cretly to teach and inſinuate Atheiſm, He 
inſtructed the Children in the fear of Gal, 
and thoſe who were Men grown, in Irreligion. 
*Thoſe are commonly the Marches and Coun- 
termarches of wicked Spirits, and one of 
thoſe Contradictions, which ir would be diffi- 
cult to comprehend, and even believe, if we 
did not know, that there are ſtill extant ſuch | 
profeſs d Infidels, who after they have inftruc- 
ted their Children in the principles of Chriſti- 
anity, to bring them up to | Virtue and Mo- 
deſty, go afterwards with their Friends to the 
"Tavern, and ridicule the ſame religious Precepts, 
which they have taught their Family. __ 
XX. Grammond, who was ſince firſt. Preſi- 
"Gramond . at Toulouſe, reports in his Hiſtory, that 
3 our Infidel did not ceaſe venting his Doctrine, 
timony. and to ſpread abroad his Impieties. But he 
did yet more, ſays Borrichius in the Journal of 
his Travels f. He was told at -Tolouſe that 
Panini had been burnt, becauſe Fly had efta- 
bliſhed there, ſome ſmall Aſſemblies, about ten 
of the Clock in the Evening. frequented. by 
8 5 off the ee of che City, to an he 


1 n 


was. * 


5 b of FOE rownrds the End. Sce the Index at 
* Wor Vanini. 


I Apolog. pro Vanino, p. 39. 
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delivered his libertine Principles. Tis likely 


Borrichius means ydung Men, for ir is not to 


be ſuppoſed that Fathers of Famiiies went there; 
They would not have ſaffered, in their City, 
ſuch a dangerous Perſon, although they had 
been of his Opinion themſelves. Mr. Bayte, who 


was ſo curious, and had lived at Toulonſs eighteen 


Months, tells us nothing of theſe Cireumſtan- 
ces of Panini's Life, it ſeems rather he did 


not know them, or doubted of thoſe he found 


ſomething about it in his Supplement, which is 


now in Hand; fer I have been aſſured there is an 


Article about VANINI in it. I the Gentlemen 
of Tonlotsſe, who in the Records of their Par- 


liament, poſſeſs all the Memoirs of this Pro- 
ceſs, unleſs they burnt em with the Criminal, 
would favour the Publiek with em, they might - 


do it very eaſily, by ſending a Copy thereof 
to ſome noted Man, whom the love for Sciences 
and Literature, renders every Day dearer to 


the learned, I mean, the Abbé Bignon, whid - 


would not fail to impart it to the Publick, in 
that valvable Journal, which is formed under 
his Direction: By that means we might be af- 
ſured of Facts, which we cannot now be poſi- 


tive in. I know very well that we have” Gra- 


mond, who was upon the Place, and that he is 
particular as to the chief Circumſtances; but 
there is a great deal of difference between the 
report of an Hiſtorian, who is very bigotted *, 
and the authentick Pieces of a Court of 
Judicature. Mean while, until thoſe Gentle- 


men ſatisfy us, or ſome other curious Perſon 


of Toulouſe, doth acquaint us with ſome more 
conſiderable Particuſarities, (as it is eaſy yet 


KK F VS . _> * * * 


* See Patin's Letters. Letter 91. 
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to come to the knowledge of them) you muſt 
content yourſelf, Sir, with thoſe I have col- 
lected. But before we come to the Death of 
our Infidel, I ſhall give you an Account of 
the Impieties which fo viſibly brought it upon 
him: And that I can do no better than by 
an Abſtract of his Works, ſince it is always 
true, that Authors draw their Pourtraits in 
their Books, without thinking on it. 
XXI. There is room to believe that all his 
. Works have not been publiſhed. He tells us 
e himſelf, that his firſt Eſſays did not pleaſe him 
afterwards. They are Commentaries upon Na- 
tural Philoſophy f, where he refuted Cardan 
in many Places. You may judge of their Me- 
Commen- rit, from this Paradox which he taught there, 
G vi. that the Taſte is not one of the frue Senſes. 
He compoſed afterwards Commentaries upon 
Phyſick, Commentarii Medici, which he eſteem- 
ed but little, as being made in, haſte. He 
—Commen- treated there of the Diſtempers of the Eyes 
I? Medi and their Remedies * & . 7 
| Afterwards he worked upon Morality, and 
wrote a Treatiſe about true Wiſdom, De vera 
| Sapientia 9. Garaſſe had read that Book *, as it 
appears from his Dofrine Curieuſe. The choice 
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+ See Schramm De Vita & Scriptis Vanini, p. 80. , 
| © See the fame, Ibid. and Vanini's Dialog. p. 88. and 166- 
§ See the fame. Ibid. and Vaninis Dialog. p. 275, 
II quote this Fact upon the good faith of Vanini's Apolo- 
giſt. Apologia pro ame 6. I have conſulted Garaſſe 
'Hnce, who ſays, he has that Book, p. 1015. Doctrine 
Curieuſe. I have ſeen, fays he, but three of Vanini's Books, 
Vi . his Amphitheatrum, that De ſapientia, and his Dialogues. 
In his Amphithearre he ſpeaks like an Hypocrite; in his Book - 
4 de Sapientia like a Cynick, and-in his Dia lagues like a com- 
| of 
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of ſuch a Subject may ſeem perhaps ſtrange in 
Vaniui's Hands; but it is not — for 
the greateſt Fools to write about true Wiſ- 
dom. Garaſſe ſays, that Book is writ, as if it 
were done by. a Heathen or Quick Philoſopher. 
Natural Magick was not out of the reach of 
his Enquiries. He compoled a Treatiſe, enti- 
ruled ; Phyfico-magicus tractatus , where among 
other Paradoxes, he maintained that Baſtards 
| have more Senſe, more Beauty, and more 
Strength than legitimate Children. He was fo 
poſſeſſed of that Prejudice, that he repeats it in 
his Dialogues, and makes no ſcruple to wiſh 
bimſelf a Baſtard, whoſe turpitude is ſo amply 
recompenced by the Advantages of the ordi- 
_ nary Effects. Why do you ſmile? ſays 4- 
_ © Texander, becauſe I thought ſays Julius, on a 
** pleaſant Speculation I had juſt now. Pray, 
* anſwers Alexaxder, impart it to me, if it was 
put for to laugh. Julius Caſar anſwers , 
© Would to God, I had been born from the 
© left fide, and out of Wedlock ! My Parents 


would have worked to frame me with ſo 
much Vigour —— that I ſhould: have had 
ec | : | | 
an extraordinary Beauty, a robuſt Body and 
* a clear Head: But becauſe I am a legiti- 
„mate Child, I want all thoſe Advantages, 
* 
5 


My Father was bent under the burden of 
| Years when he married, and all his Vigour 
' of Youth was cooled. His Strength was 
© flackned; his Spirits very weak, and his na- 
* tural Faculties very much impaired ; he was 
; ſeventy Years old, that is all you can an 
* and conſequently —— from thence it is I 
* have obtained a feeble Complexion. And 


ch h TS Dial. 2 252. | 
| + Dial, p. 321. 322. aha: 
| F . af 
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8 „if you ſee me of an aſpiring Genius, a 
* gentle Deportment, and a Body ſubje& to 
Infirmities, tis becauſe my Father, although 
old, was agreeable, of an eaſy Temper, and 
that a young Woman (Philoſophers laugh at 
thoſe Chriſtian Marriages) took care to 
warm him again. Moreover, he waited for 
that fine Seaſon, when Nature is renewed, 
* and by the help of Bacchus he found himſelf 
yet —— Alexander. By all that is good, 
* thoſe are not the Speculations of a drunken 
Man! Thoſe are Meditations of a Man 
* profoundly Wife. 
Begging Pardon of the Publick for the Liberty 
¶ have taken in tranſlating this Paſſage, as no- 
deftly as poſſible, I proteſt my ouly View in ſo 
doing was, to make Vanini's Character the better 
This ambitions Man ventured alſo upon a 
Treatiſe, that Glory ought to be held in Con- 
tempt, De contemmenda Gloria, where he pro- 
poſed to refute all the Atheiſts of his Time, 
who accuſed our Saviour of having aimed at 
Glory, even to his Death: As if there were 
great need to overthrow” this Illuſton for thoſe 
who read the Goſpel, and know that Jeſus 
Chriſt always appealed to his Reſurrection, 
which if it had not happened, would not have 
| failed ſtaining his Name with perpetual Con- 
1 rempr. 2 e 1 r 
But this Atheiſtical Objection pleaſed Va- 
nini egough to repeat it often, and to form 
his own from it, as we ſhall ſee in the following. 
Apologia It is probably that with the ſame impious 
prolegeMo-View he compoſed an Apology for Religion; 
5 - = which he entituled, Defence of the Law of Mo- 
has. fes and that of Chriſt againſt the Phyficians, Aſtro- 
V nomers 


— 
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zomers and Politicians . He there refuted the 
Atheiſts of his Times, who advanced that Mo- 


fes made the Children of Mrael paſs through the 
red Sea at the time of reflux or low Water: 
He alſo treated there at large upon the Te- 
nets of the Chriſtian Religion, and in particu- 
lar on the Immortality of the Soul, which Car- 
dan and Pomponatius had attack d, and he made 


it appear after his manner, that the Opinion of 
the latter is of dangerous Conſequence. All 


this without doubt to have an Opportunity 
of ſaying againſt the Chriſtian Religion, what 
he pleaſed. Tis certain he had a good Opi- Libri 
nion of Aſtrology, and that conſequently he nom 
was ſomething of an Aſtronomer. He took 
upon him to publiſh 4A Treatiſe of Aſtronomy, 
which was printed in Germany. Alexander his 
_ admirer acquaints us with that particularity in 


his Dialogues. I have read, ſays he t, theſe 
Eaſter Holy- Days, your Books of Aſtronomy, printed 


at Strasbourg, with a very fine Letter: You teach 
there ſome things concerning the Stars, which ſeem 


to me admirable and divine. This Book muſt be 
very ſcarce, ſince M. de La Croze, whom every 


body knows to be well verſed in the Hiftory of 


Literature, without - mentioning here his other 
Accompliſhments, for all the Enquiry he made 


could not light on it: He not only did not 


has ſeen mention made of it 


find the Book, but alſo owns, that he no where 


+ 


E 


Aſtros 


ici, | 


Io appeaſe the Clergy, Vanini compoſed alſo Apologia 


+ Dial. p. 31. 5 8 ES 
* Entretien ſur div. ſuj. : Hi. &c. p. 353: . a TT 
+ See the Preface of the Amphitheatre. y 5 | 
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An Apology for the Council of Trent, divided into Pro, Cone. 


lio Triden» 
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ſparing there of Invectives againſt Luther, and 
I believe Calvin met with no better Treatment. 
It is a common Stratagem with Infidels, to 
skreen themſelves from the ſecular Power un- 
der the mask of Orthodoxy, and to lay hold 
of- the Body of the Tree, at the time when 

they dig the Ground to root it out. No Per- 
ſons in theſe latter Times have ſeem d to be 
more intereſted for the Doctrine of Grace, 
than thoſe who derided jt moſt in their Hearts. 
This Stratagem, notwithſtandingi it is very 
. - groſs, did not fail of Succeſs. They are ap- 
plauded in Converſation and all Conferences, 
and through a ſecret Jealouſy, others, who 
cCounterbalance their Merit, are denied the juſt | 
Encomĩums of their Ability and Zeal. What 
is practiſed in our Days did alſo happen. in 
Panini's Time. Clear-{ighted Perſons, diſco- 
vered immediately. in his Books, the Venom 
which ſeized the Reader at the firft Approach, 
and complained of it. But Panini defended 
himſelf, and proteſted he was zealoufly affected 
to the Roman Religion, he wrote of true Wiſ- 
dom, of Contempt of Glory; of the Truth 
and the light of the Councit of Trent, he rang- 
ed himſelf under the formidable Canons of that 
Council, as ſome have skreened themſelves 
| ſince behind other Canons; he frowned at In- 
novators, and maintained the Intereſt of the 
Church with a dazling Zeal. 'Thus he eſcaped 
the Cenſure, becauſe he aſſumed an Air of Or- 
thodoxy, which ſatisfied ſome weak Minds. 
| He found ſome Doctors of the Sorbonne, who 
approved his Works which were viſibly impious. 
All theſe Works of Panini, whether they were 
publiſhed or not, are loſt ; we know the Titles 
and Subject of them, becauſe he acquaints us with 
it himſelf in the two Books: which are not 0 
„ ; | | „„ 11 8 
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Ahe d, u. his Amphitheatre and Dialogues, of His Am. : 
which I am going to give you an Account with 7775 


all the Fidelity you require of me. 


and Dia- 


XXII. The Anphitheatre's Title is, [Amphi- 3 

theatrum æternæ providentia Divino - Magicum, Chri- Ide of his 
ſtiano- Pig ſicum, Aſtrologico- Catholicum, adverſus ve- An pbithe- 
teres P hiloſophos, Atheos 7 Epicureos, Peripateticos, Fro- aire, 


50s, &c. That is, An Amphitheatre of Divine Provi= 
dence, Divino- Magicum,Chriſtiano-Phyficum, Aſtrolo- 
gico-Catholicum, againit᷑ the antient Philoſophers, Athe= 

 iſts, Epicureans, Peripateticks, Stoicks, &c. in 8 v0. 
printed at Lyons, 1615, dedicated to Count de 
Caſtro, Protector of his Family and his Bene- 
factor. It is approved by four Doctors, 91. 
by Claude Deville, Frangois de Soleil, jaques De- 
veine & Seve, who acknowledge to have found 
there nothing againſt the Catholick and Roman 
Faith: But on the contrary they affirm, it con- 
tains very profound and ſtrong Reaſons, agree- 
able to the moſt fublime Doctrine of Maſters 
in Divinity, and they admire the Advantage 
it will procure to the Juſt Cauſe. 


Some Criticks have judg d that Book pretty The Opi- 
innocent. The famous Morhoff t finds there nan of. 

fome good Proofs for the Immortality of the ed Menup- 
Soul, and he does not believe that Vanini pub- on bis am. 
lin d it with an Intention to attack the Chriſti- thitheatre. 


an Religion. Burleus alſo ſpeaks well of it, and 
Diectman doth not like ſome ſhould find ſo much 
fault with this Book, as if he hew'd himſelf 
a complete Naturaliſt in every Page. Never- 
theleſs F. Merſenne, M. de la Croſe, and a Num- 
ber of others, are of the contrary Opinion. 

They diſcover there a Stock of Hypocriſy and 
Malice, which laſts from the Beginning to the 


E This is the Subſtance of the Approbation. : 
+ Morhoff in Polyhiftor, Idem in MSS. de Hiſt. Liter. Vid. 


End. 


Apol. pro Vanin. p. 33. 
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dogant. (I propoſe, ſays he, in this Work, to unfold, 
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Moment, but I aſſure you ingenuouſly I ſide 
with the Opinion of the laſt. I find the Am- 
© pheatre a very dangerous Book, and rather more 
| rejudicial than the Dzalogues. I agree, the 
Ho Wa Views is more hid there than in the laſt : But 
it is alſo more methodical and enſnaring. He 
ſeems to combat the antient and modern Athe- 
iſts, and in effect he gives them the Vic- 
tory, by his weak and inſignificant Anſwers. 
But when I ſay dangerous, I don't mean they 
are ſo to a Philoſopher but indifferently armed. 
No Sir, you'll find nothing uncommon in Va- 
nini. Some Ideas of Ariſtotle, and Averroes, up- 
on Naturaliſm; ſome Extravagancies of Cardan 
and Pomponatius s Horoſcopes of the now reign- 
ing Religions: And laſtly, ſome Difficulties of 
Cicero * againſt Providence, agitated before him in 
Greece, by Epicure, Straton, and Carneades, lightly 
touch'd over again by Seneca: F Which are laſtly, 
produced with all their force, by the ingenious 
Author which. every one knows. This is all 
you'll find in Panini, on the Subject of the Ex- 
iſtence of God, of the Author of Motion, of his 
Providence, of his Attributes, of the Origin 
of Phyſical Evil, of the Immortality of the 
Soul, Oc. He immediately propoſes the State of 
the Queſtion plain enough, afterwards he relates 
the beſt Reaſoning of the Scholaſticks, pretty 
much at large; then ridicules em, and ſubſti- 
tutes in their Place, either the greateſt Nonſenſe 
in the World, or the moſt impious Naturaliſm. 
His pre- He explains his Deſign in the Preface, in a 
face is ar- manner not becoming a modeſt Philoſopher. 


— 
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.. * See Lib. 1. 11. De Natura Deorum. 
1 dee the Book de Providentia. 


« and 


End. My Vote, I muſt own, is of no grear 
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© and to make plain all the Myſteries of Provi- 


© dence; but don't expect I ſhould take em 


from the Declamations uſed by Cicero, nor 
© from thoſe Dreams, or rather plauſible Ra- 
* vings of the Divine Philoſopher ;' and yet 
much leſs from the abſurd Impertinencies of 
* our Scholaſticks : But I ſhall draw them from 
„the Source of the moſt hidden Philoſophy, 
as being beſt able to quench the thirſt of cu- 


* rious Minds. You ſee, he ſpeaks of Ci- 


cero with great Diſdain, and yet he has ſtole 
from him through the whole Work ; as I hope 
to make it appear in the Tranſlation I have pro- 
miſed you, of the Book of The Nature of the 
Cod.; which will be pabliſh'd, God willing, next 
Year, if the Publick doth not diſcourage me. 


XXIII. The firſt Diſſertations of the Am- He attacks 
phitheatre ſeem, at firſt ſight, very innocent: the ſtrong- 


But don't truſt him, for he focn overthrows 


Argu- 


ments, of 


again what he has eſtabliſnd, or at leaſt he the Neceſ- 
burthens it with Difficulties, and flings himſelf, ſity of the 


at all hazard, into Averroes's Metaphyſicks 


Exiſtence © 


? of a firſt” 


where I muſt own ingenuouſly I cannot follow Motion. 


him. The neceſſary Exiſtence of a firſt intelli- 


gent Cauſe of Motion, who has at leaſt ranged 


things in the Order we ſee, is one of our chief 


Arguments againſt Atheiſts. As for him, he 


prevaricates upon this Proof, and - omits no 
turn to diſimbarraſs himſelf from it; but here 
tis where he entangles himſelf moſt, and grous 


perfectly unintelligible: Spinoſa is not more ob- 
ſcure in his Ethicks, You know, Sir, this is 


the Caſe of all Infidels : Nothing is more im- 
penetrable than their Principles, and Providence 
has wiſely ordered it, that what 1s deſigned by 
the wicked to root out of the Hearts of Men, 
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® Preface to the Amphit. 
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the Belief of a Divinity, is always very ob- 
ſeure, and conſequently improper to do the 
Effect. Vauini, after having done all his Endea- 
vours to weaken the P of a firft Canſe of 
Motion, ſubſtitutes another, as ridiculous as 
fable to imagine. He reaſons upon the 

| Number 9, and drays from it a pretended De- 
maonſtration, which he calls Divizo-magica, or 
-  Cabailiftica, and boaſts of having proved there- 
by the Exiſtence of God more ſtrongly, than by 

the Proof we produced; whieh is as antient 

as the World itſelf. But once more that is his 
way; he mocks the Chriſtians by propoſing 
their Reaſens in an unfair manner ; he embroils 
them by Ariſtotelian Subtleties, and after he has 
8 em, he ſubſtitutes new ones that are 

8 CHA r1iul, | 475 1 | 
He gives - XXIV. He ſucceeds beſt when he throws his 
a amb Doubts on the firſt Truths, which are the 
£7: Foundation of all others; ſuch are for Exams 

_ theDivini-ple, the Exiftence of Cod and his Providence. 
' ty As the Nature of theſe two Objects infinitely 
exceeds our Capacity, he imagines to have re- 
futed them, when he has ſhewn the infinite 
Diſproportion there is betwixt the lowneſs of 
our Conception, and the heigth of thoſe Ob- 
jects. As for Inſtance, he thought ro refute 
the Divinity, by giving the following Definition 


of it. 885 
Lou ask me, ſays he, what is God; but 
ik I knew it, I ſhould be God; for no one 
* knows what God is, but God himſelf. We 
may nevertheleſs know him in ſome meaſure 
“ by his Works, almoſt in the ſame manner as 
we know the Light of the Sun thro? a Cloud, 
* which eclipſes it. Behold now how our Hand 


— 
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„ Amphit. p. 10. 
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© makes bold to deſcribe that firſt of all Be- 
© ings, alrho' perhaps very vainly. God is to 
* himſelf his Beginning and his End; tho' he 
« has neither Beginning nor End. He has no 
© need neither of one or the other, and yet he 
& ;s the Author of both. He ſubſiſts continu- 
ally without any Time: Equally not ſuſcep- 
tible of what is paſt or to come. He reigns 
every where, without any Place ; unmove- 
«© able, without any Situation; ſwift, without 
e Motion; all, without all things; within eve- 
© ry thing, without being encloſed ; without. | 
ce every thing, without being excluded. In 
_ © every thing, he governs all; without every 

© thingy he has created. He is good without 

* Quality ; great without Quantity 3 univerſal 

* without Parts; unchangeable tho he changes 
all: His Will is his Power, and the exerting 
his Power doth not differ from his Will: 

Simple, in him nothing is in Power, but eve- 

4 ry) thing in the AQ, he is in himſelf pure; 

ce the firſt, the middlemoſt, and laſt Act. In 
* ſhort, he is all, above all, beyond all, before 
“ all, and after all, and he yet remains all. 
XXV. Perhaps you'll ſay Sir, I am very 
bold to tranſlate this Paſſage after the famous 
Mr. Saurin, who has explained it in one of his 
Sermons in a conciſe manner indeed, but much 
more elegant, than it is in Vanini himſelf; but 
I beg you'd remember this is a Letter, where 
we undertake to diſcover with Exactneſs the 
Venom of our Atheif? ; and not a Sermon 
where commonly one is ſatisfy'd with pointing 
at it, which yet ſhou'd be done with abundance 
of Circumſpection. As for the reſt, you are 
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* The Title of the Sermon is ſur les profondeurs divines the 
4th, Tom, 1. See Saurin's Anſwer to Vanini's Definition, 1hid 
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too good a Philoſopher to be embarraſs'd with 
our Atheiſt's Definition. "Tis not dangerous 
but to thoſe who have a corporeal Idea of God: 
But if we ſuppoſe, 1. That God is a pure Spi- 
rit, and. conſequently without the Sphere of 
our Imagination. 2. That he is an infinite Spi- 
rit, and conſequently beyond our Ideas: If one 
ſuppoſes, I ſay, theſe two Truths, which are 
ſelf-evident, all the Clouds of Vanini are diſ- 
perſed; all the Jingle of Words diſappears: 
And if any. Difficulties remain, they are com- 


75 to all Syſtems and Sciences. Lou may judge 


0 ] 
make of that long Definition. 
FI knew what is God, I ſhou'd be God, Not 
at all, becauſe it would be very eaſy for God 
to make himſelf known to an intelligent Being, 
of the firſt Order. ROT 
Cod is to himſelf his Beginning and End. That 
is a heap of Words which ſignifies nothing. 
Hie is ſuſceptible neither of the paſt nor future. 
Without doubt. Is there any Paft or Futurity 
in a pure, infinite, and eterrial Spirit? No, 
Let us own to Yann, that Eternity is incom- 
prehenfible ; but he knows very well that it 
may be demonſtrated, as two and two make 
four. As to the manner of this Eternity, whe- 
ther it is a fix'd Point, or a continual Succeſſi- 
on, we leave that to the Philoſophers. 
Hie reigus every where, without any Place; that 
is to ſay, he is infinite,. without being cor- 
poreal: Agreed. One might make the ſame 
Difficulty about the Ub: of our Souls, and an- 
ſwer to the ſame purpoſe; the Proportion being 
obſerved. CE ee 9 | 
Hie is good without Quality. God's Goodneſs 
is ſpiritual and moral: Our Infidel forgets him- - 
ſelf, with his Quality. . 


it, Sir, from the ſhort Recapitulation I ſhall 


Great 


* 
1 
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Great without Quantity, univerſal without Parts. * 
All this turns upon corporeal Ideas, which muſt 
be excluded. 5 by 
Unchangeable'when he changes all. This is no 
Contradiction; for in changing all, God exe- 
cutes his Deſign, and remains unchangeable. 
Whoſe Willis Power, and whoſe Will is confu- 
4 þ ſed with the Power, Obſerve, this is very bold 
for a Philoſopher : Is it not to penetrate into 
the moſt . obſcure part of Divine Nature? As 
for me, who am not ſo clear-ſfighted as our 
Free-Thinkers, I content my ſelf to ſay, that 
altho' the Will of God is always efficacious, 
one may however diſtinguiſh this Will into con- 
ceived and execated :' For cou'd one explain 
otherways the Predictions di the Prophets, who 
adviſe us of the particular Wills of God, ma- 
ny Ages before their Accompliſnment? 
In ubom nothing is in Power, but every thing in 
the Act. Another Falſhood, in my Opinion, 
which wou'd deprive God of his Sovereign Li- 
berty, and introduce Naturaliſm. 
La-aſtly, He is all above, beyond, and within every | 
thing. All that borders upon the corporeal Ideas 
which we have refuted already. - 
XXVI. This is not the only Place, where An inſig- 
| Panini mocks Religion, and the Attributes of nificant 
God. -In another Place he pretends to defend _— 
the Scripture, and accuſes the Pſalmiſt of having Palmiſtt. - 
| ſaid, that the Mercy of the Lord is above all bis © 
works, You may eaſily comprehend what that 
means, .in the Mouth of a good Man, who is 
poſſeſs d of the Love of God, and who, in con- 
ſideration of his Unworthineſs, and the Bene- 
faction of the Creator, extols that of his At- 
tributes, which affects and intereſts him moſt. 
Vanini takes it all in a metaphyſical Senſe, and 
complains of the Preachers, who, founded upon 
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gion. 


Cardans 


. the Chriſtian Religion indirectly, but in 
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theſe Words, ſays he, utter Blaſphemies, 
telling us, that God is infinitely more merci- 
ful than juſt. As if God was not a ſimple and 
pure Being, but a Compoſition of Beginning 
and End, ſubſequent to what he is compoſed 
of. Behold, Sir, I beſeech you, his manner of 
Philoſophiſing. Men ſpeak of the moral At- 


' tributes of the Divinity, if 'tis permitted to 
uſe the Expreſſion, of his Juſtice, and his Mer- 
cy; things where the Queſtion is not about 
Compoſition. Nevertheleſs, our Caviller ſeems 
to be ſo much in Pain about it, that he talks of 
it, as of different Principles, which, by being 


more or leſs exerciſed in the Divine Eſſence, 


cou'd alter the ſimplicity thereof. Where is the 
Conſequence? "Tis true, it would be impru- 


dent to maintain, abſolutely in a Sermon, that 
God is more merciful than juſt : But for all 
that, we ſhould not call it Blaſphemy, and bring 
Heaven and Earth together, as if all was loſt ; 
ſince the Perſon who unadvertedly ſpeaks thoſe 


Words, takes them in the Senſe of the Pro- 
phet, viz. that as we are Sinners, nothing touch- 


es us more than Divine Compaſſion. But Va- 
nini has his Views; he endeavours to put the 


Scripture againſt itſelf, and embroil the Chri- 


ftians, and afterwards to ridicule the Myſtery 
of Redemption. | | 


over the Exiſtence and Perfections of God, he 


a pleaſant manner. You'd never imagine it, Sir ; 


he ſteale from Cardan, Jeſus Chriſt's Horoſcope. 
Some Men indeed, have doubted Cardan did 
not believe the Truths of our Religion: Vani- 


ui maintains that he was not very ſuperſtitious, 
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1 Amphit, Diſſert. XIX. towards the End. 8 


XXVII. After he has thrown ſome Clouds 


and 
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and yet proves the contrary, by quoting that 
famous Horoſcope, which he calls impious. We 
will call him, if you pleaſe, the ſuperſtitions. 
Atheiſt, and you'll ſee if the Definition becomes = 
him, by examining one of his famous Aftrolo= . 5 
gical Whimſies: But under Condition that you'll 10 
pardon me, Sir, if I bewilder my ſelf in the 
Celeſtial Geography; for I have never wander'd 
about in that Place. 2 
Now he pretends that there have been in 
the Conſtellations of our Saviour, ſuch Wonders, 
and in ſo great a Number, that if we were to 
ſtick only to the natural and aſtronomical Rea- 
ſons, this Jeſus muſt have had all the Grandeur 
and PerfeQions the Concourſe of Stars can fur- 
niſh: But the chief Points that charaReriſe 
him, muſt be Compaſſion, Juſtice, Fidelity, Sim- © 
plicity and Charity, not only for himſelf, but 
alſo for his Sectaries. He thinks, his Se& 
was to root itſelf in the World, ſo as to laſt 
until the return of the Eclipticks, that is 4000 
Years, after which time there wou'd be a gene- 
ral Reformation in the Univerſe. He doth 
not ſay poſitively, that all what appeared Divine 
in Jeſus Chriſt, had depended from the Con- 
ſtellations; but he pretends it was God, who 
cauſed him to be born at that Juncture, to 
make his Birth memorable in all Ages. Ties 
uit h that Confidence, ſays he, that I thought pro- 
per to publiſh this Horefiogs altho I kept it ſecret © 
more than twenty Tears, by a Scruple of Religiou. 
Thoſe laſt Words render Cardan ſuſpicious ; 
for, what reaſon was there to ſuppreſs, by a 
Scruple of Religion, a Diſcovery, which invin- 
cibly wou'd prove the Divinity of the Chri- 
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Cardan, in Comment. ad Ptolomz, Lib. 2. p. 369. Ed. 
Lugd. 15. 2 | = 
| | ſtian 
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ſtian Religion, if it was a. good: one? But 
Cardan introduces into this Horoſcope cer- 
tain Things, which are not altogether agree- 
able to the chief Articles of our Belief; and 
this is the Scruple which detained him: Thoſe 
ſort of cowardly Limitations and Precautions 
are commonly a ſign that there is a Snake in 
the Graſs. ; 
Be that as it will, this is the Prep! 
it compoſed of ten rare and ſingular Cha- 
racters 
, The Conju ien N Heads of the Balance 
of Fl © of the eighth Kan? ninth Orb,not git in theElip- 
cis tic Section with the EquinoGial Circle ; but allo | 
roſcope ac- with the Head of the Ram of the lictle Circle 
3 to of the eighth Orb, in the Longitude with the 
ES as head of * Ram, which-makes the Center of 
the little Circle of the ninth Orb, From thence 
our Halian draws wonders about the laſting of 
Chriſtianity, and he advances boldly, thar it 


. will laſt 6030 Years; which far exceeds Lactan- 


tius s Calculation, who gave it but 500 Years 
in all, and of that of Dr. Craig, who Placed 
its Period in the Year 3153 f. f 
2. The ſecond Charadder of the Horoſcope 
is the Comet, which appeared at his Birth, be- 
ing the ſame with that extraordinary Star, of 
which the Evangeliſt ſpeaks, which brought 
the Philoſophers from the remoteſt parts of 
the Eaſt to Bethlehem 9. 
3. The third is Jupiter, who promiſes ſedate 
1 bers, gentle Deportment, Eloquence and 
Miſdom. Fir that Reaſon, ſays Cardan, our 
Saviour began to diſpute in the N being but 
twelve Tears old. | 


3 
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* Car dan, ibid. p. 373. | 

See Dict. Hiſt, & Critique of Bayle, Tom. iii. 
| $ — Matthæi. Ch. ii. 2. | 
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4. The fourth is the end of the Virgin, a 
Star of the firſt Magnitude, which has more of 
Venus than of Mars, and which portends alſo 
Eloquence, favour of Men and knowledge of 
Things to come. And every one knows, ſays he, 
that Jeſus Chriſt prophecy'd. . 

5. The fifth is the point of the Autumnal 


: 7 ; for he was born, ſays he, a Moment 
, 8 - 


ore Midnight. . > 
6. The ſixth is the Summer Tropick, which 
was in the middle of the Heavens at the time 
of his Birth: And according to Prolomy ſignifies 
a pow Diſpoſition to eſtabliſh a new Law in the 
7. The ſeventh is another Star called Hercules; 
of the ſecond Magnitude and of the Nature of 
Mars: Which announced to him and his Secta- 
rians Combats, and Sufferings of Martyrdom, 
to the Confeſſors and alſo all the Orders of 
religious Chivalry. 1 9 21 
8. The eighth Sign is another Conjunction 
of the Head of the Ram, Jupiter and Saturn 
being joined in Cancer. This Conjunction 
portended him a publick and ſhameful Death. 
9. The ninth is the Sun, which preſides over 
all the Conſtellations, and promiſes a Death 
followed by an immortal Name, Fo 
10. Laſtly, the tenth is Mercury, who joins 


there with the Sun, and appoints the ſenſe and 


hability of the Legiſlator. And we know, ſays 
he, that the People of Paleſtine were afto» 
niſhed at Jeſus Chriſt's Reſponſes, which came 
no doubt from human Wiſdom and not the 
Divinity, which may be withour the Succours 
of Conſtellations. And this, concludes our Ita- 


lan, are the ten Signs of this wonderfull Conſtella- 


tion, by the concourſe of which we have ſeen a true 
5 Repreſentation 


} 
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Repreſentation of the Wonders to come, ranged in 


the eternal Order of Things. © 
Now Sir, what ſay you to this Horoſcope ? 
Is it not very juſt, conſidering it was made after 
the Time, and ſhould we not apply to Cardan; 
what the Author of the Nouveaux Elemens de 
Geometrie; ſaid to his brother Author of the 
Art de penſer; that he had not gueſſed amiſs at 
Things paſt? But among the reſt, what think 
you'of the Paſſage, that the Reſponſes of our 
Lord had not been the produce of Divine Wiſdom ? 
Is that the Language of a Chriſtian, or of a 
Man, whoſe Brains are confuſed, and his Eyes 
drowſy by Star-gazing? What he adds, that 
then was ſeen a Repreſentation of the Wonders rang- 
ed already in the eternal Chain of Things : Is that 
any ways edifying, or doth. it agree with what 
he ſaid above, viz. * that God is the firſt Au- 
*© thor of that glorious Conſtellation? In truth, 
it coſts our Italians nothing to contradi& them- 
ſelves ; Cardan doth it ſometimes, and Vanini 
always. Ne 6 
Faninis W bat is your Opinion, the laſt thinks of this 
Thoughts Horoſcope? He regards it as the moſt dange- 
2 Venom that ever has been inſinuated a- 
Ve. gainſt the Chriſtian Religion: For after he has 
rehearſed all what we ſaid above, he falls in 
a Paſſion and darts Fire and Flames, he fetches 
deep Sighs, and you would imagine he is going 
to be choaked *, O perditiſſimos Sermones ! O ( 
nefauda verba ! O inquinatiſſimum Scriptorem ! "Tis 
done, Chriſtianity is going to expire and no- 
thing remains but to raiſe it an Epitaphe ! 
XX VIII. Nevertheleſs you ſee Sir, that this 
Horoſcope is of no moment at all. Aſtrology, 
according to the Sentiments of all Men of Un- 


ge Diſſercar, vil. and viil, of the Amphitheatre. 
P derſtanding 
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derſtanding, is the moſt pitiful of all Sciences. 
Its Principles are Illuſion itſelf. Mr. Bayle has 
run it down in ſuch a manner, that it will ne- 
ver recover the Blow. See his Penſees diverſes 

and Vol. 1. de la Rep. aux queſtions d'un pro- 

vincial, on this Head, and I am perſuaded it 

will move your pity to reflect, that human 

Minds have been amuſed with fo trivial a 
Science. All Cardan's Horoſcope is built upon 
two Illuſions, a certain Fact and an abſurd Con- 

ſequence, The Fact is, that we ſhould know 

the Day and Hour of the Birth of Feſus Chriſt ; 
but no is more doubrful than that Suppoſi- 


tion. Confult the Chronologers, and all will 
unanimouſly tell you, they are uncertain + 
in that Reſpect, wiz. about the Year, the 
| Month, the Day, the Hour, and all what Car- 
dan ſuppoſes as agreed upon. The abſurd 
Conſequence he draws from this Conſtellation 
is, that it ſeems to him ſo extraordinary, that 
it could not ſuit any one but Jeſus Chriſt ; that 
there has never been any more glorious, and 
that without loubt Gcd would not have cau- 
ſed him to be born under that Conſtellation, if 
it ſignified nothing. But Cardan does not per- 
ceive that his Conſequence is abſurd for ſeve- 
ral Reaſons. SE + 
I. He ſhould have proved before hand, the 
i certainty of Aſtrology in general, and the ſo- 
lidity of a Horoſcope, before he made that 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 2h a 
2. He ſhould be poſitively aſſured of the 
Year, Month, Day and Hour. Jeſus Chriſt was 
born in; which he was nor. | | 
3. Were there no other Children born at 
5 Jeruſalem or Bethlehem about the ſame time, or 
perhaps the ſame Minute? Why ſhould then 
the ſame Situation of Stars be favourable to 
. ads = Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt and fatal to all the Infants of Berh- 
ons ERR | 1 8 
4. Laſtly, if there was any Appearance of all 


Why ſhould ſo important a Conſtellation have 
been hid from us ſo long a time ? 55 
How he XXIX. But I treſpaſs on your Patience Sir, 
ns and Cardan and Vanini abuſe _ ſo that I 
eee £3 ſhall ſay no more of theſe wild Notions. I 


origin of have told you already that the Strength of the 


Curdans Objections againſt Providence; and 


He diſtinguiſhes one Difficulty from tſe other, 
thoſe of the pical and moral Evil, and he pro- 


greateſt of Bagatelles! when he alledges a judi- 
cious Solution. For Example, if you Anſwer 
to the Difficulty taken from the moral 
Evil; that God would not make perfect Crea- 


with that View he has endowed em with a ſort 
amples and Prayers, may reſiſt Evil, and procure it- 


upon Earth, and chiefly in Heaven, He runs down 
St. Bafil's Thoughts, which he introduces, in 


Nonſenſe, ſays he, God only is the ſovereigu Free 
Agent, Jeſus Chriſt alſo and the Holy Virgin; 
nevertheleſs they never have ſinned : And behold 


all thofe new and ſatisfactory Ideas, which 
TW | OS | are 


that, how came it to paſs that it never has 
been diſcovered but ſixteen Ages afterwards? 
God and Nature produce nothing in Vain: 


Evil. Amphitheatre conſiſts in reporting Cicero's and 


that is what he gives the greateſt m to. 


poſes them all very preciſely. He forgets not 
the common Anſwers; but calls em Illuſions | 
and Scholaſtical Filth. Bagatelles, ſays he, the 


tures, but ſuſceptible of Blame and Praiſe, and that 


Kal al „ had ms ww ec. .ocooc a. @ _ Bog 


of. Liberty, which aſſiſted by Education, good Ex- 
ſelf by the goodneſs of God a diſtinguiſhing Glory ' 


an abuſive manner. Nugæ, ſays he, nugaciſſimæ. 


the Solntion annihilated, and the difficulty re-- 
maining in all its Force. But where are then 
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are promiſed in the Title and Preface, - and 
which ſhould be ſo remote from the Declama- 
tions of Cicero, the Ravings of - Plato, and the £2] 
Filth of Scholaſticks? Tis in vain for you to 
ſeek em in the Amphitheatre, He has none to 
give: He dreads the Inquiſitors; or when he | 
8 hazards ſomething, that is pure Naturaliſm. 
The World, ſays he, is perhaps an Animal, of And falls 
which we all are Members: Thoſe © Modifications into Natu- 
are eſſential to it, And thus finiſhes his pro- aim. 
found Diſſertation and Apology on Providence ®. 
XXX. He goes yet farther ; for he pretends He makes 
that God is the Author of all Things, and even qantheg u- 
of Sin. The knowledge of God is the Cauſe of all n AR 
Things, ſays he, for that God ſhould know any 
Thing without himſelf, except he had reſolved ſo to 
do, is a thing which contradicis itſelf. There- 
' fore knowing himſelf, as the Cauſe, he knows alſo all 
the Effefts, and conſequently produces them f. But t 
if God has reſolved to create a free Being, will 
he ſtill be the Cauſe of its particular Determi- 
nations, or the abuſe of its Liberty ? He doth 
not carry the Difficulty to that point, And 
elſewhere he laughs at the Decrees of God, 
and of Predeſtination, after a profane manner. 
Going down the Rhine, ſays he 5, I embarked 
at Strasbourgh,with a German Divine, who fee- 
| * ing a Raven, when he entered the Boat, was 
I © fo frighted, that he would go back: But I de- 
* clared to him, that, for my part, I was re- 
x © ſolved to depart, if even I knew we were ro + 
, | © periſh. The unalterable Will of God, faid I, 
* muſt be done; who from all Eternity has regu- 
* lated the Days of our Liſe; according to the 
Words of the Prophet. Encourag'd by this 
7 See Diſſertat. X. XI. xii. to xvi. of the Amphich. = 
1 Die i 1 | 
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© Speech, he deſpiſed the terrible Menaces of 


cc 


| _ Jana. -:; „ 9 
He com- XXXI. What Vanini did with reſpe& to 
Pee Mi- the firſt Truths in general, he doth alſo in re- 
racles with gard to Miracles. He puts em firſt as Proofs 
thoſe of st. againſt Atheiſts: Afterwards he alledges the 
Dominick. Objection of Machiavel and others, who re- 
gard them as Fables, contrived by Prieſts to 
acquire Glory at the expence of the Ignorant. 

The Anſwer to Machiavel as to Miracles was 

very eaſy. He had nothing to do, but faith- 

freully to mark the Circumſtances, to diſtinguiſh 
em from Fables, viz. that they were nume- 

rous, conſpicuous, continual, and even perſe- 

cuted by human Authority, and yet followed 

by the Converſion of many thouſands of Souls. 


the Rhine, and we kame ſafe to our Jour- 


But inſtead of that, what does he? In the A- 
pology of the Miracles of St. Francis, and St. 


Dominick: In truth, ſays he *, both one and the 

other profeſſed Poverty and Humility : and couſe- 

| quently tis not for Intereſt, or vain Glory, that they 
© Refutation have publiſhed their Miracles. What an Anſwer! 
Cui. Vanini would render the Miracles of Chrift and 
fn. Pen his Apoſtles ſuſpected, and therefore he com- 
pares em to thoſe of St. Francis and Dominick. 

But he will not remember that our Saviour 


and his Apoſtles always lived among Enemies, 


where all their Words and Actions were equal- 


ly obſerved to make them a handle for Calum- 
ny and Perſecution : Inſtead of that St. Francis 
and Dominick lived in Chriſtian Countries, de- 
voted from a long time to Superſtition; and 
they were armed with the "Thunderbolts of the 


holy Sea, to terrify or puniſh Gainſayers ; Do- 


minick, among orhers, was the Inventor and 


A 
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* Amphith. Diſſertat. viii. 
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firſt, Hero of the Inquiſition. You may judge 28 wh 
then, whether it was ſafe to conteſt his Mj- 
racles. But it was not ſo with thoſe of Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles; there were ſure Re- 


wards for thoſe who could overthrow or diſ- 
„ . a RT 6 
KK XXXI.L He is alſo very witty upon eternal Heis witty | 
= Puniſpments : He declares firſt, that they cannot EE 
be proved from natural Reaſons ; and when ments. 
| Scripture is alledged agamft him; a holy Anſwer ! 
| ſays he, which however gives Atheiſts no great un- 
KH eafineſs, they having no more faith in that holy 
Book, than I in Aſop's. Fables, in old Womens - 
Tales, or the Superſtitions of the Alcoran ®, _ | 
k a XXXIII. Laſtly. ir, in the whole Amphithe- Hypocriſy 
| atre reigns an Air of Hypocriſy and Malice, gane 
. which gives us a very diſadvantagious Idea of — 
„ Vanini's Heart. We have quoted ſome Exam- are. 


g ples of it. And here is one more, with which 
: I ſhall conclude the abſtract of that Book. As to 
, me, ſays he, whoſe Name is Chriſtian and Sirname 
y Catholick, If I bad not learned it From the Church, . 
who 1s the infallible Miſtreſs of Truth, I ſhould 
| hardly believe the Soul to be immortal. I dont 
. 8 Bluſh to ſay it: On the contrary I glory in it, for = 
2 I fulfill St. Paul's Precept, in captivating. my Un- | 
7 derſtanding in Obeiſance to Faith, which is ſtronger 
in me, becauſe tis built upon that Principle : Gop 


1 HAS SAID II f. That Principle, which at firſt 1 
P Sight ſeems ſo edifying. and is ſo ſubject of ' 
's being repeated by Authors great and little, þ 
» (God knows to what End) would be edifying to A 
d me indeed, if I had not been made to hope 1 
e ſomething elſe by the Title and Preface. What! 9 
. Mr. Fanini, you promiſe us Mountains and ty 
d Wonders againſt. Atheiſts, you take upon you 9 
* Ampbit. Diſſert. xxvii n 
ſt | OO : to | 


Bs 
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' fo explain all the Myſteries of Providence; 
| 2 raiſe our Hopes with new Ideas in De- 
nee 


of the firſt Truths; and inſtead of that, 


. you ſend us back to Seripture. Was it worth 


while to write a Book for that? 'The meaneſt 


of the Licentiats at Naples could have done 
as much. 1 3 


+ \ 


dd to this, that Vaninz himſelf had no great 


Opinion of his Amphitheatre. He ſays in his 


Dialogues, that he had advanced there many 
Things which he did not give Credit to. But, 


& ſays Alexander *, you have given a phyſical 
* Reaſon, in your Amphitheatre, why that Child 
< newly born, did ſpeak immediately after his 
% Birth. Puh! ſays Julius, I have advanced 


5e in that Book many Things, I don't believe 
& my ſelf: S goes the World. I am not fur- 
© priſed at it ſays Alexander, I tell it every 
ce Day to my Friends: This World is a Neft 


„ full of Fools: I except however the Princes 


& and Popes. 


XXXIV. Don't looſe Patience Sir, we are 
at laſt come to his ſtrange Dialogues, which are 


in ſo great Reputation and deſerve ſo little. Be- 
hold here the Title, which diſcovers the Im- 
piety thereof. Julii Cæſaris Vanini Neapolitan. 


Theologi, philoſophi & juris utriuſque Doftoris, de 
admirandis Nature Reginæ Deaq; mortalium Ar- 
canis, Libri quatuor. Lutetiæ apud Adrianum Pe- 
vier. anno 1616. Sub privilegio Regis: That is to 
ſay, Of the Myſteries of Nature, the Queen 


and Goddeſs of Mortals. Lib. iv. by Julius 


Cæſar Vanini, the Neapolitan, Doctor of Divi- 
nity, Philoſophy and Law at Paris. By Adrian 
Perier. 1616. with the King's Priviledge. On. 
the back ſide of the Title you read the fol- 


n 


— — o — 


* Dialog. pag. 48. 


lowing, 


4 


e 


© Guardian of the Convent of Minimes at Pa- 


he, of the Charms of your Beauty ? *Tis by that tering. 


nite Number of Ladies, more charming than the 
Helens of old. *Tis alſo that ſame Beauty, which 


1 Dal. Ep 


a” 


lowing Approbation, We underwritten Docs 


* tors of Divinity of Paris, certify to have red 


© theſe Dialogues of Julius Caſar Vanini, a famous 
©* Philoſopher; and found nothing repugnant 
© to the Catholick, Apoſtolick, and Roman Re- 
© ligion in them; but on the contrary,{think 


dem well worth being printed: The 2oth of 
* May, 1616. Signed F. Edmond Corradin, - 


* ris, F. Claude le Petit, Doctor Regent. : 

The Dedication is to the Marſhall of Baſ- The Dedi- 
ſompierre; it wou'd be good enough if it was cation 
not ITalian, and cringing. hat ſhall I ſay, ſays batch flat: 


means you have deſerved the tenderneſs of an infi- 
triumphs over the Conceitedneſs of Atheiſts, and im- 


poſes on them Silence, and ſuppreſſes their Impiety, 
For when they but contemplate the Majeſty and State- 


lineſs of your Viſage, they muſt readily own, that 


even among mankind there are found ſome Traces of 

Divinity. His Enthuſiaſm carries him yet far- 

ther, and betrays him. FI was, fays he, a 

Diſciple of Plato, I ſhou'd kiſs and adore you, as 

the Soul of the World ! A villainous and very 

ſuſpicious Commendation, after the Story of the 

Convent, which I told you! D 2 
He finiſhes his Dedication, asking a Charity He asks a 


of his Heroe, in ſo pitiful a manner, that I Charity. 


am aſhamed to relate it, pudenda, miſerandaque 
oratione, if you allow me the Expreſſion of Sue- 
tonius. He tells him that tis not ſurpriſing that 


every body compares him to the Sun; and that he, 


Vanini, gives him the Preference above it.. The 


Sun, ſays he, darting his golden Rays, has never 


* 8 n XIV. 
t, Nuncupator. 


enriched 
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to caſt a favourable Eye upon me, I ſhall then be 


the World, in the Platonick Stile, and all at 
once he is no more than the Sun ; but then the 
Rays of his Aſpect are ſo many precious Ingots, 
that will make our Infidel eaſy. He has great 
need. of it, ſince he makes no ſcruple of ſhew- 


his Compariſons are not very philoſophical ; but 
' at that time they were faſhionable. The Sun 
was the Soul of all witty Performances; it en- 
tered every where, even into the Epiſtles Dedica- 
tory. Malherbe and Voiture, like the reſt, dealt 
much in Rays, and perhaps wou'd do ſo ſtill, 
if Boileau had not ridiculed that ill Taſte in 
his firſt Poem. Authors of that Age, ſays 
855 „ Nr. La Motte, with a Sneer, f knew only to 
ive their Miſtreſſes a Preheminence above 

the Aurora, or Sun: Almoſt all the Per- 

&* formances in Poetry turn d upon that To- 

4 pick, and J cannot conceive. how they could 
handle ſo often an Expreſſion, which muſt 
pur a Man out of Patience at firſt fight. 

An 3 XXXV. The Advertiſement which follows 
bation of the Dedication of the Dialagues, recomment s 


] 
mapa. ples have induftriouſly compiled from the Au- 


ed Men. thor's Lectures, to favour the Bookſeller and 


ceps Of Ariſtoteles rediviuus, Eminentiſſimus & 
toto Orbe clariſſimus Vir. Beſides, he is prai- 


Diſcours au Roy. Boileas. Tom. 5 5 
t La Matte Diſcours ſur la Poeſie. Tom. . 


enriched me, but when your Excellency ſball 5 leaſe 
all Gold. uſt now the Marſha? was the Soul of 


ing us the. Bag and Stick of Diogenes, Tis true, 


1 by the Book as a Maſter Piece, which two Diſci- 


Publick. Vanini is there named the Prince of 
_ the Philoſophers of his Time, and Ariſtotle rivi- 
ved: Unicus ætate naſtra verus Philoſophorum Prin- 


ſed in Greek and Latin Verſes. One George Cer- 
E a Phyſician at Paris, makes no 2 5 


7% 


ii Stan, FLY —_ Y MC n Ar * 
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to aſcribe him a great ſhare of Senſe, a ſuperi- 
or Capacity in Reaſoning ; and the Laurel a- 
bove all Italian Writers. r 


Vaninus, vir mente potens Sophizque Magiſter 
Maximus, Italia decus & nova Gloria Gentis, 


Tis difficult to comprehend, how any Doctors 

and Poets, at Paris, were bold enough to approve, 

and praiſe. ſuch Dialogues, with ſo much 
Proſtitution. Was it Ignorance? Was it Ma- 

lice? ſays Mr. de la Croſe; Ignorance from the 

fide of the Divines, and Malice from the Po- 

ets*. You'll ſee, Sir, from the Character I 

am going to give you of the Book, that the Re- 
flections of that learned Man, were not with 

out Ground. p I 

XXXVI. If by the Amphitheatre, he had in Deſign of 

view to make Atheiſts Philoſophers, I doubt os "gt 2 

not bur by his Dialogues, he propoſed to make, e 
profane Men Atheiſts, and to hurry them into Idea of the 

Debauchery, after having given em a Diſſike to Book. 
Religion: J he Concluſion of the Book is 


Perdutto e tutto il tempo 
Che in Amar non fi ſpende, 


All che Time is loſt which is not ſpent in Lore. 


He reaſons there but very little on matters 
of Religion, he rails continually, and ſome- 


1 5 r nnn 


1 takes off the difficulty in his Doctrine Curieuſe. 
p. 998. I muſt here diſcover his raving Deſpair - --- in as 

much as we know this pernicious Atheiſt, after he had obtain- 

ed the Privilege and Approbation of the Doctors, he maliciouſly | 
changed his Deſign, and put in the Preſs, inſtead of what they | 
had ſeen, this imperfe& Scheme of Atheiſm, and what is nil 

worſe, put to the Front of it à Title, which wou'd not have 
paſs d under the Seal of France, or the Pens of the Doctors, 
it they had look d thoſe Words in the Face. De admirandis 
natura Regine Deaque, ke. | 


VVÜ“U;ß;; 


LI 


— — 


trouble of covering his Impieties. 


contains fourteen of them, treating of the Sun, its 
Figure, Colour, its firſt Mover, its Poles, and 


of the Rainbow, of the Thunder and Light- 

ning, of Snow, Rain, Motion and Reſt; of Gun- 

; Powder, Air and its Corruption. The 4th, 
zh, and 6th contain moſt impious Sentiments. 


chiefly upon that part of Natural Philoſophy, 
regarding the Earth and Water. Cardan and 
Ariſtotle are there copied every where. | 
The 3d ane 
he examines everything regarding the Generati- 
on of Animals, and the different Paſſions of Men. 


in ſach a manner, that it appears one may at- 
rack the Chriſtian Religion, under pretence of 
confuting the Pagans. Here he. diſcovers his 
Venom very openly, both upon the Oracles, the 
Miracles, the Gift of divers Tongues to the 
. Apoſtles, and the Paradiſe and Hell. Afterwards 


out loving; ſubmitting at the ſame time his Book 
to the Examination and Judgment of the Holy 


him here Step by Step : My Letter wou'd ſwell 


ment of his Syſtem, in regard to Religion. 


620g Longa eſt materia, hnge. - 
 Ambages, ſed ſumma ſequar faſtigia rem. 


—_——— 


_ 


uz. Encid. Lib. 1. 


* 
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| times in a ſhocking manner, without taking the 
The whole Work is divided into Four Parts, 

which all make ſixty Dialogues. The iſt Part 


Eternity: Of the Stars, of Fire, of Comets, 


The 2d Part is compoſed of thirteen Dialogues, | 


renty three Dialogues, where 


Laſtly, The 4th has but ten Dialogues upon 
the Religion of the Heathens, which he abuſes 


he finiſhes deploring the 'Time one looſes with- 


See. You'll excuſe me; Sir, for not following 


31 D 4a. - 


too much, and be too tedious to you. I ſhall 
content my ſelf with giving you an Abridg- 


I i 
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which is globular, is mov d ſpherically, by its own 


The'Life of LVII IO VANMINI 
XVXVXVII. Firſt, no body can deny his be- He feems 
In refuring Pomponatius, who held, that cer- 
tain Intelligences mov d the Heavens, he con- 


ing a Materi aliſe, which is what we now-a- days to be a Ma- 


cludes his Reaſoning _ him in this man- 


ner. If God (fays he) is the cauſe of all 


things, and if he is omnipreſent, Where is, 


“J befeech you, the neceſſity of your Intelli- 
gendes? If his Omnipotence is much more 
* than ſufficient to have created the Heavens, 
© and adorn'd them with admirable Ingenuity, 
* without the Interpoſition of any Creature, 
* why will you haye it, he cannot move them 


* 


* without their Aſſiſtance? 


1 


Would you not ſay, Sir, it is the force of 
Truth makes him thus ſpeak? But hold, be not 


deceived: A little while after, Alexander re- 


ſumes the Diſcourſe, and by the Genius of 
Pomponatius, he conjureth his Diſciple, Julius 
Cæſar, to declare unto him openly his Thoughts 
concerning the firſt Mover of the Heavens. 

Vanini yields to his Requeſt, and utters this 
Confeſſion, * Had I not been educated, ſays he, Heſays the 


in the Schools of Chriſtians, I would aſſert, that the Soul ot the 


j ay 2 Heaven is 
Heaven is an Animal, mov d by its own Form; its Form. 
which is its Soul. But perceiving himſelf too for- 


ward in his Aſſertion, he adds, becauſe a ſcru- 
\ pulous Piety hath ſeized the Underſtandings of ſome 


Perſons, and hinders. them from attributing a Soul, 

to the World, What dare we then freely profeſs - - - ? 

This (continues he) That the Maſs of Heaven, 
in Ot. ern That if he 
Mere I not a Chriſtian, (ſays he in another Chriſtian, 
place) f I ſhow'd embrace that Opinicn, of the Eter- he would 


_ conclude 


* pid. Dial. IV. t Dial. p, 135. ternity of 
| | E nity the World. 
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ancient 
Philoſo- 


lieved ſo 


himſelf. 


That the 


phers be- 40 


ire” 
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nity of the World, becauſe 1 can find no Origin of 


Mountains, The Foundation of his Atheiſm is 
very particular, he cannot diſcover the Origin 
of Mountains, as of Republicks ; therefore 


the World is Eternal. Tis pity he did 
not live in this our Age, when Dr. T. Burnet 
would have taken him out of that Difficulty, | 


by his Syſtem of the Cauſes and Effe&s of the 


Deluge, ſo excellently treated of in that inge- 
nious Work, * 
A little lower he 


cc 
cc 


times, and will be again as often as they 


** have been. Nothing is new under the Sun, 


cc 


d and this Viciſſitude being Eternal, its Cauſe 


CC 
cc 
cc 
yo 
cc 


muſt be ſo likewiſe: Now this Cauſe can be 


* ſought for but in the Cæleſtial Bodies in God 


and the Intelligences; therefore it is by 
the Influence of Cæleſtial Bodies, guided by 
Intelligences, appointed by God, that Laws 


take their Riſe, Increaſe, and their End. 
He makes Proceeding a little farther, he intirely throws 


a God of 
Nature, 
and never- 


off his Veil, and callety Nature a Faculty of 
God, or rather, God himſelf, defining it by M. 


theleſs al-ti0x, apologiſing for the Faults or Imperfections, 
H»sitim- which are found in it by the Example of an Ar- 


p:r:eR. 


tificer, who having groſs and 'diſorder'd matter to 
work upon, cannot ſucceed to wake it perfect. In 
like manner, ſays he, Nature having found ſuch 
kind of matter, produces every thing imperfett, 
Here is then a God, dull and unactive: A firſt 


* Tellwis Theoria Sacra, &c.” © + Dial, LII. 
| Tn. Cauſe 
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f Cauſe full of Imperfection. It finds out a diſ- =— 
f order d and irregular matter to work upon, "WY 
| and this matter is no other than itſelf; and "6 
hence is the Origin of moral and phyſical Wi 
| Evil cunningly diſcover d. But let us hearken | my 
7 UH AS OT 1 
ln what Religion (ſays Alexander) have the Hie treas JW 
| antient Philoſophers ador'd God ? © In the Re- ae 1 
8 ligion of Nature only, (replies Vanini) which pure u- I 
© Nature is itſelf that God, ſince it only is the manlaven- 
| 5 = Origin of the Motion impreſs'd in the Souls 23 — 1 
| - of all Men, All other Religions, according to pear hah MM 
5 thoſe antient Sages, were but Illuſions; not occaſioned i 
= | © forg'd by any good or evil Genius's, (for they the firſt ,m- 
| never believ'd there were any ſuch Beings) **** Wh 
| '© bnt by Princes and Magiſtrates, in order to 1 
q © curb their People; and fomented by ambiti- 1 
Js © ous and covetous Prieſts, which, inſtead of 48 
1 true and real Miracles, to confirm its Veraci- 4 
ty, made uſe of certain Scriptures, the Ori- „ 
5 * ginals of which are no where to be found; =—_ 
| and of which the Rewards and Puniſhments = 
7 regard but another Life, fearing that the = 
E _ © Impoſture ſhou'd be too early diſcover'd in 1 
5 « this. For, added they, Whoever return'd 28 
b from thenee? Thus it is, the Vulgar is kept 1 
5 in Slavery, by the pretended dread of a ſu- 1 
f * preme Being, that Beholds all things; and 1 
„ill Reward and Puniſh. Lucretius, the Epi- 1 
WV | © curean, hath ſung this Truth. | 5 i 
. | * © Fear, in this World, hath firſt occaſion d 8 
0 „ Gods.” Such is the Religion of Julius Cæ- 1 
1 far Vanini, and the impious Syſtem from 9 
h _ whence Spinoſa, and all the other Infidels of 1 
, our Ape, have extracted their Opinions. And 1 
F * Vanini is miſtaken, it is not Lucretius hath ſaid this, it is = 
FM Petronius, in the Fragments we have remaining of his. See 1 x 
Mr. Burman's Petronius, P. 676. W 
e | 3 there . = 
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555 X XVIII. W Bat. what is that Nature, 
yon: . thus put for the Wiſe a 5 

r. Ber- 


r to. Jourgaliſt) Is it an univerſal Nu that 


makes 
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+ 
- 


& they further aſſert, that thoſe particular Na- 
cans, de ene from ce Beings, in 
4 which they inhere, and to whom they give 
„ Being: We ask again, Have they any Idea 
4 of thoſe Natures? If they have not, they 
< know not that they ſay. And if they have, 
„ et them be ſo good as to communicate it to 
« us; then we ſhall make ir eaſily appear, 
they muſt neceſſarily recur to a ſupreme in- 
ce 'telligent Principle. This is an Argument 
often made uſe of againſt thoſe Atheiſts, and 
which we muſt not ceaſe repeating, until they. 
have produc'd new Cavils. They perpetually 
affirm, it is Nature made all things; but what 


» Nouv, de la Rep. des Lettres, Nevemb, 1709. p. 494. 
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40ò they really mean by that Nature? Let them 


büt give us a clear and diſtinct Idea of it; let 


them inform us how tlie various parts of mat- 


ter became örganisd of themſelves? How 


they cah think, and, in ſhort, how they are 


depriv'd of, or loſe that Faculty of Think- 
ing? Let them but covly peruſe the laſt of the 
* Biſhop of Cambray's Works, and unfold to us, 


if they can, the Mechaniſm of the World, with- 
out the Suppolition of an all-wiſe Atheiſt. 
Panini, without the leaſt ſhadow of - Prof, 


dogmatically aſſerts, that all Religions are the 
Inventions of Princes. But this is what he could 
not ſay of the Chriſtian, ſince all the Remains 

of antient Hiſtory conſpire to diſprove him. 
He tells us, the Originals of our Scriptures are no 


where to be found: As if that prob d any thing 


againſt thoſe we poſſeſs, or that innumerable 
and authentick Copies are not of the ſame. 


Force and Value, in hiſtorical matters, as the 


Originals themſelves. The Promiſes and Threats 


in the Goſpel, relate. chiefly to a future State, 
it's true; yet it doth not from thence follow, 


but that the Wicked are often chaftis'd and pu- 


niſh'd in this; as Vanini, and ſeveral others. 


XXXIX. Have you a mind to know, Sir, origin of 


what are his Thoughts concerning the Origin of 
Mankind? This again, is a troubleſome Preci- 
pice, in the way of thoſe Infidels ; nor do they 


indeed, know how to eſcape it; they are drove, 
about this matter, into difficult Straights : It is 


here they abandon their Reaſon, and talk ex- 
travagantly. Men ſprang forth like Muſh- 


© firſt Man was brought forth out of the Slime Diodorns 


© of the Ear 


rooms (ſay they). Diodorus Siculus imagines the Opinion of 
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I ſerves Alexander, how doth it- happen, that 
| * in five hundred thouſand Years, fince 
which, the World hath form'd itfelf, (ac- 
cording to that Atheiſt) there has been 
none brought forth in that manner? Ne- 
vertheleſs, he is not the only (replies Va- 
nini) who hath taken that Story for Truth, 
and is aſſur d, that by the concurrence of the 
The game c. Stars it is very practicable —— and this is 
with that the Opinion of Cardanus : He pretends, that 
of Carda- as the ſmaller Animals, Mice, and Fiſhes, 
. are producdby Putrefaction, it is very prob- 
| able, that the greater Animals, and even all 
in general, are deriv'd from them alſo. A 
handſome Method of reaſoning, (replies Alex- 
ander) a Mouſe may be brought forth out of 
Putrefaction, therefore a Man may alſo ——! 
Are there not now ſufficient heaps of Filth 
and Slime? Why then is there not ſometimes 
a Horſe, ſometimes an Ox produc'd from it? 
That's right, (ſays Vauini) but Diodorus Si- 
clus relates, that in a certain part of the Nile, 
where it overfipws, leaving behind it as it 
de were a Bed of Mud, which as ſoon as it is 
heated by the Sun, there are produc'd from 
it, Animals of a monſtrous Size. That's 
well, (ſays Alexander) but as for me, 1 could 
| never ſubſcribe to ſuch a Lye. * + 
=” This is not all. Vanini reſumes the Diſcourſe, 
and goes on, faying, © Others have dream d, 
7 855 or that the firſt Man has taken his Origin 
ſome Athe- © from Mud, putrified by the Corruption of cer- 
itsaboutir. © tain Monkeys, Swine, and Frogs; and thence, 
. © (they ſay) proceeds the great Reſemblance- 
there is betwixt our Fleſh. and Propenſions, 
“ and thoſe of thoſe Creatures. Other Athe- 


1 Dial. 1bid. _ | | — 
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< theiſts more mild have thought that none 
but the &:h:opians are produced from aRace 
“ of Monkeys, becauſe the ſame degree of 
heat is found in both. Truly (replies 4 
* lexander) I wonder that thoſe People can dif- 
pute the excellency of Man above other 
Creatures, when they behold the uprightneſs 
' © of his Structure. Well! (anſwers Panim) 
KK © Atheiſts cry out to us continually, that the 
« firſt Men went upon all four as other Beaſts, If the firſt 
and tis by Education only, they have changed Men went 
4 this Cuſiom, which, nevertheleſs in their kon al 
old Age returns again. I ſhould be glad 
© to fee the Experiment (fays Alexander) If a 
* Child juſt born, and brought up' in a Fo- 
& reft, ſhould walk upon all four. But let us 
© abandon thofe Deliriums to Atheiſts, and 
hold to the Rules preſeribed by our Faith, 
| Ts it poſſible in fo ſmall a ſpace to heap to- 
gether fach wretched Nonfenſe ! The forma- 
tion of Animals attributed to Putrefaction, the 
corruption of other Creatures or the poſition 
of the Stars, and amongſt the reſt, the Æthio- 
pians to the race of Monkeys; however, if he 
had faid, that the firſt Monkey was brought 
forth by a Devil and a She-Moor, that might 
have been more likely; but it ſhould be con- 
ſider d an AErhiopian hath Reaſon, a Monkey 
hach none, and that no Being can communi- 
cate to another, what it hath not itſelf. And 
what do you think Sir, of thoſe Men who 
walked upon all four, and now their Defcen- * 
dants upon two? It is certain, it is by Induſ- 
try aud Education, for if a Child was brought 
up in a Wood, he would undoubtedly live as 
the Monkeys and Bears; and in that Caſe 
Experience might make for Vanini. A Man 
of 0 that there was found 
1 in 
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in Denmark, a young Man of about fourteeri 
or fifteen Years old, who lived in the Woods 
with the Bears, and who could not be diſtinguiſh- 
ed from them but by his Shape. They took 
him, and learned him to ſpeak; he ſaid then, 
he could remember nothing but only ſince the 
time they took him from amongſt the Bears. 
ut whence comes that Induſtry equally a- 
mongſt all People of the Univerſe? Why is 
there not ſome Iſland, ſome Tract, where Men 
now walk upon all four ? Why are they at pre- 
ſent all Bipedes ? There can be given but one of 
theſe two Reaſons; either becauſe that God 
created him 1n that Poſture, in which he hath 
preſerved himſelf in an uninterrupted Tradi- 
tional Education, or becauſe that ſuch is the ve- + 
ry Nature of his Being, and that that Induſtry 
which Vanini attributes to him is natural and 


« # 


o 


eſſential. _.. 5 
XI. What he adds concerning the Power of 
Man above other Creatures is alſo as impious *, 
- 4 dong As for me, (ſays Alexander) I always believed 
ed to go-that Man had been made to maſter and govern 
vernBrutes Brutes. How (replies Panini) dare you ſay that 
© Man can maſter a Baſilisk? Yes, (anſwers A- 
& lexander) and ſometimes kills him; and the 
** Baſilisk ſometimes kills the Man (replies Ju- 
ius); and where is that Man that ever framed 
a Republick for the Government of Baſilisks, 
Bees, Swallows or Eagles? Truly though 
Man can ſometimes catch them, he is oftner 
© yet caught by them. The Crocodile know- 
eth well how h prey on thoſe who drink 
along the Nile, ſecuring them in the wind; , 
ing of his Tail: And the Polypus ſpares not 
* the Divers”. 
— . — — — — 
Dial. xxxvii. - | | 
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To this Alexander judiciouſly anſwers, © Thar | 
© our Natures are no more the ſame ſince the 
* Fall”: And Sighs in reflecting on the Felici 


Profane 
Notions of 


ty of our firſt Parents. Groan not (anſwers cerning our 
& thereupon, Vanini in an ironical and profane bil Fa- 
« Manner) Man ſince the Fall maſters the 
* Sheep, and could before the Fall, even the 

* Serpent,” —— He pauſes here, as if Alex- 
ander interrupted his Diſcourſe, who upon that, 
tells him he underſtood what he meant. This I 


C will ſay (ſays Julius) O happy Crime that 


© has procured us ſo great a Redeemer, for 
« now we not only are Maſters of all Crea- 
te tures, but we have even the Angels for our 
Inſtructors. But let us leave this I pray you 
* to the antient Sages of the Sorbonne; let us 
rather exert ourſelves in philoſophical Mat- 
© ters”. Thoſe are ſome of his common 'Tran- 
ſitions, after having ſufficiently derided the 
Myfteries of Chriſtianity. 5 3 
XII. But nothing can come up to his Im- His Impie- 
piety in the Parallel he draws between the Em- ty in mak- 


pire of God and that of the Devil, I heſitated . 2 re 
ſometime, whether I ſhould tranſcribe. it into Gd. 
French. I determined at laſt to do ir, upon 
conſidering that Mr. Bayle had already as good 
as done it in the Article of Xenophanes, which is 
no other than an Illuſtration of Vanini's Argu- 
ments: Moreover, that it coincides with Mr. 
Bayle's chief Difficulty concerning the Conſe- 
quence of moral, and the extent of phyſical 
Evil, but ſuffer me for once to act contrary 

to my Inclination. | 25 


Exhorreſco referens ! 

* © One may infer from the Canon of the 
e Scriptures (ſays Yanini, perſonating a Liber- 
* Dial, P. 420, 


= 


K 2 1 M une) 


I- Vanini con- 


* 
= 
* 
* 
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© tine) that the Power of the Devil is greater 
than that of God himſelf. It was againſt 
the Will of God that Adam and Eve fell, 


e and loft all Mankind; and even when the 


Son of God came in the World, to attone 
for that Evil, the Devil animating the Mind 
** of his Condemners, Chrift declares, that that 
* was his time and the Power of Darkneſs, and 


. ſo ends his Life by a moſt infamous Death. 


One may likewiſe ſay, that according to thoſe 


** Scriptures, the Will of the Devil is more 


© effectual than that of God. God wills that 
* all Men fhould be ſaved ; Nevertheleſs, there 
* are few that endeavour it: The Devil will- | 
* ing that all Men ſhould be damned. There 
* are an innumerable Many. Amongft the 
* Multitude of the Inhabitants of the Earth, 
** the Roman Catholicks only can be faved, if 
from theſe you ſubſtract the Jewi, hidden 
* Hereticks, Atheifts and Blaſphemers, Simo- 


_ © nifts, Adulterers and Sodomites, all which 


** ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, ſcarce 
* can you then find one in a Million. In like 
* manner, under the Law of Moſes, all the 
* Univerſe was under the Power of the Devil : 
The Hebrews only excepted, that adored the 
* true God, which were Inhabitants of a {mall 
Tract, not exceeding the extent of the Iftand 
© of Great-Britain, and who even alfo often 
forſook his Worſhip; nay, when they moſt 
** ſtoickly adhered to it, they were yet tor- 
mented by the Devil: It is thus (adds he) 
that Blaſphemer argued. . I” 


Mr. Bale Take the trouble, Sir, to read over again the 


Nos 2 Article concerning Xenophanes in the Hiſtorical and 
ted this 


—— ba. Critical Difionaty, and you'll fee this difficulty 


tallel. 


illuſtrated. Mr. Bale makes uſe of all his Rkhe- 
torick, and without having read our Atheiſt, as 


3 * 
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it appears by his Quotations, he falls exactly in- 
to Vanini's Method of Reaſoning. My other 
© Obſervation * (ſays he at the Fnd of his Ha- 
ce rangue) is yet more decifive. The Catho- 
* licks and Proteſtants agree in this, that there 
* are very few but will be damned. They 
„ fave but the Orthodox who live well and 
' © repent of their Sins at the point of Death: 
They do not deny but an habitual Sinner may 
© be ſaved in caſe of a good Death-Bed Repen- 
< tance; but yer they maintain, that nothing is 
more ſcarce than ſuch a Repentance. Ac- 
* cording to that then it is evident, that for 
© one Man faved, there maybe a Million damn- 
ed: Vanini's Expreſſion exactly. Nx è mille 
* millibus unus elettus aderit”, I can aſſure you 
Sir, this Article gave no ſmall trouble to the 
Commiſſaries of the Conſiſtory of Rotterdam, 
3 who were appointed for the Examination of 4 
the Dictionary, as may be ſeen by their Re- 
giſters. Conſider alſo, that Vanini no ſooner 
Fs given the Poiſon, but he adminiſters the 
Antidote, and anſwers as well as he could to 
the Libertines Argument. But in the Arti- 
cle of Xenophanes, there is not the Jeaft anſwer 
attempted ro that Objection, although it is 
urged with all the Strength and Eloquence the 
Author was capable of. In the mean time, this 
Obje&ion is the ſame as that of moral Evil 
and phyſical Evil, conſidered both together as 
a neceſſary Conſequence of the former. 
1 ſhall then at once anſwer (ta Vanini and all An anſwer 


others who are deceived by this Illuſion) that to Farin 
287 | | 1 and all 42 
— W wy | rs daz|' 

* Hiſtorical and Critical Dictionary in the Article of Xe” aw this 

pophanes Paſ. 3037. col. 2. the difficulty, which is but ſhort Opjection. 

in Panini, is there at large, the Author employing two Co- ; 

lumns and a half in Nuftrating it, and I think, with more 

pains than any ether part of the Dictionary, 
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Cod is always the ſupream Power and Mafter, 


although he ſuffers the Devil to a& at ſome 


times, and that it is both conſiſtent with his 
Majeſty and Perfe&ions ſo to do: That it is 
not true, it was contrary to the Will of God, 


that Adam and Eve fell, ſince he permitted it 


ſhould be ſo. He created them free, and conform- 


able to that Freedom they were to Act: That 
it is falſe that all Nations except the Jews only, 


were under the Dominion of Satan; and that 


it is yet more falſe, the Jeus were unhappy, 
even when they acted according to the Will 


of their Maker: That it is abſurd to ſay the 


Devil contrived the Death of the Son of God, 
which is evidently demonſtrated in the Goſpels, 


by our Saviour's rejecting the Advice of St. Peter, 


as the Temptation of an Evil Spirit, and his 


Declaration of that being his Hour and power of 


Darkneſs ſignifying no more than that a liber- 
ty was given to the Prince of Darkneſs, as that 
to Pilate, Thou ſhouldſt have no power over me 


(ſays he to him) were it not given unto thee from 


God! Further it ſhould be conſidered, it is 


both raſh and unreaſonable to determine as 


ſome do, that of a Million of People there will 
be ſcarce one ſaved ; that if God wills that all 
Men ſhall be ſaved, it muſt be underſtood that 


that muſt be in a mannef conformable to his 


Wiſdom and worthy of the Cauſe of Virtue: 


And if he wills there ſhall be few, it is to 


manifeſt the excellency and dignity of ſuch a 


Salvation; and in ſhort, that it is abſurd and 
imprudent to determine without a poſitive 
certainty that the Number damned will be 
greater than the Number ſaved, ſince at his 
Pleaſure God can annihilate the Devil and all 


his Conqueſts; and in the remaining dura- 


che 
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the Ele& by the converſion of the Heretick ? 
Jews, Turks and Idolators, according to his 
predictions, as the Sand of the Sea. | 
XIIII. I have already told you Sir, Vanini's Vanini ridi- 
Opinion concerning the Immortality of the cules the 
Soul, you may ſee it here above, at the eighth — EVE. 
apter, where I ſpeak of Pomponatius and and rails 
Cardanus, Our Author copies from them both in at the 
his Amphitheatre and Dialogues, He openly ri- 3 
dicules the taking up of Elias into Heaven, who Soul. 
caſt himſelf down, he ſays, in ſome Precipice 
to impoſe upon the People, and make them 
ink he was ſuddenly taken up by God. It 
is tfue, he quotes this here as from Cardanus: 
ut repeats it as his own, and after havin 
of Moſes and Elias, of which the A- 
ave the ſame Thought, this is the 
he adds: But let us abandon thoſe 
trifling Tales; quæſo mittamus has negaciſſimas 
a W | It | 
Notwithſtanding Alexander is not yet ſatis- 
fy'd; and intreats his beloved Maſter to ex- 
plain to him his Opinion, abont the Soul's 
Immortality, to which f Vanini anſwers, that 
he deſired to be excuſed from ſo doing; why 
ſays Alexander ? Becauſe (replies the other) I He does not 
have vowed not to trouble myſelf about that pa cd 
Queſtion until I begome old, rich, and a Ger- : 
man. I muſt tell you, it is obſervable he 
never loved that Nation, uſing them very free- _ 
ly in the whole of his Dialogues. But had Defence of 
he lived in our Days, and had the advantage og 
of knowing them better, I doubt not but he 
would. have changed his Tone. Good Senſe 
and Virtue are Qualifications belonging to all 
Nations. The late Queen of Pruſſia and her 


4 
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Mother the Princeſs Sbia Electreſs Dowa- 
ger of Hauer, of whom we mourn the loſs, 
are perpetual Monuments to vindicate the 

worth of their Nation, in oppoſition to all in- 
difcreet Reflections of Strangers. Father Bou- 
hours, a Heu Jefuite, asked in one of his Dia- 
logues, if a German could be a Man of Senſe? 

But a German in return, asked, if a Frenchman 
could have judgment? In ſhort, the Conduct 
of Vanini was very im 
niere, the Hero of his 


dication was a German, 
knowing. 


bad it only out of Policy, it being very pernicious 
to the Leproſy; a diſtemper they had brought 
wich them out of Egypt, and which, even now, 


'  -were the nigheſt Relations to marry they 
render them incapable of any other Occupa- 
dic lay with their nigheſt Relations, and even 
to this Day it is practiſed amongſt the Per- 


diſpatches it in few Words. He thinks Moſes 
acted wiſely to eſtabliſh Sword in-hand, a new 


mln NEE III 


„Dill. p. 46. + Dial. p. 38. 


dene, ſince Baſſom- 
and moreover, a Man exceeding compleat and 


He ridicules XLIV. He proceeds with abſurd wirticiſms upon 
| of Me the Law of Moſes: He tells us he does not love 
| ' Hogs-Flefh, and for fear of ſfcandaliaing the 
5 Jews, he ſeldom or never eats any: Often he 
ſeems to infinuate that their Law-Girer, for- 


it is pretended they are much ſubject to. He 
likewiſe tells us the obſervation of thoſe diffe- 
rent Degrees of proximity in Marriage is mere 
human Inuention: And further affiyms, that 


"would: focrelifls the freorsof it, chat ie would 


tion, and that as to the Crime he can find 
none. Moreover, that the antient Patriarchs 


ftans . You ſee he makes quick Work and 
Religion, ſince all other Forgers of Sects that 
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did not go that way to work have periſh'd. 
But let us ſee what he ſays againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion, becauſe 1 am almoſt tired of tracing 
ſuch groſs Impieties  _ r 
XL V. According to him it is founded in Sim- His 
plicity. The Original of the Scriptures are loſt ; Thoughts 
there is nothing certain in the Goſpels: Its Pro- 0ncerving 
miſes and Tlireatnings have no relation to this Nan Rc. 
Life, but that which is to come; therefore not to gion. 
be minded. The Miracles of J. Chriſt, are like 
unto thoſe of St. Anthony, and St. Dominick, and 
hkewiſe not to be heeded *. As to the Mar- And its 
- for it, that proves nothing, ſince Vain Martyrs. 
Zlory and Melancholy (not Evidence, and a 
| ſincere Conviction) were the Reaſons of their 
Suffering. * Beſides, have not all Religions 
(Jewiſb, Mabometam, Roman Carholicks, and Cal- 
viniſts) had their Confeſſors and Martyrs. Read 
(ſays he) the Reign of May Queen of Ex- 
gland, and you li ſee how many Proteſtants dard 
Death for their Religion, If Chriſtians are ſo 14 
firm in their Perſuaſions, it is becauſe Sr, Paul past. 
has had cunning enougli to repreſent to them Compari- 
Marriage, as a Sacrament, and an Image of the ſons about 
Union of J. Chriſt wich his Church: And is not Marriage. 
that ſufficient to produce a ſtubborn Faith ? 
He thinks there is a good Reaſon for the ſame 
Apoſtle's having foretold an Antichriſt, and his 
1 him with ſuch! ſcandalous - Marks, 3 
ſince; upon conſidering his Character, no body zune 92 
will be willing to apply it to himſelf; ſo n 
Chriſtianity will triumph, and remain ſafe 4, 
He alſo  coniplains, that St. Paul ſhould have 
prophecy” of that Antichriſt as near his Time; 
ſince there was then paſt, in his Days, XVI 
Centuries: f And that Prediction was not yet 
See above, 5 32. Dial. p. 357.  ** Dial. 357 
+ DL REG. Py 
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accompliſh'd. He forgets thoſe ſame Prote- 
ſtants of which he juſt now ſpoke ; and he will 
not remember that they have always eſteem d 

His deteſt- the Pope as ſuch. From St. Paul he paſſes over 

able Irony to Jeſus Chriſt, of whom he relates ſome of his 

TIME Anſwers, ridiculing them by his execrable Iro- 

Chrit, ny: Sapientiſſima hæc ſunt Chriſti acta This 

is the great Wiſdom of Chriſt! But it is ob- 
jedted, that Chriſt offer d himſelf voluntarily to 
Death: Which he would not certainly have 
done, had he not been convinced of the Truth 

of his Miſſion. Ay, f (ſays Vauini, perſonating 
an Atheiſt) it is the part of a wiſe Man, to 
deſpiſe tranſient and ſhort Pains, to acquire an 
immortal Name. This is the Impiety which 

he boaſts of having refuted, in his Book of the 
Contempt of Glo. Upon the Myſtery of the 


Euchariſt he is likewiſe profane, adviſing Ma- 
riners, or Seafaring Men, which are generally 


more ſubject to Paſſion than others, to partake 

olten of that Holy Sacrament,” as an aſſur d 
L enitive for their atra hilarious Humours. 

His Opini- XLVI. Upon the Gift of Tongues, which 

8 the Apoſtles were endow'd with on ¶Apitſunday, 


Tongues / he revives the ancient Accuſation of the Fews ; 


which the ghd for a farther Illuſtration of it, makes 
| Apoſtles uſe of certain Platonick Notions; which he de- 


Were en- 


dowed rides in his Amphitheatre, 9 He ſays our Souls 
with. | 
_ + © guages and Sciences, ſince they are deriv'd 
from the Deity: himſelf, and partake of his Eſ- 
ſence : But being depreſs:d by the Weight of 


quick Fire cloſe' cover'd: with Aſhes, So that 


8 
r © on: bd +: | 


poſſeſs in themſelves the Knowledge of all Lan- 


material Bodies, they find much the ſame Re- 
ſiſtance in the Exertion of their Strength, as a 


the Fire of our Underſtandings ſhou'd be 


9 * * 
** * 
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ſtir' d up, if we would have thoſe thick and 
groſs Humours diſſipated, and bright and pure 
Light ſhine forth: That therefore all our Know- 

ledge is but a kind of Memory, as Plato ob- 1 
ſervd. This being laid down, he adds, that - Wy 
when there is a quick Ebullition of the Hu- d 
mours, there reſults a vehement Agitation of 
the Spirits, which being convey d with Rapidi- 
ty to the Brain, drives out as it were the 
Knowledge of thoſe different Tongues, which 
are there hidden, juſt as the Blow of one Flint 
Stone, makes a Spark of Fire fly out of the 
other. That it is known from Experience, that "I 
during the Dog-days, a Perſon attack'd with 
a violent Fever, ſpeaks often Words of different 
Tongues; and that Perſons having drank plen- 
tifully of good Wine, from ſtupid infipid Com- 
panions, become eloquent and agreeable, This 
Line of Horace is not forgot“. S 


Facundi Calices quem non fecere diſertum s _ _ 


That in Thracia there was a Temple conſecra- 
ted to Bacchus, the Prieſts of which never pro- 
nounced their Oracles, until they had their 

Bullies well fill'd with that God which they 

there ador'd——= Here is a great Preparation 
our Author makes, but to what will. it termi- 
nate? Why, to a groſs Impiety: For there- . 
fore (adds he) the antient Philoſophers hear- 
ing the Apoſtles ſpeak in different Languages, 


* tax d them with Drunkennefs ; as St. Lale 
| DES | $4 * 3 . 
„ ß ̃7—d„ 8 
Duid non Ebrietas deſignat ? operta recludi se ; 
Spes jubet eſſe ratas, in prælia trudit mermem, oP | 


Sollicitis animis onus eximit, addocet artes. 
Facundi Calices quem non fecere diſertum? 
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Men ſpeak ſuch noble things of Gad, and in 
ſuch a manner as to attract Admiration? As 
fox me, I confeſs, I have known a great Num- 
ber of Drunkards, of all ſorts, which yet could 
ſpeak but their Mother Tongues == 

XL.VII. As to the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
and the many Examples ſhewn him of its Poſſi - 
bility, he ridicules the one and the other; and 
not only the Chriſtians, but even the Pagans, who 
believed that Doctrine, and ſeemingly attacks the 
latter, with a View to be more ſevere on the 
former. Lucian would anſwer us, (ſays 
he) That all thoſe little Stories have been 
invented by ſome trifling Liars among the 
© Greeks, or hypocritical Plazonicks, throwing 
* them as a Miſt before the Eyes — — but 
| © (ſays, Alexander). Plato has maintain d the Im- 
mortality of the Soul againſt many Philoſa- 
„ phers, It is true, (replies the other) but he 
© has likewiſe held for the Immortality of the 
© Soul of chat little Bird you ſee. in that Cage. 
© Was. not Scrates (replies Alexander} a Man 
of great. Probity? Yes, ſays Vanini, but he 
taught that in a Republick, it was neceſſary 
* the Vulgar ſhould be kept to their Duty by 
fabulous Prodigies. Alex. Nevertheleſs he 
died chearfully, in defence of Truth, deſ- 


— — — 
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« piling the Worſhip of falſe Gods. 7anind. 


“ I cannot think that it was out of Zeal to- 


* wards Religion; but perhaps to avoid the 
Contempt which the fear of Death might 
have drawn upon him, in an Age when 
Strength of Mind and Conſtancy were ſo 
* much admir'd.” Thus it is that unworthy 
Pedant vilifies an illuſtrious Philoſopher. We 
ſhall ſee anon, how mindful he is. of that excel- 
lent Morality, when he is himſelf in Priſon, 


What (he adds) is yet more worthy the In- 4 file 
dignation of all true Friends to Socrates, as I 
eſteem my ſelf, judging of the Di (pin of crates. = 


that great Man by his own. He ſays, perhaps 
the Inquiſitors of the Areopagas would nor liſten 


to his Recantation, Tis thus he caſts a Slux 


upon a glorious Life, crown'd with a no leſs 
heroick Death, altho he knows tis what none 
of the Antients ever pretended to, and which the 
Enicureant, and other Enemies to him and Plato, 


would never have forbore urging againft them, 


had there been the leaſt Shadow of Truth in it. 


© . Politickly ſpeaking, Atheiſts ſhould not top Impru- 
at ſuch like Conjectures, for if that Method Gn: of 
Cones: 


ftian Philoſophers may ſufficiently annoy them tures, 


ſhould, happen once to be in uſe, tis then Chri- 
with whole Volleys of Perhaps's, and that fo 


effectually, as to: blemiſhy their moſt ſpecious 
and innocent Actions: And, in ſnort, to con- 
ſider it well, Conjecture for Conjecture, upon 
whom can they more naturally fall? On Men 
perſuaded of the Exiſtence of a ſupreme God, 
Wirneſs and Judge of our ſecret Thoughts and 
Agions, who has in his Power only the Right 


of Rewarding or puniſhing; or on thoſe who 


preſs d, have ſhaken off the Burthen of a pre- 
e | tended 


thinking themſelves Independants in Nature, and 
empower'd to trample under foot Religion op- 
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teended Governor, and thus qualify d themſelves 
to ſatisfy, without the leaſt Remorſe, their fa- 

vourite Paſſions, tho perhaps not always thoſe 
conſpicueus and open, as Gluttony, Drunken- 

neſs, and Wantonneſs, &c. But yet ſuch which 

are not leſs pernicious and deſtructive to Society, 

tho often hidden, as Pride, Malice, Contempt, 

Anger, Vengeance, and Perfidiouſnefſss. 
Vanini be- XLVIII. Vanini, after having, in this man- 
1-1 Barr ner, calumniated Socrates, ridicules the good 
uss Dx. and evil Genius's. He examines the Queſtion 
mons, nor Concerning Dæmons and Oracles. As to the 
Oracles. former, he believes there are no ſuch Beings ; 
and condemns Plato for having introduc'd them 
without Teſtimony. * There are no Reaſons 
(ſays he) to convince us that there are either 
good or evil Genius's, either beyond, or on 


this fide the Moon; it is mere human Fancy | 


hath invented them. But ſays Alexander, there 

are Magicians, and Necromancers, that be- 
witch People. I credere & di corteſia, to believe 

_ that is only out of good manners, anſwers Va- 
nini. But that they perform any thing by 
* the Mediation of Devils, I cannot think; 
© fince I believe the Exiftence of Devils but by 
the Perſuaſions of Religion: But I had ra- 
© ther aſcribe thoſe Effects to natural Cauſes. 
Alexander, not yet ſatisfied, asks how the Egyp- 
tian Magicians wrought ſo many Prodigies be- 
fore Pharao: But this Difficulty does not puzzle 
our Vanini. Thoſe Philoſophers (ſays he) 
* which deny the Exiſtence of Dzmons, deſpiſe - 
* the Hebrew Annals. Cardamus, nevertheleſs, 
tells us, it is very probable that thoſe Im- 
© poſtors, by the vehement Strength of their 
. © deſiring Frogs, brought the Taſte of them into 


nn CI 


* 
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their Mouths, and that the Spittle thereof pro- 
duc d thoſe Creatures. For, adds that pro- 
found Naturaliſt, as we find that in Summer, 
* from a Drop of Water, is brought forth a 
Frog, why, in like manner, may they not 
come forth from the Spittle ; ſo much the ra- 
ce ther, ſince it is aſſiſted with the Powers of the 

Soul.“ I affure you, Sir, that 7anini's Book 
is full of ſuch wretched Nonſenſe, and it is ſuch 
Traſh, we dearly buy and ſtudy: The ſame time 
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we negle&t the Reading and Meditation of 4 
Numbers of much more excellent Things. WW Y 
Our Atheiſt is more reaſonable in ſpeaking Opinions 5 || | 
of the heatheniſh Oracles : Firſt he applies them concerning "WH 
to. the Devils, then he attributes them to Va- ga * 
2 E. | | Oracle. Wa 
pours of the Earth, after that to the Concur= DA 
rence of the Stars; and laftly, after having 1 Ws 
, Teaſon'd thus at random, he falls in with the. 10 
Opinion of the late Mr. Paudale, who imagin'd 
them nothing elſe than the Effects of Illufion 1 
and Impoſture. Lou know, Sir, this Opinion 1 
is not new. The Epicureans conſtantly ridicul'd = 


them. Chry/ippus * compil'd'a-large Volume of That of 48 
them; but Cicero divided all their pretended di- Chy/ppms. 1 
vine Anſwers into four Claſſes, as he tells us, That of 18] 
towards the End of his Second Book of Divina- ©***: 
tion.” "> 5 | f ri F 5 5 ö | a A ; POE. KF 
N = But now I come unto thee, g 


* 


Divine Apollo, who didft dwell on Earth belies, 
Jo cauſe the fatal Voice Prieſteſſes to flow. 


© for Chry/ippus hath fill'd a large Volume con- 
7 cerning your Oracles, ſome, as I believe, 
©. falſe, and others fortuitouſly become true, as 

Ar often happens in common Portents, the 


—ͤ— ny — 
. 


* 


* Cicero de Divinat. Lib. 2. Ch. 36. , 
wy | | others 


at . 8 

2 — 1 + 
4 
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— 
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[ 
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© an to underſtand them. As that ſet forth to 
* one of the moſt opulent Kings of Ala. N 


That of 


The Pri- 
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te others ſo confus'd and obſcure, that the In- 5 


© terpretation doth want another Interpreter to 


** unfold, and even the Chance itſelf another 
Chance; and again, others ſo ambiguou 


i 
© that we ſhould refer them to an able Logici. 


Crœſus criſeng the Halys, Hall overthiow 4 
mighty Power. _ . 


He thought indeed, he ſhould overthrow the 


Power of his Enemies, but he was overthrown 


himſelf. Cicero mentions many others, which muſt 
have ruin'd the Credit of Apollo. Lucian, who bas 
wrote ſince, laugh'd at the whole Paganiſh Sy- 
ſtem of Religion, not excepting even their O- 


racles. The Primitive Chriſtians, tho ſuffici- | 


ently. knowing in the Arguments of Cicero and 


"Epiourus, without greater Inquiry into the Riſe 


rather to attribute them to the Power of the 
Devil, than to the Impoſition of the Priefts, be · 


cauſe, by ſo doing, they had a better Oppor- 
5 and t his 


tunity of exalting the Power of Chrift 


"Goſpel, which, mavgre.the Devil and his Super- 


Fanini. 


nions of Epicurus and Lucian, and treats the 
Of Father others as Cheats and Illuſions. Father Tomaſſin, - 
who perfectly underſtood antient heatheniſh 


Tomaſſin. 


ſti ti on, eſtabliſh'd itſelf over all his Empire. | 


Panini, who rejected the Goſpel, holds the Opi- 


Antiquity, thought that the true Religion 
would ſuffer no great Loſs, by allowing that 


thoſe pretended divine Oracles were nothing 


_ elſe than Impoſture ; this he tells us plainly, 
in his Method of ſtudying the Poets in a Gy | 
- manner *, Mr. Vaudale, Phyſician at Harlem, 
- +-Scebis Words in Chap. 1. Boot 2. of that Treatiſe, and. ; 
which Mr. De Fontenelle quotes in the Preface to his Hi. des | 

Qragits., e | | 


iſtian 


and 


1 
and Origin of 'thole Foretellers of Fate, choſe 


zud an Anabaptiſt, was the firſt among the 
Moderns who dar'd break the Ice, and by a 
deſign d Treatiſe, deprive the Devil of the Cre- 
dit of thoſe Oracles he had, during Chriſtianity, 
ſo long enjoy d. You may find an Abſtract — 
his Book, in the Firſt Volume of Nouvelles de 
la Rep. des Lettres, wrote by Mr. Bayle. Mr. 
Fintenelle, found it ſo well ſtored with Eru- 
dition and good Reaſoning, that he has 
not thought it unworthy of illuſtrating and 
beautifying it in the French Tongue, as may 
be ſeen in his Hiſt. des Oracles, which has now 
been publiſhed aboye twenty eight Years, and 
which affords that Satisfaction in Reading, that 
a Perſon, even of a contrary Opinion, muſt be 
pleafed with it, One would have thought that 
after ſo long and univerſal an Approbation 
Jof that excellent Treatiſe, it was attacking 
the common Sentiments of all Men, and ex- 
poſing himſelf to an undoubted defeat in pre- | 
tending to find fault with it. Notwithſtand- 
ing Father Baltus a Jeſuit of Strasbourg did not 
mind its eſtabliſned Reputation, but being full 
of the Writings of the Fathers, he could not 
ſuffer the leaſt Attempt ſhould be made to 
combat Opinions, which they ſo clearly em- 
braced, and which appears in them as the 
chief Glory of the Chriſtian Faith: He has 
I] therefore dedicated to Mr. de Fontenelle himſelf, 
a reply to his Hiſt. des Oracles, in which he 
gravely and ſeriouſly endeavours to refute him, 
placing him at variance with all the Chriſtian 
Antiquity, and even his own Church, which 
bath adopted from thence what Notions ſhe 
thought convenient. Mr. de Fontenelle, then im- 
ployed with his Hiſtoire de F Academie Royale, did 
not think fit to interrupt the ſtudy of Nature, 
and the annals of his 8 to —_— 
| | t 
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the reaſoning and quotation of the Jeſuit; and 


which would have brought him again in a Path 


he had forſaken on account of its Craggineſs. 


Upon which a Friend of Le Clerc's undertook 


his Defence in the thirteenth Volume of his 


Bibliotheque choifie, without yet adopting every 


one of our Academick's Notions. Father Baltas 


anſwers this anonymous Author by a Defence 
of his former Reply, which is not leſs learned 
than the Reply itſelf; but which Mr. Le Clerc 
has not found more perſuaſive. The Contro- 
verſy thus ſtopped, and Mr. de Fontenelle thought 
it ſufficient to return his Apologiſt thanks, in 


a Letter to Mr. Le Clerc, wrote about four or 
five Years ſince; and in which I have been in- 


formed were theſe Words: I Father Baltus (ſays 


he) will believe the Veracity of the Pagan Oracles 


he is at Liberty: As for me I have turned my Stu- 


dies another way, I imagine Sir, ſuch a ſhort ' 
Hiſtory of this Subject might be acceptable to 


you on account of the great concern you take 


in the Republick of Letters. I now reſume 


the Thread of my Diſcourſe, and return to 
Vanini's Impieties, on which I have a few Words 


more to offer. 


XLIX. Upon the duration of Religions he 


is altogether extravagant; he has again re- 


courſe to the wild fancies of Aſtrologers *. He 
ſays, *© That the Stars after many Years ap- 


* proaching one another form Conſtellations, 
© which have a wonderful influence on ſublu- 


* nary Things, and produce extraordinary 


Effects; Mens Wills alter; their Imagina- 
* tions grow warm and their Underſtandings 
* diſordered. Whence happens that a skillful 
* Man, greedy of divine Honours, foreſeeing 


* 
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* the Event, declares himſelf a Prophet ſent 
from God, and arrogates to himſelf many 
e Wonders, which are the bare reſult of the 
“ Conjunction of the Stars; and thus the Val- 
* gar being deluded, admire and adore him. 
„And thoſe natural Effects they give the 
Name of Miracles, although in fact, they 
do not ſurpaſs the power of Nature. Now 
© therefore (ſays he) I can anſwer to the 
© Queſtion, for Oracles have ceaſed becauſe 
they once begun; and according to my fore- 
going Suppoſirions, whatever beginneth _ 
“ muſt end: Now it cannot end, if there do 
* not happen contrary Diſpoſitions; ſo after 
* Oracles the Law, their oppoſite, is come, and 
* Oracles will again flouriſh among our later 
* Succeſſors”. It is juſt the ſame Syſtem we 
have mentioned above, and which reminds me 
of a Converſation I had about ten Years ago 
with Mr. Bayle. I defired him he would in- 
form me, which he thought the moſt formida- 
ble Objections that had been urged againſt the 
Chriſtian Religion, becauſe I was willing to 
be ſufficiently provided before-hand againſt 
whatever might put a ſtop to the Faith of a 
Philoſophical Mind. The reply of that learned 
an, was much the ſame with what is here 
above recited. He told me, that many famous 
and learned Phyficians, who had ſtudied all 
their Lives Aſtronomy, after ſo long and cloſe 
| a Meditation, had concluded, that there hap- 
pened in the World, from time to time, very 
. | extraordinary and (according to their Princi- 
| || ples) neceſſary Revolutions, which rendered 
Men more ſuſceptible of Religion at one time 
than another. I found ſome Years afrer in 
reading Cardanus and Vanini, whence that fa- 
» | nous Critick had taken that Objection ; and 
| M 2 | which 
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which otherwiſe he did not ſeem to value mach; 
I am perſuaded, that in the main Panini did 
Arheil's not lay great ſtreſs upon it. But it is natural 

handle of for 1 to make an advantage of 
any thing, any thing. They borrow from all Syſtems, 
and by that whatever may make their Cauſe appear ſpecious, 


contradict 


though even in their Souls they ridicule thoſe 
* * and on other Occaſions utterly | 
explode them. We have already ſeen how 
Vauiui laughs in his Dialogues, at thoſe Princi- 
ples he has laid down in his Amphitheatre, 
Celſus the Epicurean, became a Platonick, when 
he attacked Chriſtianity : Our Atheiſt doth the 
ſame, when he reviles the Apoſtles, or attempts 
to refute their Diſciples. S/inoſa loved to my 
for a Cartefian: His followers make ' uſe of 
the ſame Veil in order to deſtroy Freedom, 
* and introduce a ſtoical Fatality. Leenhoff, for- 
merly Miniſter at Lzvole, and now depoſed, 
made uſe of it likewife in his {Paradiſe on 
Earth. I take heed of putting Mr. Bayle in 
the Lift of thoſe Gentlemen, although the fame 
variation hath happened to him ſometimes. 
When he attacked the literal Senſe of thoſe 
Words of the Goſpel, oblige them to come in, he 
laid down for Principle the firſt axioms of na- 
tural Reaſon, and thence gave the Inquiſitors 
deadly blows, but afterwards having in view 
other Enemies, he declared for Pyrrhoniſm, a- 
gainſt the certainty of Reaſon, and undertook 
to filence her Preſumptuouſneſs, by a ſimple 
Dialepſis of the Scepticks. In another place 
be makes uſe of Arguments drawn from both 
Philoſophy and Religion in favour of Liberty, 
againſt Mr. Saurin. But again, he denies that 
liberty and diſguiſes it in agreeable Imagina- 
tion deſtitute of Reality, And if it be ob- 
1-Ged to him, that Atheiſm deſtroys all Vir- 
. | rue 
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tue, not only in making every ching material, 
but alſo fatal and neceſſary; What doth he do? 
He retires under the Protection of the Synod 
af Dortrecht, and there having fixed himſelf, 
he dares the Attacks of the Orthodox. © If 
* any one (ſays he to his Proteſtant Calvi- 
2 nift) ould object, that neither your Wards 
nor Actions were congruous to the principle 
of abſolute Predeſtinatien and | irreſiftible 
F Neceſſity which moves the Will, what 
7 would you anfwer him Sir? With good 
Arguments; but which might many of them 
+ ſerve the turn of a Spaofite, if you did re- 
5. proach him that the care he takes of his 
„ Perſon, Family and Wealth, was not agree 7 
c able to his Syſtem. „„ 
I. © Time (ſays our Atheiſt) as to that 
* motion which the eternal Mover will neverg 
© ceaſe to imprefs on the World, is Eternal: 
be So that whatever has ended by the Courſe 
b of the LO ns. CO ap- 
1 Again, ;& -periodica | curn, Not In 
8 2 Inviduals, as Plato hath dreamed, 
e but only in the fame Specie. This is (adds 
* 'he, after advaneing perfect Materialifm) the 
KRudiments of our ſubtile Philoſephy, which 
bring forth all thoſe Wonders; but in com- 
e — to the Chriſtian Faith, I -utterly 
e deteſt, and I have tacitly condemned them 
* before 1 propoſed them as the fubjeck of Li 
JJ 8 | ll. 
II. The Concluſion is anſwerable to the o- vl 
ther parts of the Book; he complains of the | 1 
-uncertainty and vanity of Arts, and Alemam- 
der endeavours in vain to comfort him with 
the Thoughts of the Glory he had obtained 
in ſuch youthful Years. And what haye I more 
of it than that, ſays Vanini? But after all, he _ 
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forts himſelf likewiſe, though in ſuch a pro- 
fine manner, that his inward Sentiments are 

He Jeſts Eaſily perceived. If my Soul (ſays he) ſhall 

with Re- © periſh with my Body, as the Atheiſts think, 

putation. e what pleaſure can ariſe to it from Fame? 
Perhaps with the fine Names of Glory and 
© Reputation, it may be carried with leſs 
trouble to the Grave. If on the contrary, 
* as we hope and willingly believe my Soul 
* ſhall not periſh, but will fly to ſome upper 

Of heaven Region, it will there enjoy ſuch raviſhin 
* and agreeable Pleaſures, that it will eſteem 

| © as nothing, the ſplendid and illuſtrious pomp = 

Of Purga- e and glory of the World. If it deſcends to 

tory. © the flames of Purgatory, thoſe Prayers Dies 

* tre, dies illa, ſo pleaſing to weak Women, 

* will be much more welcome to it, than the 

Of Hel. moſt florid Rhetorick of Tully, or the moſt 

. © ſubtile Arguments of Ariſtotle; or if (which 
* God forbid) it ſhould be delivered to the 

flames of the dark Tartarus, no comfort or 
* pleaſure, no deliverance can ever happen”. 

Alexander, dazled wich ſuch Thoughts, is angry 

with himſelf he had them not inculcated in him 

from his tender Infancy. Would to God (ſays 

he) that from my Youth I had ſet out with 

theſe Principles! Julius anſwers him with this 

fine Reflection. Think not (ſays he) on paſt E- 

wils, take no heed of future ones and ſhun thoſe pre- 

ſent. Alexander nevertheleſs Sighs for the loſs 
of his youthful Age. Upon which Julius ask- 

ing him the Reaſon, he anſwers, I is becauſe 

(ſays he) I remembered that beautiful Paſſage in 

Amintas. | ERS oft 


|  Perduto: 4 tutto il Tempo | 
Che in amar non f Jeende, 
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an excellent Concluſion for a Prieſt and Philo- 

ſopher, who preſently after adds, that he ſub- 
mits all his Thoughts to the Judgment of the 

Pope and the Church. ; 1 0 

LII. I leave you to imagine Sir, what the 

Converſation might be of one, who filled his 
Books with fo much Epicurianiſm, and that 
of the moſt. JOU ſort. It appears by the. 

Evidence of ſeveral Authors, that he was not 

accuſed at Thoulouſe, for his Writings, although 

perhaps they helped to determine his Judg- 

ment; which ſhews us his Converſation muſt 

have been rather worſe than they, fince it was 

that which really occaſioned his Ruin. Here fol- 

lows what Gxamond tells us concerning him, al- 

* moſt at the ſame time, by order of Parliament, 

* was condemned to die, at Thoulouſe, Lucilio 

*© Vanini, who was eſteemed an arch Heretick 

by ſeveral; but whom I always looked upon 

Las an Atheiſt; for I think a Man that de- 

© nies the exiſtence of God, deſerves the latter 

* rather than the former Title. This wretch- 

© ed Fellow pretended to be a Phyſician, but 

* in reality was no other than a Deceiver of 

« Youth, who generally are imprudent and in- 

& conſiderate. He laughed at whatever was 

* ſacred or religious: He abominated the In- 

© carnation of Chriſt, and denied the Being of 

* God, efteeming all Things to be made by 

“Chance: He adored Nature as a fruitful 

Mother and firſt Cauſe of all Beings, which 

vas his greateſt Error, and whence all the o- 

e thers derived, and which he had the bold- 
© neſs ſtubbornly to teach in a place ſo holy 

* as Thoulouſe. He preſently had a great Num- 

ber of Followers, amongſt thoſe that juſt 

came from the Univerſities, and who being 
in their youthful Years, were more 8 | 
5 e ee «© tible 
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- © tible of new Opinions. Having been born p 

„ in Fah, he begun his Studies at Rome, and |} © 
applied himſelf with Succefs to thoſe parti- ©< 

© cular. Branches, Philoſophy and Divinity; but 4 
falling in Impiety and a deſpiſing of Holy 0 


Things, he blemiſhed his religious Charac- |} © 
ter by an infamous Book, intituled, Of the | © 
Gerets of Nature; in which he had the im- 

© pudence to aſſert, that Nature was the God- | © 
_ © defs of the Univerſe, Having retired into 4 


| * France on account of a Crime, of which he 

| | had been accuſed in Tah, he eame ar laſt to 

1 * Thoulouſe. There is not a Town in France 

| © where the Laws are framed with greater 
** ſeverity againft Hereſy, and although the 
Edict Nants hath granted to the Calviniſts, 
* an open Liberty of Trade between them 

© and us, nevertheleſs thoſe SefZaries have 

* not dared: to truſt themſelves in this Place, 
* which is the Reaſon it is the only one in all 
* France free from this Peftilential Hereſy. 
No Perſon is admitted a Citizen, whoſe Faith 

Firſt hid- © is the leaſt 75 y the Holy See. Vamwui 

den at Tau- ot concealed himſelf for ſome time, until Vain- 

. © Glory induced him to treat ſome  My- 
© ſteries of the Catholick Church Proble- 

4 matically, and afterwards he derided them 

Afterward ©* openly: The young Men were at firſt ſtruck 

profane, „ with great Admiration, being weak enough 

m hx 7h generally to eſteem thoſe Things which have 


bs 


| lowed by © but few Approvers. They valued whatever 
the young he ſaid; they imitated and followed him. c 
2 Being 33 of corrupting the Youth, he cc 
Hypoctite. © was caſt into Priſon. He behaved atfirſt as cc 
2 Catholick, and feigned to be Orthodox; cc 
* which put back the Puniſhment he deſerved. | « 
He was even juſt a going to be ſer at Li- 0 


. 6 | | +. JS 5 
D derty on account of the ambiguity of the 
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©« Proofs againſt him. When Franconi, a Man 
of Fortune, and great Merit, as this one 
« ' Circumſtance ſufficiently teſtifies, depos'd, 
„That Vanim had often denied, in his Pre- 
„ ſence, the Exiſtence of God, and ſcoff d at 
„the Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, they 
brought together the Accus d and the Accu- 
< fer; and this latter maintain d what he had 
« advanc'd. Vanini was brought before the Se- | 
nate, and being ſeated on the Stool, was 
asked, What were his Thoughts concerning 
* the Exiftence of God? He anſwer d, That, A feign'd 
enon 


with the Church, he ador d a God in Three Perſons ; Con 


Rn . , of Vanini's, 
and thus Nature evidently demonſtrated the Being of ft —— 


a Deity. And having perceiv'd, by chance, 

a Straw on the Ground, he took it up, and 

© ſtretching forth his hand with it, he ſpoke to 

© his Judges as follows. This Straw obliges me 

5: * 5 A Here is God — — and having end- 

« ed his Diſcourſe about a Providence, he ad- 
« ded, this Grain being caſt in the Earth, appears, 
« at firſt, 10 be deſtroy d, and whitens ; then it be- 
c comes green, and -ſhoots forth, out of the Earth, 
&« tnfenfibly growing : The Dew alſiſts its Jeringing 
© , and Rai gives it yet a greater Strength : 

3 1 is furniſh'd with Ears, of which the Points 
« keep F the Birds.” The Stall riſes, and is co- 
* wer d with Leaves; it becomes yellow, and riſes 
« higher : A little after it withers until it dies: 
“ E i Thraſt d; and the Straw being ſeparated 
& from the Corn, this latter ſerves for the Nouriſp- 


> 


«ment of Men, and the former is given to Ani- 


Religion. . 


* 
— 


(c mals, c eated for Mens Uſe. | He concluded 
« from all this, that God was the Author of 
« atl Things. For to anſwer an Objection, 
« which might be made, T hat Nature was the 
« Cauſe of theſe Production,, he took again his 
« Grain of Corn, and returning to his Author, 


90 


$ 


Found 
guilty, and c 
; condemn'd (c 
as an Infi- 
del. 
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4 ſon'd thus. If Nature hath product d this 


“ our Saviour, in theſe Words. 


5 2 * 
© P F x 


Grain, who hath produced that Grain which pre- 
e ceded this? If that be alſo producd by Na- 


© ture, let us confider its Foregoer, and thus go to 


© the very firſt, which muſt neceſſarily have been 
& created, fince there can be imagin'd no other Cauſe 


% of its Production. He very amply prov d after- 


© wards, that Nature was incapable of crea- 


© ting any thing; whence he concluded, that 
© God was the Creator, and Author of all Be- 


- ©. ings. But all this he ſaid through Vanity or 
© Fear, rather than an inward Conviction. 


© Notwithſtanding, as the Proofs againſt him 


were convincing, he was, by Arreſt of Par- 
liament, condemn'd to die, after they had 
« paſs'd a whole Six Months in preparing things 
© for a Hearing. Wy him in the Dung-Cart, 
© when he wascarrieFto Execution, making Sport 


cf a Fryar, who was allow'd him, in order 
to comfort and reclaim him from his Obfti- 


CC 


© nacy. Such a momentaneous Aſſiſtance is of 


© little uſe to a deſperate Man. It would be 


© better to allow thoſe Criminals, condemn'd 
_ © to die, a ſufficient Interval, to the end, that 


they might have time to know themſelves, 
© and repent, after having thrown forth all 


_ © their Rage and Indignation. In France they 
“ at once declare Sentence of Death to a Cri- 
„ minal; and amidſt the Horror, which the, 
Dread of the Execution cauſes, they carry 


0 


© him to it. In Spain, and all the reſt of Eu- 
“ rope, their Method is much preferable. They 
& allow Criminals time ſufficient to appeaſe the 


Horrors of Death, and expiate their Crimes 


© by Penitence and Confeſſion. Vanini, wild 
and obſtinate, refus'd the Conſolation of rhe 
© Fryar accompanying him, ang 

He fweated with 
“ Weak- 


* 
a. 


inſulted even 
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© TPealneſs and Fear (ſaid he) in going to ſuffer © 
& Death, and I die undaunted. This Villain had | 
© no reaſon to ſay he died fearleſs. I beheld Dejected 


© him intirely dejected, and making a very ill gegn 


© uſe of that Philoſophy he ſo much boaſted the Philo- 
© of. Being ready to be executed, he had fopher. © 
© an horrible and moſt wild Aſpe&. His 
* Mind uneaſy, and teſtifying, in all his Words, 
« great Anxiety, altho' from time to time 
© he cried out, he died a Philoſopher : But, | 
_ © that he departed rather like a Brute, cannot 
© be denied. Before they ſet Fire, to the Obſtinate, 
® Wood-Pile, he was order d to put his Tongue ee e 
© out to be cut off, which he refus'd to do: | 
Nor could the Hangman take hold of it but whichthey 
* with Pincers, in order toxperform the Execu- 2. by 

« tion. There was never heard a more dread- 
ful Screech than he then gave; you would 

© have taken it for the Bellowing of an Ox; 

© the reft of his Body was conſumed by Fire, 


* and his Aſhes thrown into the Air. Such 


ous, and a 
bertine. 
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5 that that Animal being conſum' d by 
was a ſure Antidote againſt all * IT 
« peſtilential Diſeaſes. He often went to th 
« Sacraments during his Impriſonment, and 
« canningly diſſembled his inward Sentiments ; 
© But when, he found there was no hbpes of 
« eſcaping, he diſclos d them, and died 7s he 
© ha d liv* d. 5 
III. This i 18 all that Cramond ſays concern- 
ing him, the French Mercury ſpeaks more in be- 
half of his Conſtancy; bur "he Author knew 
but little of his Behaviour, when in Confine- 


ment. And there certainly is a conſiderable 


| Difference to be made, as to the Truth of a 


FaQ, related by one who has it but by hearſay, 


and him who-was actually an Ey e-Wirneſs, as in 


this Caſe, the latter living at Paris, and the 
other upon the Place. Nevertheleſs they i in the 


His Im- 


ment Nov. ,, 
1618. 

His Em- 
ploy ment 
Bi 12 


= Impic- , 


main agree, as to the Cauſe of his Accuſation 
and in comparin their Relations, we diſcover 
the juſt Timè of his Iinpriſonment and Execu- 
tion. © In the Month of November, of the laſt 


of Lear * (fays the Mercury] was taken Priſoner, 


in the Town, of Tholouſe, an Haliatr, a Philoſo- 

pher, very learned, who went about in Fa- 
« milies, teaching Children that were deſir rous 
'* to underſtand Philoſophy perfectly. He main- 

tain d, and taught, that our Bodies are with- 
* out Souls, and that being dead, our Being 
* was: deſtroy *'d like unto Brutes: That the 
Rleſſed Virg in (O execrable Blaſphemy I) had 
* had a, Dal Knowledge as other Women; 
and other Words yet more ſcandalous, alto- 


— 


— 


*© gether unworthy to be related or wrote, By 
© his Eloquence, he ſubtily inſtilled bispernicious 


0 Opinions ir in the Minds of his Private Audi- 


1 F More fron. Tom. v. p. 63, 64. Am. 655 


© tors 


tors, inſomuch that they began to give ear 
* to the Belief of chat falle Weine 55 it 
coming to the Kiiowledge of the Parliament; 
© they publiſhed a Decree againſt this new Mi- 
© niſter : And he being apprehended, and que- 
e ftion'd, maintain'd his Inſtructions were 
e Truths: Upon which tie was condemn'd, ard 
ins Sentence declar d, importing, that he His Sen- 
* ſhonld make an honoftrary Attends in His 
* Shirt, a Torch in his Hand, and drawn upon 
e a Hurdle to the Place of Execution; where 
te his Tongue being cut out, He ſhould be 
© burn'd alive: All which was effected in tlie 
e beginning of February, f iti the Place call'd . 
* la place du ſalin. He died as freely, and with His ſup- 
* as much Conſtancy and Patience as e er Man pod Un- 
„did. For coming dut of the Priſon, he joy- anten, 
66 fully and briskly uttered theſe Words, Th Conftancy 
„ Tralian: Let us go and die thearfully as a Philo- 
te ſopher. But moreover, to ſhew his Undaunt- 
„ edneſs in dying, and the Deſpair of his Soul, 
* when he was told to call out to God for Mer- 
* cy, he ſpoke theſe Words in the Preſence of _ 
* a thouſand SpeRators : There is neither God His laſt 
F nor Devil, for was there a God, I would intreat Words. 
© him to conſume the Parliament with bis Thunder, 
« as being altogether unjuſt and wicked; and wat 
< there a Devil, I would alſo pray to him to fcb 
* low it up in ſome ſubterraneous Place. But ſince 
* there is neither the one nor the other, I can- 
not do it. 


The Life of Lvenuid VIII. 33 


2 - —_— 
G ARON Moya een tins LIGHTS 


— + "GT IRITIN, 


— 


* — a — — — 7 
D 2 * 


Mr. la Creſe doth not rely upon the Autho- 
rity of the Mercury, and I think him in the 
rTigtit, the Relation of the Preſidents having 


—— p— 


+ How could Vanini have been kept four Months in Priſon, 
X be Tad privently contelsY his Grit, ob the Money pu 


- 


a greater 
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of Opinion, there is no great Credit to be gi- 
ven to this Circumſtance I have already rela- 
ted, which is, That Vanini, beſore he was tied 
to the Stake, confeſs d to all the Members of 
Parliament, that at Naples, he, with thirteen 
others of his Comrades, ſet out for all Parts of 
Europe, to ſpread the Doctrine of Atheiſm ; 
and that Fance was allotted him. Gramond 


makes no mention of it, and it is not at all 


probable he ſhould have forgotten ſuch a parti- 
cular Circumſtance, after having related many, 
much more inſignificant. 8 LE 
mon er, LIV. After having given you the moſt certain 


Jrawn _ Circumſtances of the Life and Death of our 


| from his Unbeliever, I muſt now, Sir, endeavour to give 
Wakes you likewiſe an Idea of his Character, taken, 
ons. not only, from what I have ſaid, but other 


Parts of his Writings. | | 


His Body. He was of a healthful Conſtitution, tho not 


robuſt, and of a mild Aſpect; he was compen- 
ſated ſufficiently for the weakneſs of his Com- 


His Mind. plexiotr (if he may be believ d) by the Quali- 


fications of the Mind. He had (he tells us) a 


great and ſublime Underſtanding, agreeable, 
and of delightful Vivacity in Converſation. It is 


certain that he loy'd Study, and made a very con- 


His Latin, ſiderable Progreſs in a few Years. His Latin is 


for the moſt part- pure, but often times ſwell'd 
and not natural ; which proceeds from an ill 
directed Imitation of the Roman Orator, We 
imagine commonly to have got into, his Style, 


if we can imitate that in thoſe eloquent Pieces 
which he pronounced in the Senate: But we 


do not take notice that this great Man thus 


_ exalted it, ſaitably to the Perſons for whom it 


Was intended, and that he was no leſs ingeni- 


.. "ous in the Simple and Diadactick, than in the 


Sublime 


2 e Appearance of Truth. I likewiſe am 
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Sublime and Oratorial. . Read his familiar Ler- 
ters, his Offices, and his Tuſculanes; his Books of 
the Nature of the Gods, but amongſt the reſt, 
all the laſt of Divination, and you will agree 
with me, nothing can be found more ſimple and 
preciſe. But Vanini had ſtudied abundantly 
more Cardanus and Averroes, confus'd and hard 
Writers, than Pliny jun. Quintilian, or Cicero. 
Prejudic'd in favour of Ariſtotle and his Follow- 
ers, he could reliſh no other than the Philoſo- His Philo- 
phy firft taught bim in his own Country, but ſophy. 
had Underſtanding enough to perceive 'the 
weakneſs of that of Thomas Aquinas, and the . 
Schoolmen : His native Religion, and the man- His Irreli- 
ner it is us d, both by the People and Clergy, S. 
did not prepoſſeſs him in favour of that of Je- 
fus Chriſt. He thought thoſe Grimaces and Ar- 
tifices, as alſo the Cupidity he then beheld, 
were from the beginning eſſential to the Chri- 
ftian Religion. Being out of conceit with the His Epi- 
Goſpel which was not ſuited to his Ambition, IRE 
he form'd the monſtrous Deſign to combat it Project. 
where ever he could with Safety; and the more 
effectually to perform that, he eſteem'd the 
ſhorteſt Method was to declare againſt all Re- 
ligions, not excepting even that of Nature. 
Swell d with the boldneſs of the Undertaking, 
this ſecond Epicurus overun the World to wage 
War with the Deity. And if we may believe 
Report, he perſuaded thirteen of his Com- 
rades to do the like alſo. From this one 
| Paſſage of his Life one may judge of his 
Prudence and Wiſdom. He drew upon him- 
| ſelf a World of Enemies, equally great and 
powerful, both by their emer and Cha- 
racters. Alarms and Uneaſineſs follow'd him 
every where, and threw him ſometimes in Diſ- 
orders, which attack'd even his Inteſtines, * 


9 


F * 
* 
* - 
| ; 
9 
: 


ty. 


hi (ſays he) en pericula & timores mentorid 


repenti atuns ſoluitur. Diſtruſt never left him, 


*$% 60% 


and got before him wherever he went. In vain 
it was he took. the Stick and Bag of Drogenes 


is Pover- Payery, which would have been valuable in $i 


true gc in him became an etern 


Scandal, by | his ſpunging and flattering ways. 


5 Hypo- His Hypocriſy, which ek "ib manag d in 


OY 


his Amphitheatre, unmask d 


Modeſty, he repreſents his Father havin 


Conſtancy of an Emperor, his Mother the 


of rhe true Spaniſh 1 Nobility, 1 10 = 


Sentiments of a Socrates. - I 15 ex- 


alted himſelf a Degree ork 604 75 


(fays he — that Vanini mould 92 7 re- 


proach d with the leaſt Diſſimulation: And not- 


withſtanding he attributes to Socrates a Puſilani- 
mity, which muſt have for ever defam d him, as 
when he tells us, that the T would not 


give ear to his Recantation onld he not 
have done better to have ſtrip d himſelf of his 
pretended Courage, and have given it to Socra- 


His mon- et, as juſtly due? Swell d with Pride, no 
frousPride Name, but that of Julius Ceſar, was worthy of 


 =%h See above, Ghap. XIII. | 


tim: And as if the leaſt Remnant of Chriſti- 


anity was burthenſome to him, he denied that 
given him in Baptiſm. From the firſt Page 


his Dialogues, having ſuffer d himſelf to be 0 B 


fciently praiſed, both in Greek and Latin, he in- 
troduces his terlocutor, ſaying, Good God! 


What a Loſs it is for thoſe who are depriv'd 


of your Converſation ! Bone Deus! quantum 


| er fit ab iis qui te non audiunt! Who can dil 


* - W_ „ 
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H in his Dia- 
logues ; and made appear a Stock of Ampitiqn 
and Impiety, which were but too much con- 

His Im- firm'd by his Deportment. Withous Sog Sha 5 5 


pute 


pute you the Honour of having contributed to 
the Improvement of Sciences! Eja vir alſque 
controverfia de quacumque Scientia optime mexite * ! 
1 will not do (ſays Alexander again) as T ho- 
maß Marus, who hearing Eraſmus diſpute, 


© whom he did not know. perſonally, ſaid to 
© him; You are a Devil, or Eraſmus: But 1 
** ſhall thus ſpeak of your Wiſdom; Either you 
*, are a God, or Vanini. I am Fanini, replies 
Julius Caſar : . All his Dialogues are inter- 
ſperſed with ſuch like Modeſty. In one he 
pee wich; ieee e ants ee 
leaving the Stage to Solomon and Panini, This His Impies 
latter ſcurriloully treating the former, as à bad nnn 
Naturaliſt, and the moff inſipid of Morakiſts; Sanz. 
whil® in return, the other praiſes him as the 
God of true Philoſophy, Vale Philgſophorum Deu. 
That is the Concluſion of the Dialogue. + His 
whole Works, tho' but Plagiariſm, yet he would His Plagi- 
have em thought Originals; althio' he knew vim. 
Cfdand, Pimpieatius, Fiukaſter,” and. - Scatiger 
might claim whatever they contain; excepting 
his Profanations. We have related a ſufficient His Profa: 
Number: to judge of the Author, But there tons. 
remain yet ſome of ſuch Nature, which for- 
bids their citing, becauſe they depend upon ma- 


nifeſt Alluſions to holy Words, which we vene- A] 
rate, and he did not. Being as bad a Critick His U 
as: Philoſopher, he explains Scripture as one wretched 4 
. 1 Criticiim. 1 
that had never ſtudied it. He thinks that | g 


St. Mark, in ſaying ( Chap. vi. Ver. 5. of his 
Goſpel) that our Saviour could not work a Mira- 

cle in Nax areth, gives to underſtand, his Pow- 
er was only Relative „ that is to ſay, fallaci- 
ous, fitting to dazle the Underſtandings of the 


„* 


* Dial.L. + See Did. IIV. f 18 is Dial, XVI. 
„ Dial. p. 439- N | 
ID Q Vul- 
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Vulgar, in a place where he was not known ; 


but intirely uſeleſs in his own Country, where 


they knew what he was. Behold the Noble De- 
ſign he attributes to an Evangeliſt ! Notwith- 
ſtanding that, it is that very Evangeliſt which 
demonſtrates, throughout his Goſpel, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is the Meſſiah, and the Son of God; and 


that his Miracles are from Heaven: That if he 


wrought few in Nazareth, it was becauſe of 


their Unbelief, which, as it were, hinder'd him, 


| altho' he heal'd ſome Sick, as it is obſerv'd in 

that Verſe quoted by our Atheiſt. Infatuated 

; with Aſtrology, he is filly whenever he copies 
122 Cardanus and Agrippa, and adds the fooliſh Sto- 
| Aſtrology. ries from his own Country. And what is the 
ter he has calculated the Nativity of our Savi- 

He calcu- our Jeſus Chriſt, he would alſo do his own, 
2 as and found it to be very unhappy. Lou have 
r, taught us (ſays he to Cardanus, in the 25th 
* Page of his Amphitheatre) that our Actions 
depend upon the Motion of the Cæleſtial Bo- 
© dies: And how do you then maintain they 
are not fram'd for us? Truly if thoſe Conſtel- 


rivity. 


- *© lations are not made for us, I would not then 


© fear Mars, which in the Orb preſſded at my 


© Birth.” * Now Mars is a Planet which fore- 


tells Wars, Sufferings, and Tragick Deaths ; 


How then can we, after this, doubt of the Ve- 
racity of: Aſtrology ? Having no Principles of 


| Religion, not even of the Religion of Nature; 


ſince he thought the World was eternal, and 


guided only by blind Neceſſity, we muſt not 
His Morals be ſurprized if his Morals were not perfectly 
bad, good. 


tion to the Dead, I would have the moſt ſtrict 
Equity obſerv d: But the poſitive Aſſertions of 


Father 


— I" — w 


; * Amphit. p. 25. YI 5 "aſl 


I deteſt vain Accuſations; and in rela- 


more particular in relation to that, is, that af- 


$"< Wh 
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Father Merſenne, on the Conduct of Vanini in 
the Monaſtry, gives room for a ſtrong Suſpicion. 
Add to that the Teſtimony of Prefident Gramond, 
who was in the ſame Place, and declares to 
have known him exceeding voluptuous, ſtrength- 
ens that Suſpicion: And in ſhort, his Dialogues, 
ſo full of Obſcenity and profane Turns, renders 
it highly probable. He ſpeaks of one of his 
Mliiſtreſſes, named {ſabeila, which he Ril'd his 
little Left Eye, and for whom he compos'd amo- His wan- 
rous Songs. This is a fine Confeſſion for a ton Stile. 
Prieſt, in a Book of Religion and Philoſophy | . 
He is delighted when he * of Generation, 1 
doing it in ſuch licentious Terms, that it is ea- | 1 
fily perceivable, his Heart is not very clean, | A 
ſince his Imagination is ſo polluted. He goes 1 
yet farther, and ſeems to approve Debauchery ; 
for when he ſpeaks about Ariſtotle, who receiv'd 
ſuch conſiderable Sums from Alexander, for the 
Study of Animals, our Alexander confeſſes to 
his Julius, that as for him, he had expended 
his whole Eftate in keeping a little Animal 
che means a Courtiſaua . Julius gives his Ap- 
probation, ſaying, That many will think he has 
embrac'd the beſt Choice. Is it then at all ſur- 
priſing Providence cut off this young Madman 
in the beginning of his Coyrſe? EE: 4 
Mr. de la Croſe charitably believes, that his opinion ot 11 
: E Impriſonment wrought a Repentance, and that Mr. 14 | 
he ſpoke to his Judges no leſs (incerely than ON ES 
orthodoxly, when he made uſe of the common tracting. 
Inferences to demonſtrate the Exiſtence of God, 
in ſhewing the Straw. I would not condemn a 
Judgment ſo charitable; and I am of his Opi- very cha- 
nion, that when things are doubtful, it is beſt ritable, 
to incline to the leaſt diſadvantageous {ide ; 
But really I don't know whether this Rule can 


Fry „ 
Dial. p. 298. 
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give us an entire Juſtification of him, in a ſqmall 
Latin Treatiſe, lat _ ely publiſh'd under hi Title, 
Apologia pro Julio Cæſare Vanino capo! ſitano, 1. e 
An Apology for Julius Caſ: ſar 13 a Negpoli- 
tan. I can aſſure you that Piece is not ſeriouſly 
wrote. 1: is a Ferſon of! 
Aut thor, that drew it 3 y Way ones, 

and in order to try his Wit, in t ce of 
4 Bad Cauſe. And — 4 is the moſt x U 1 
_ 19 50 9 is, En G it relates both for _ 
le in Quotat telli 
* Aalen oreover, 55 t » 2 — 1 


Circumſtances, taken notice ther b. 
HS Schramm, = Mr. Ja Crofe. Aer e 
ba told us the Names, the unt, — 
ritings of Vanini, he anſw <igheeen 
Heads of Acculaga. alledged b de FER ahh 


h Particular, ma ing ſome poetical or hiſt 
= OL 4 al Os 


e following are the Eighteen Articles, wit 
12 Anſwers Ie,” . Author 


gives them at the Eng « of his, Book, 


1. I is aid Vanini knew ot ud, < is 
Gramond' 1 FONG; hi Deum $ _ 


Anſu. B Becauſe he 12 


am ignoral 
ald | not. dive our of the 
1 Tg b is Tae ing. 


t 20 light agai the, B inti- 
4 0 Fk A ome — i , 


Anſw. Wiege is a Chimera. 
3. That be bath advanc d the very Wards of 
Atheiſts, 

_ ny to 0 point, our 5 9 


* „ 


Ao W, 


rping who is the 


Accuſati- 
ons ad- 
inne d a- 
gainſt him, 
— the Re- 
plies of his 


Apologiſt. 
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Anſw. Calumny. 


& 


6. That he hath accus'd the Pi irgin * of has 


wing hft her Virginity. 
Anſw. A Fable. 
7. That he eſteem d Nature the only God 


Anſw. There have been many illuſtrious Per- 
ſons call'd Gods. 


8. That he blam'd thoſe Schoolmen who reaſur 4 
about Angels. 


Anſw. He relates the Words cf others. 


9. That be fag 'd a phyfical Account of the Na- 


ture of Devils 


Anſu. Becatiſe TESY is much Superſtition i in 


the Opinions of the Vulgar. 


10. That he denied the Immortality of the Soul. 
_—_ No where. 


1. That he was an Aftrologer. 
* Very well, muſt he therefore be an 


Atheiſt? 
1 World by Fre. 


12. That he conteſted the future D. ＋ 


Anſw. After his Method. 
13. That he maintain d Fatality: 
1 He meant Providence. 


4. That he fancied Letters in the Heauen. 
8 * By Superſtition. | 


15. That he refutes neither n nor Haly: 


Anſw. Becauſe he had already done it elſe- 


where. * 


16. That he laugh d at 7575 Things. 
Anſw. Which, in fa&, were not ſuch. 


17. That he was rejected by the Fryars, and 


turn d out of their Monaſtery. 


Anſw. As if by that he was rejected of God. 


18. That taftly Pe was condemn'd to die. 


* 


or loſt; that is what the Apologiſt means. 


— = 
— —- * "= . A T- — — 


* 1 I fuppole in ſome of * Writings, which are deſtroy'd 


Anf. 


& } 
2 x 1 2 2 — og A . 
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12 w. As ſeveral other innocent Perſons have 
been. . 18 3 

This may ſuffice to ſhew you that little Book 
is not ſeriouſly wrote; therefore, I do not 
_ undertake to refute it: Neither indeed is Va- 
nini himſelf worthy of it. Let the Publick on- 
ly compare this Life with that Defence, and 
decide erding 88 

© LVL. But I cannot yet finiſh without ſpeak- 
ing a word or two about Mr. Bayle. You know, 
Sir, the great eſteem I have always .had for 
his Ingenuity, and with what. vehemence 1 
have wiſhed he would turn it to a more uni- 
form Uſe, and more worthy of him, I have 
often been with him, but we never agreed in 
any Point, but diſputed about every thing. I 
told him my Thoughts about ſeveral Parts of 

| his Works, as I' would now do were he living. 

= © So that I flatter myſelf no one will Reflect on 

f me, ſince I take only the ſame Liberty now, as 

I would haye done during his Life. It 
then may be allowed me to obſerve, that in 
relation to Vanini, Mr. Bayle cannot be excuſed 5 
for ſpeaking about him in ſo negle&ful a 
manner as he does in his Penſees Diverſes. I 
immediately ſuppoſe he had in his Library 
Gramoud's Hiſtory, ſince he gives us to under- 
tand ſo in his Diftionary, at the Article con- 
cerning that Prefident, and where he ſpecifies 
the very Edition he makes uſe of. I likewiſe 
ſuppoſe he had Parkers Book de Deo, ſince he 
quotes him with Approbation, and pretty co- 
piouſly. Now in the firſt Section of that Book, 
(which is the-more curious, becauſe it is an A- 
bridgment of Atheiſm and Atheiſts, a Subject 
very proper in itſelf, to reliſh Mr. Bayle's 
Taſte) there is found in it the very Picture of 

Panini, and that long Paſlage of __ 

| 2 whic 
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which I above related at large *. It being thus? 
that Mr. Bayle had read in Parker and Gramond, 
the true Character of Vanini. Nay, he confeſſes 
as mach himſelf in his Eurretiens Poſthumes a- 


gainſt Mr. Jaquelot, although he gives us to un- 
derſtand, that it was but after the firſt Edi- 


tion of his Penſtes Diuerſes, in which he has 


given ps. a very wrong Idea of the Character 
and Martyrdom of Vanini, That's well; bur 
yet he ſhould have corrected that Article in 
the latter Edition, or at leaſt retract it in the 
Coutinuntion;;, the Subject was of ſufficient Im- 
portance and Equity, which abſolutely requir'd 
if, There is ſo: much difference between an 

Honeſt Man deſcribed, as he has done Janini, 

and a Deſcription of one ſuch} as is given us 
of the ſame by Gramord, and between a Martyr. 
for Atheiſm, and a nqotorious Hhypocrite, ſuch as 


was our Neapolitan ;- that it was undoubtedly re- 


quired of Mr. Bayle's Exactitude to make a 


Note at that part of his Treatiſe, and to let 
us kno he had received better Information 


on that Subject, and befides, that {all that 
ould be amended in the Supplement to his 
ionary. Had he done that, he would not 


have expoſed himſelf to the juſt Reproaches of 


Mr. Jaquelot, who conſulted the truth of the 
Hiſtory, and took the advantegs of it in his 

Dheologie de Mr. 
Bayle. | = 


Books: idtieuted;. Bramen di la 
| . KIEL. ee eee 2930470 
| after what manner is Vanin ſpoke of 


in that Book, intituled, Penſces Diverſes, or va- 
riows' Thoughts' ? Firſt, he is repreſented as 
ar honeſt Man, and: afterwards as a Martyr. 


E See aboye, Ch. Ln. 


1 Penſtes Niverſes, Tom. I. p: 356. and following Edition 
of 1704. — oy 3 
| | for 
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for Atheiſm, Let us quote the Words of that 1 


celebrated Philoſopher, adding thereto, ſome 


Obſervations which is all at preſent I ſhall do, Vr. Bale 
The deteſtable Vauini (ſays he) who was wies 
5 burned in the Lear 1612 at Thoulouſe, for foundation, 
* Atheiſm, had always been pretty regular in tbat Vanini 


his Morals, and whoever would have under- Y 


. 
4 


taken to attack him on any other Point but 
his Doctrine, would have run a great Riſque 
of being accuſed of Calumny. 
Io judge at firſt Sight by the Method Mr. 
Bayle takes, one would think he reſolved to 
oppreſs us with ſufficient Authority in fa- 
vour of Vauini. Nevertheleſs, contrary to his 
uſual Cuſtom he urges none, which appears 
ſomething ſurpriſing in a Man, of that famous 
Critick s Character, ſo curious in moſt reſpects 
and chiefly in what relates to the Hiſtory of the 
two laſt Centuries, and that of the Atheiſts. Was 
his Library ſo ill furniſned, that he had no 


Book in it that made mention of Vanini? Gra- 


mond, Father Marſenne, Garaſſe, Patin and all 


thoſe others which Mr. Bayle had read, did 


they unanimouſly aſſert, that our Neapolitan 
was ſufficiently regular in his Morals? He. 
ſhould be well aſſured of a Fact of that Impor- 
trance before laying it down as the Foundation 
of his Reaſoning : Otherwiſe one may always 


ſay, that the Crimes of the Atheiſts have been 
deſignedly palliated, whilft care was taken with 


much Pains, and ſearch to make conſpicuous 
the Failings of thoſe that had the leaſt Zeal 
for Religion. a | 
But this is not all, Vanini has been a true 
Martyr for Atheiſm, he openly dogmatized 
and maintained his Opinions to his laſt Breath. 


This is the ſecond Illuſion of Mr. Bayle.** When 


EI conſider (ſays he) that Acheiſm has had 


* Martyrs, 


| | 
E 1 
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** Martyrs, I doubt no longer, but Atheiſts 


© have a ſtronger Idea of Honeſty imprinted 


son their Minds, than thoſe of the ſweet and 
© profitable. For why did Vanini ſo indiſcretly 
* amuſe himſelf to dogmatize before Perſons 
* who could eaſily bring him to Juſtice. If 
* he ſought but his own private Profit, he 


* ſhould have contented himſelf with a per- 


*:fed ſecurity of Conſcience, without heeding 
« to have Diſciples. He muſt then have had 
the deſign in making them either to become 
* the Head of the Party or to free Men from 
*© a burthen which in his Opinion hindered 
them from diverting themſelves at their Eaſe. 
He ſuppoſes here Atheiſm has had its Mar- 
tyrs, yer he alledges but two Examples: The 
firſt is Vauini, the other a certain Fryer, whom 
Mr. Ricaud mentions in his State of the Ottoman 


Empire. But of the former J hope he will allow 


us to think otherwiſe, ſince it appears from 
the politive Teſtimony of Gramond, that he 
uſed his beſt Endeavours for to ſave himſelf. 
And as to the latter who was named Maho- 
met Effendi, we ſhall ſpeak of him anon, let us 
leave him for a little while. It ſuffices then 
that Panini is not a Martyr. _ „ 
And ſuppoſing there are true Martyrs for 
Atheiſm, he reaſons at random upon the Prin- 


ciples from whence they act; at firſt giving 
them a certain greatneſs of Soul, ſaying I doubt 


not but Atheiſts have in themſelves a juſt 
Idea of what is honeſt, which is ſtronger in 
their Minds than that of what is profitable or 
agreeable. It is certain it muſt be ſo, ſince ac- 
cording to Mr. Bayle, they become Martyrs for 
their Cauſe :. But if this laſt Propofition be 


denied, and it may be ſaid, that Atheiſts may 


dogmatize in private, but do not perſevere in 
SI „ their 
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their conſtancy to Martyrdom, and conſe- 


quently that they have not an Idea of honeſty 


ſtronger than thoſe of what is ſweet and profi- 


table, then his Superſtructure falls. Let us 
take for Example Vanini. It cannot be denied 
but that he was an Atheiſt; having but Wit 
and Ambition, the thirſt after Glory perpetu- 


ally gnawing him; Mr. Bayle pretends he was 


pretty regular in his Morals: All which makes 
5 . there was ſome Idea in him of Honeſty. 


The Queſtion is now to know whether that 
Idea would have carried him to deprive him- 
ſelf of what was ſweer and profitable, and 


even Life itſelf. But let us not Reaſon up- 
on the uncertain Inclinations of his Heart, let 


us rather conſult Facts. It is then certain, 


that in Mr. Bayle's ſenſe what is ſweet and 
profitable has been ſtronger than what is ho- 
neſt. For he (Vanini) recanted, he was a 
perfect Biggot in Priſon, he masked himſelf, 
and remained ſo until he found there was no 
longer room for Hypocriſy. Truly if Atheiſm 
had a triumphant Blow to ſtrike, it was in the 
Perſon of Panini ; an Author of thirty Years old, 
full of Ambition for himſelf and the glory of 
Atheiſm, who had buffooned Socrates, and ſo- 
lemnly declared in his Works againſt Diſſimu- 
lation. Such a Man, or none but the like, I 
ſay, ſhould have the Idea of Honeſty to that 
degree, that the ſweet and profitable ſhould 
never efface it, or be ſtronger than it, eſpecial- 
ly in an occaſion ſo deciſive as this; notwith- 
ſtanding his Strength failed, or more properly 
that of Atheiſm. _ „ 

Mr. Bayle always depending upon the con- 
ſtancy of Panini preſumes this Queſtion, For 
why did Vanini (fays he) ſo indiſcreetly amuſe 
| himſelf to dogmatize before Perſons who could * 

8 „ 10 
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ly bring him to Juſtice, if he ſought but for his 
orun pri vate Profit, he ſhould have contented himſelf 
uit h a perfect tranquility of Conſcience without the de- 
fire of having Diſciples. The word Indiſcreetly, 
here put in, is a ſufficient Anſwer tothe Queſtion 
| itſelf, young Men being for the moſt part fo, 
| but eſpecially ſuch as Panini, who overflowed 
with Vanity and Pride, Yon have ſeen how 
| he praiſes himſelf in his Dialogues, and after 
g what manner he treats Solomon, St. Paul, Jeſus 
| Chriſt; as well as the chief Articles of the. 
Chriſtian Faith. Notwithſtanding he would not 
| paoaſs for an Atheiſt. In his Dedication to Baſ- 
ſompire, he oppreſſes the Libertines with Re- 
_ proaches; in his Dialogues he calls them Ante- 
-Chriſts, and in ſhort towards the end of his 
Book, he is fo afraid to be attacked that he 
ſubmits all to the Authority of the  Holy-See, 
and recants beforehand of whatever might- of- 
fend it. His Vain-Glory obliged him ro dog- | 
matize ſecretly, but his Self-love provided him 
mn always with a back Door to eſcape. 'There- 
fore as to what regards Juſtice, he did not mind 
it much, as Mr. Bayle imagines, as well by rea- 
= : ſon of his Character of Prieſt, which ſeemed 
/ to oblige him to ſubmit to another Juriſdiction, 
| as becauſe of his Wit and Eloquence, upon 
which he rely'd very much, without mention- 
ing the Difficulties on the ſubject of Providence, 
upon which he had for a long time reflected, 
and which he was very capable of rendring 
[- confuſed. But after all Mr. Bayle can never 
f | make me believe, that a Man ſo Puſillanimous 
| As Panini, hath braved a Priſon, he fo ill ſuf- 
fered. If he ſought but his private profit, he 
ſhould content himſelf with quietly injoying a per- 
edi ſecurity of Conſcience. That would nndoubt- 
edly be the moſt prudent choice for an A- 
as T theiſt. 
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theiſt. But there are mad Men, ſuch as Vanini, 
who cannot forbear ſpeaking, although it be 
Y at their Peril, not that in Reality they are 
animated by a Principle of Charity or Ho- 
neſty; but from either, that of Vain-Glory or | -M 
Folly, in order to diſtinguiſn themſelves from * 
the vulgar, or murder their time in Buffooneries 1 
and merry making, Things very delightful to 
young People, altho well convinced of the 
truth of a Providence. Did Men always act 
| according to fixed Principles be it Good or 
Evil, Mr. Bayle's Reflections would be more 
juit, But he has abundantly ſhown us himſelf 
that the Actions of Men are not a neceſſary 
E Conſequence of their Principles. For ſhould 
an Atheiſt dogmatize, we muſt not for that, 
| believe he has in view to form a Se&, or Cha- 
| rity towards the Publick, no, not in the leaſt: 
| He ſpeaks, argues, declares his Opinion, Teſts 
or is Profane to divert his Friends, annoy the 
Clergy, or laſtly to extol his great Knowledge 
and Penetration. And in fa& he would be ve- 
ry ſorry all Men ſhould become Atheiſts. _ 
But Mr. Bayle may yet thus Reply. Obſti- Of Maß- 
nacy is ſufficient to make Men Martyrs for _ Effen- 
Atheiſm, as in the Caſe of Mahomed Effendi. 
But luckily this Example is the only in its 
kind, and therefore cannot be laid down as a 
| Rule. Moreover, that we are intirely in the 
Dark concerning this pretended 'Martyr, and 
ſhould we eſteem him, ſach as that baſe Fel- | = 
low who burned the Temple of Diana, to acquire q 
himſelf a Name, ſhould he, I ſay, do any thing | | 
but what would be approved of by all Men 
of Judgment, and even Mr. Bayle himſelf, 
were he now living? Then we might juſtly aſ- | 4 
ſert it was either a natural Diſpoſition, folly „ 
ar Melancholy which was the Cauſe of ſuch 
N Actions: 
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Adions: The Ides of Honeſty having little 
ſhare therein if any at all. But however, that 
be Panini's 2 7 is 4 Demonſtration, that 


the Thing in itſelf is neither natural nor pro- 


bable; ſince not withſtanding his great aſſiſ- 
tance of Youth, Knowledge, Phitofophy, Am- 
bition and many Years Experiente, he tmife- 
rably yielded, leaving us a living Image and 
perpetual Monument of the Weakneſs of A- 
theiſm, that is to Tay of Human Reaſon, ab- 
ſtracted from the Knowledge of God. 

This Sir, is all I had ro offer you upon 
thoſe Reflections of Mr. Bayk, that concerns 
our Atheiſt, I have took care to anſwer 
them for fear of being accuſed of hav- 
ing flipped over the greateſt Difficulty. I 
thought it better to be a little prolix and 
titeſome at once than have it to do 4 ſecond 


fins: So much the father, the Subject being of 
the ttmoſt Importance; and the great Name 


of fo celebrated an Authot having, impoſed on 
many. It was the Love of Truth only prompt- 


ed me to thoſe Reflektions. And now I ſubmit 
the Whole to your learned Judgment waiting 


for your Deciſion, which will ſave that of the 


Pubſiek, or at leaft that will encourage me to 


expect a favourable from them. 
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